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Cross-country ski season highlights 

Ski trails are closed for the season, and the 

man-made snow glaciers are slowly 

receding. It has been a great ski season, in 

spite of Mother Nature not providing much 

natural snow. Thank goodness for the 

excellent snow and grooming provided by 

the awesome Maintenance teams at Hyland 

and Elm Creek parks! 

 

Three Rivers’ ski trails drew people from 

around the world, including Nigeria, 

Zimbabwe, Brazil and India, as well as new 

transplants from Texas, California, Florida 

and Georgia, to name a few. One skier from 

Pennsylvania flew in early to take an 

advanced ski lesson in preparation for the Birkie, in addition to skiers from the surrounding 

states making Hyland their destination for quality ski trails and instruction. 

 

The Outdoor 

Recreation School 

taught more than 

1,100 people to ski 

or to improve their 

technique this 

winter, serving all 

ages and abilities 

in lessons — from 

the reluctant 5-

year-old with their 

anxious parent, the 

eager senior 

excited to come 

back to skiing after 

years’ hiatus, the 

group of millennial 

friends looking for 

an adventure, and 

the die-hard racer determined to shave a few minutes off their race time. From first-time 

skiers to advanced racers, the Park District teaches them all. 

News and updates 



 

The Outdoor Recreation School also ran four successful clubs, serving beginner to advanced 

skiers, as well as adaptive skiers. Instructors taught members of a local Army Reserve unit 

to ski at Hyland on a very cold night in January, and the winter would not be complete 

without hosting large school groups for skiing adventures at Elm Creek. One particular 

highlight was working with fifth grade students from University Elementary School in Blaine. 

One hundred fifteen students learned to ski that day, with 99 percent of them having never 

been on any kind of skis. One girl was scared to tears at the beginning of the lesson, but by 

the end was smiling ear to ear. To be a part of helping someone build confidence and 

competence at a new outdoor skill is at the heart of what the Outdoor Recreation School 

loves to do. 


