
 

 

Newsworthy items for November 11, 2016    Board of Commissioners 

 

Give to the Max on Nov. 17!   

Thursday, Nov. 17, is the annual Give to the Max Day, 

supporting philanthropic giving in Minnesota. Gifts to the 

Three Rivers Park District Foundation will be matched 

dollar-for-dollar, up to $10,000, through a generous 

matching gift from an anonymous donor. The Foundation has 

two main areas of focus for this year’s Give to the Max Day: 

• Adapted Programs to provide access for people of 

all abilities, including veterans, children, and seniors, to 

outdoor programs like kayaking, mountain biking, archery, 

skiing, photography and others.  

 

 Explorer Camps in communities with less access to Three Rivers programs and facilities.  

 

The generous donations from last year’s Give to the Max Day funded Explorer Camps in the inner ring 

suburbs, providing full scholarships for those in need.   

 

You can find more information by visiting ThreeRiversParksFdn.org and clicking on the Give to the Max 

button.   

 
Bassett Creek Regional Trail update 
Our unseasonably warm temps this late 

fall have been a bonus for the Bassett 

Creek Regional Trail construction 

schedule. The trail segments along 32nd 

Avenue North in Crystal and Nevada 

Avenue North were paved this week. 

The contractor used a separate mobile 
hopper/conveyor machine on the road 

adjacent to the trail that delivered the 

asphalt mix to the paver machine on 

the trail. This system has several 

advantages that produced an excellent 

quality finished product: 

 It allows trucks to stay off the 
trail, thus preventing any 

possible damage to the integrity 

of the gravel base. 

 It has an internal auger system 

that re-mixes the asphalt from 

the trucks before it is conveyed 

to the paver. This evens out the 
temperature variability (which can happen while the mix is sitting in the trucks) and makes for 

a more homogeneous mix. 

https://www.givemn.org/resources-gtmd
http://www.threeriversparksfdn.org/


 

 

 It is fast and efficient. Trucks can quickly dump 

their load because they do not have to back up and 

maneuver down the trail. The whole operation can move 

along as fast as one mile an hour (yes, that is fast for 
paving).  

 

Landscape restoration work along the trail segment 

between Boone and Winnetka avenues, through 

Northwood Park, was completed this week. The restoration 

work along 32nd and Nevada avenues will follow. If this 

weather holds into next week, these trail segments will be 
substantially complete this fall. This will leave the 

construction of the final trail segment along 36th Avenue 

North and the final punch list for next spring. 

 

The contractor is scheduled to complete all work by June 

30, 2017. For more information, contact Jonathan Vlaming 

at 763-694-7632. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prairies grow with the help of volunteers 

The golden sway of a restored tallgrass prairie in October has attracted 

over 800 volunteers contributing a total of 1,754 hours for the 2016 

Prairie Seed Collection season at Three Rivers Park District. Prairie 

flowers blooming from April through October can be found across the now 

close to 2,000 acres of restored prairie at Crow-Hassan Park Reserve, 

Murphy-

Hanrehan 

Park 

Reserve, 

Carver Park 

Reserve, Elm 

Creek Park 

Reserve and 

Hyland Lake Park Reserve. 

  

Since the program’s start over 25 years 

ago, volunteers ranging in age from 12 to 

over 70 collect new sets of seeds each 

week from August through October. Each 

season over 65 different species are 

collected totaling at least 200 pounds of 

seed. On average, this saves the park 

district $20,000 to $30,000 annually from 

purchasing this seed through outside 

sources. 

   



 

 

With only fragments of Minnesota’s prairie remaining (less than 1 percent) these volunteers are critical 

in maintaining and adding new restoration sites to Three Rivers Park District. We can proudly call one of 

the world’s most endangered ecosystems home here to our parks.  
   

If you would like to learn more about restoration projects, prairie plant identification, or just would like 

to get outside for a few hours, you’re welcome to come out next year! 

 

Public ski sale is Dec. 10 

Three Rivers Park District will be having a public sale of used cross-country ski equipment on Saturday, 

Dec. 10. This includes skis, boots and poles for adults and youth classic and skate skiing. All sales are 

final and on a first-come, first-serve basis. Limit of four sets of skis per person. A limited amount of 

children’s alpine skis will be available, as well as snowboard boots. Prices range from $15-$75 for 

individual items (boots, poles, skis, snowboard boots, or alpine skis), skate ski packages are $110, 

adult traditional packages are $90, and youth traditional packages are $60. Here are details: 

 

Saturday, December 10 

8 – 11 a.m. 

Baker Ski Chalet 

 

We are anticipating a large turnout, so plan on coming early. For additional information, feel free to 

contact Baker staff at 763-694-7660 or email bri.koch@threeriversparks.org. 

mailto:bri.koch@threeriversparks.org

