
 
Newsworthy items for September 22, 2017    Board of Commissioners 

 

Celebrating new features at Schaper Park in Golden Valley 

 

We had perfect weather and a great turnout for the grand opening of the fitness challenge course and 

fully-inclusive adaptive play area at Schaper Park in Golden Valley on Sept. 9. Below, Chair Gunyou, 

Vice Chair Freeman and Commissioner Kay prepare to cut the ribbon with Golden Valley officials, 

representatives from Paul’s Pals, the Golden Valley Rotary Club, Golden Valley Community Foundation, 

and kids who 

couldn’t wait to try 

the new challenge 

course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming open house for County Road 81 reconstruction/Crystal Lake Regional Trail 

Hennepin County, in conjunction with the City of Brooklyn Park, is in the process of designing the next 

segment of reconstruction of County Road 81 (Bottineau Boulevard) from 71st Avenue North to 83rd 

Avenue North. Similar to previous reconstruction segments, the road reconstruction project will include 

construction of a segment of the Crystal Lake Regional Trail. The county coordinates trail design with 

Park District Engineering staff to ensure that regional trail design standards are met. Design and right-

of-way acquisition are expected to continue through 2018, with construction potentially beginning in 

2019. 

 

Hennepin County will be hosting an open house for their project, mostly geared towards those 

residences and commercial properties where land acquisition is required. Details of the open house are: 

 

Tuesday, October 3, 5-7 p.m. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

7217 West Broadway, Brooklyn Park 



 

2017 First-Tier Engagement Update 

 

 

While first-tier engagement work happens year round, the end of summer is always a good time to 

provide an update. To date in 2017, staff have reached nearly 30,000 people through 500+ programs, 

activities and events focused on communities in the first-tier.  

Staff continues to add to the ways that engagement is happening in these communities and an 

emphasis is placed on finding opportunities to connect people to our parks and trails as much as 

possible. Some of the engagement methods that have been utilized this year include: 

• Parks on the Go van – playground groups, mobile home communities, adult-based 

programs, community festivals and events, etc. 

• Explorer Camps – Nineteen camps took place in 2017, up from 9 in 2016. The number of 

participants grew from 75 to 283+ in one year. Senior Explorer Series programs are planned 

for this fall, as well. 

• Partner Programming – libraries, schools, sr. living facilities, race and cultural-based 

affinity groups, food shelves, watershed districts, etc. 

• Bike Fleet – Three Rivers and partner programming made bike programs and biking lessons 

available to 1,000 youth and adults. 

• Kids Task Force – Engaged 3rd graders from a Brooklyn Park elementary school in the 

design process for the new French play area. The same kids will be involved from concept to 

grand opening and are learning about the many jobs available in Three Rivers. 

• Camping Gear Library – Launched a program to make camping gear, training and 

education available to groups at no cost.  

Engagement initiatives took place in all 11 first-tier communities with a variety of partners. Following is 

a list featuring five of the partners/events from each city that staff worked with in the past year. If 

you’d like to know more about the specifics in any given community, please let Mandy Whiteside 

(mandy.whiteside@threeriversparks.org) know, and she can provide you with additional details. 

 

 Bloomington: 

• Bloomington Public Schools 

• City of Bloomington/Parks & Rec 

• Dar Al-Farooq Center 

• Oxboro Library 

• Resource Inc. 

 

 

 

Brooklyn Center: 

• Brooklyn Center Community Schools 

• Brookdale Library 

• CEAP 

• City of Brooklyn Center Rec on the 

Go 

• Maranatha Retirement Community 
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Brooklyn Park: 

• Brooklyn Park Rec on the Go 

• ABC Preschool & Preschool Adventure 

Camps 

• Metro North ABE 

• Osseo Public Schools 

• Zanewood Rec Center 

Crystal: 

• Crystal Frolics 

• Crystal Parks Playground Program 

• Robbinsdale Area Schools – Forest 

Elem. 

• Resource Inc. 

• Water Fun Day 

Edina: 

• Edina Parks & Rec 

• Farmers Market 

• Golden Years Monetssori 

• Open Streets 

• Southdale Library 

Golden Valley: 

• City of Golden Valley Seniors 

Program 

• Covenant Village Sr. Living 

• Golden Valley events – Bike rodeo, 

Arts Day 

• Golden Valley Library 

• Robbinsdale Area Schools – Noble 

Elem. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopkins: 

• Hopkins Activity Center – Senior 

programming 

• Hopkins Community Ed. 

• Hopkins Depot 

• Hopkins Public Schools 

• Raspberry Festival 

New Hope: 

• Duk Duk Dayze 

• New Hope Farmers Market 

• New Hope Parks & Rec  

• Robbinsdale Area Schools – Sonnesyn 

Elem. 

• Safety Camp 

Richfield: 

• Augsburg Park Library 

• House of Prayer Block Party 

• Lifeworks 

• Open Streets 

• Richfield Parks & Rec - Taft Park 

fishing programs 

Robbinsdale: 

• Copperfield Hill Sr. Living 

• Robbinsdale Area Schools 

• Robbinsdale Community Ed. 

• Sochacki Park programs & camps 

• Whiz Bang Days 

St. Louis Park: 

• Campfire MN 

• Meadowbrook Manor Apts. 

• Minnehaha Creek Greenway  

• St. Louis Park Playground Program 

• Struthers Parkinson Center 

 

Earned media update 

 

WCCO joined Meadowbrook Elementary for a visit to the fitness challenge course and adaptive play 

area in Schaper Park and aired this story. The Star Tribune published this story about it as well. CCX 

Media was there for the opening and filed this report.  

 

CCX Media continued their “Backyard Getaways” segment with this feature on the regional trail 

system. CCX Media also ran this story on the “Layered Lines” art installation at Eagle Lake Regional 

Park. Finally, Maple Grove Magazine ran this story on stand-up paddleboarding. The Star Tribune 

ran this photo from the recent harvest festival at The Landing. 

http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2017/09/13/accessible-obstacle-course/
http://www.startribune.com/golden-valley-debuts-minnesota-s-first-playground-challenge-course/444802853/
http://www.ccxmedia.org/news/newsitem.aspx?newsid=324&newsitemid=36061
http://www.ccxmedia.org/news/newsitem.aspx?newsid=324&newsitemid=36051
http://www.ccxmedia.org/news/newsitem.aspx?newsid=1480&newsitemid=36049
http://maplegrovemag.com/walking-water
http://e.startribune.com/Olive/ODN/StarTribune/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=MST%2F2017%2F09%2F04&entity=Ar00708&sk=110FDD80&mode=text


 

 

Reception commemorates completion of Layered Lines at Eagle Lake  

 

Earlier this 

month, Three 

Rivers Park 

District held a 

reception to 

officially open 

the new artist-

designed 

gathering space 

at “the Point” in 

Eagle Lake 

Regional Park. 

Resident Tim 

Huebsch 

provided funding 

for the artwork, 

and Twin Cities 

artist Korrin 

Lohmann (both 

pictured at 

right) designed 

it. The piece, 

named Layered 

Lines, aims to 

promote community and gathering. 

 

If you’re interested in checking out Layered Lines, take County Road 61 (Hemlock Lane/Northwest 

Boulevard), then head east on 63rd Avenue N. Stay on 63rd Avenue N. until it ends. Parking is available, 

and a short walk along a natural surface trail takes you to the site. 

 


