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When I took over the Leadership of Carmarthenshire 
County Council less than two years ago I made two 
very distinct promises namely that we would focus 
on regeneration across the county and that we would 
protect our front line services.  

We have been true to those commitments and our Plaid 
Cymru-led council has restored Carmarthenshire’s good 
name and set our county on the road to a prosperous 
and exciting future.

All this has been achieved in the face of savage cut-backs 
in public spending by the Welsh and UK governments.  I 
also made the point that we had a long term vision for 
the county with a strategy for delivering ambitious plans 
for the next 5, 10 or 15 years.  

In recent weeks we secured the Swansea Bay City Deal – 
the biggest ever investment for south west Wales.

In March the Prime Minister and Wales’ First Minister 
met with myself and the Leaders of Swansea, Neath Port 
Talbot and Pembrokeshire councils to sign up for the £1.3 
billion deal that will transform the economic landscape 
of the area, boost the local economy by £1.8 billion and 
generate 10,000 new jobs over the next 15 years.  

Carmarthenshire will benefit from three specific projects: 
a wellness and Life Science Village in Llanelli, a creative 
industry project at Yr Egin in Carmarthen and a skills and 
talent initiative which will support skills development 
for the whole region.   

Since May 2015, our plaid Cymru led council has:

• Invested many millions of pounds in exciting 
projects to create hundreds of well-paid jobs to help 
keep our young people in our county

• Launched 1,000 affordable home programme, 
including building 60 council houses.

• Kept the council tax rise to 2.5% - half the rise under 
Labour in 2014

• Protected schools from real cuts to funding
• Protected Social Services and found extra money for 

essential highway repairs
• Given our lowest-paid staff a well-deserved 2.6% pay 

rise

All this has been achieved at a time of severe austerity 
imposed by the UK Tory Government and without a 
penny more from the Welsh Labour Government to 
cover inflation, costs and increased wage bills.

I am proud of what Plaid Cymru has achieved in 
Carmarthenshire in just two short years.   But we shan’t 
rest on our laurels – there is much more to do.  

We need your support in May to enable us to continue 
with the work of creating more jobs, raising living 
standards, providing affordable homes and making our 
communities even better places in which to live and 
work.

These are not empty promises. We’ve already started 
on ambitious plans and projects to turn our vision for 
Carmarthenshire into a reality for the present and future 
generations.  

This is our manifesto for Carmarthenshire.  Join us on the 
exciting journey ahead.

On 4th May, vote Plaid Cymru.

Emlyn Dole
Emlyn Dole
Leader of Carmarthenshire Plaid Cymru Group
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Positive Action - 
Not Empty Promises
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Housing

Providing homes means more than just building houses.  New houses must be in the right places 
and be affordable to rent or buy.  

The needs and impact on a community, its amenities, language and culture must also be 
considered.  Better and fairer use can also be made of the present council housing stock.

Since being in administration Plaid Cymru has embarked on an ambitious programme to meet 
housing needs in Carmarthenshire, as we promised in our previous manifesto.

We are already on target to provide 1,000 affordable homes within the next five years. 

We are actively working towards this target by building new council houses, buying houses, bringing 
empty properties back into use and through our Social Letting agency.

We are at present making a comprehensive Housing Need survey in rural areas.  Full understanding of 
rural housing needs is vital and we promise to respond to the survey’s findings. 

We have made changes to the Housing Register. Our policy will now give preference to local residence 
when allocating a property.   

We will give priority to our existing council stock by ensuring that they are well maintained. 

We are committed to supporting all tenants through Welfare Reform and ensure that all tenants feel safe 
and secure with the services that the Council provides.

We are committed to exploring how Carmarthenshire can lead in pionerring and sustainable housing 
developments for future generations, including working with the Calon Cymru Network to consider how 
we can live and work in harmony with the environment.

“These ambitious plans will provide a steady supply of affordable homes and decent rented 
accomodation for our people in both town and country.”

Cllr Linda Evans
Executive Board Member for Housing 
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Planning

The planning system should be more flexible to serve local demand. 

On the one hand there are too many petty regulations restricting people from improving their 
homes or setting up new businesses, and on the other rigid policies supporting developments 
which are not in the interests of local people. 

We believe that the Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) is not fit for purpose and should be 
amended because:

• The projected target of 15,700 new homes by 2021 is over-estimated - latest Welsh Government 
figures predict the need for just 10,200 in the county by 2026,

• It promotes ‘urban sprawl’ on valuable agricultural land, as in Carmarthen West, 

• Huge developments place an intolerable burden on the NHS, Social Care etc., 

• Its negative impact on local communities,  in particular the Welsh language. 

While valuing our architectural heritage, empty chapels and churches can fall into rack and ruin due 
to over-zealous conservation regulations, which should be relaxed to allow sympathetic conversion to 
homes and businesses.

We will consider a new “Local Choice” approach to planning in rural villages (as pioneered by Stratford-
upon-Avon Council).  This will allow local community councils to request exceptional planning 
permission for small-scale housing developments that meet local needs e.g. self-build on locally owned 
land with the houses subject to local occupancy rules.  

We will also lobby the Welsh Government to ensure that National Planning Policies are more aligned to 
both rural and urban regeneration.

We will tackle the failings in the planning system which sees many new housing developments left 
incomplete for years.  We will do so working with developers, the Welsh Government and local residents 
to ensure there is a smoother processes to have roads completed and formally adopted.  

“Planning should allow developments which benefit our communities, while keeping in mind the 
impact on – and the needs of – future generations.”

Alun Lenny
Planning Committee Chair    
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Rural Carmarthenshire

About 40% of Carmarthenshire people live in rural areas.  Agriculture is obviously the main industry, 
but there is a range of other businesses who need support more than ever. 

We will:

• Urgently assess the condition of rural roads to prioritise maintenance work.

• Procure more locally-produced food, to boost our economy and enable people to eat well. 

• Teach pupils where their food comes from and to cook healthy meals. 

• Investigate setting-up a milk processing plant to give dairy farmers security and cut carbon miles. 

• Protect bus services, as so many village shops and post offices have closed.

• Enable the conversion of redundant farm buildings into homes for local people.

• Constitute a Rural Forum to draw up an action plan for rural areas. 

The family farm is the backbone of our rural communities.  Post-Brexit, farming will face very challenging 
times. Plaid Cymru will fight farmers’ corner on key issues such as:

• Financial support

When the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) ends, a fair share of new grants by the UK Government must 
be paid to smaller farmers.  For every £1 invested in farm support, farming delivers £7.40 back to the 
economy.  Huge landowners must not cream off millions of pounds in grants. 

• Trade agreements

A free trade agreement with New Zealand could flood the UK market with NZ lamb.  Such a serious threat 
to our local sheep farmers must be opposed. We will lobby the UK Government to make trade deals with 
countries more likely to import food from our farmers. 

• Opportunities

There is growing consumer demand for quality local produce – in particular meat and dairy produce. We 
will draw up a strategy to help promote production and consumption of such foods in Carmarthenshire.

“Rural areas are going through very difficult times. It’s not just farming. In villages shops, pubs, 
schools and chapels are closing. We’re determined to do our utmost to protect rural life.”

Cllr Jean Lewis, Trelech 
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Social Care

Merging NHS non-acute services with Social Care would save millions of pounds by cutting 
duplication of managerial staff and improve care. Huge sums could be saved and spent on more 
front-line community care staff.

We will:

• Push for Carmarthenshire to be the pathfinder for a new fully integrated national health and care 
service. 

• Linking with the Health and Wellbeing Village in Llanelli under the City Deal, we will work with other 
partners to create a County-wide sponsorship scheme for young people wishing to study medicine, 
with full financial support offered in return to a commitment to help us solve the local GP recruitment 
crisis.

• Press Hywel Dda University Health Board to place a greater emphasis on Mental Health care and 
ensure that resources are available to respond to rising demand.

• Work in conjunction with housing providers to deliver appropriate housing with support where 
required, to maintain people in their own homes for as long as possible and with NHS partners to 
build new convalescent homes for patients ready to leave hospital  but not yet ready to return home. 

• Provide more support for carers and young carers in particular and acknowledging that their 
participation in our county is huge.

• Collaborate and support the Voluntary Sector to expand recreation services and opportunities to 
socialise. 

• Raise awareness of volunteer opportunities within the County, to create a friendly and helpful society 
thereby improving the quality of living of our people.

• Strengthen the use of Welsh within Social Services so that anyone who wants to receive services in 
Welsh can do so as a fundamental right.

• Raise awareness of ‘Safeguarding’ and ensure that older people are treated with respect and dignity.
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Economy

We have recently embarked on a £210,000,000 5-year investment programme which has the 
potential to create hundreds of jobs.  These projects are being undertaken in both rural and urban 
areas of the County.

We will:

• Prioritise Carmarthenshire’s small towns and small businesses, with a cast-iron commitment to restoring 
our town centres into vibrant economic hubs.

• Lobby the Welsh Government to implement a renewed and fairer Small Business Rates Relief Scheme 
to better support small and medium businesses.

• Identify key Welsh public sector bodies that could be relocated to Carmarthenshire as part of the 
Welsh Government’s decentralisation strategy e.g. the Language Commissioner’s office or the new 
post-16 education funding council.

• Offer, jointly with Welsh Government, a package of training and support to encourage companies to 
target new export markets with an annual Export Challenge Prize to the most successful.

• Lead a targeted inward investment campaign aimed at attracting Irish companies to locate in the 
county and in Wales post-Brexit.

• Continue to maintain a Carmarthenshire First approach to purchasing by the Council and increasing 
the current share of our spending going to local businesses.  We will continue with our ambition to 
extend the Carmarthenshire Pound within Carmarthenshire. 

• Extending on the work started by Plaid Cymru’s national politicians, we will launch a county-wide 
‘Connecting Carmarthenshire’ campaign to expand coverage of superfast broadband and 4G mobile 
phone signals across the county, including exploring all options available to the Council to assist the 
most rural of homes and businesses.

• Make it easier for businesses to erect workshops or small units in rural areas.



Plaid’s Way Forward for Carmarthenshire  |  9

Environment & Transport

Plaid Cymru will play its full role in meeting our obligations to protecting the environment and 
tackling climate change.

We have invested in a new fleet of waste-lorries and interchangeable lorries and gritters, making 
us the most eco-friendly fleet in the UK.

We will:

• Continue our efforts to remain amongst the best in Wales.  At present no waste goes to landfill in 
Carmarthenshire and we will be increasing our efforts to hit and exceed the new recycling targets.

• Commit to looking for a more permanent solution for recycling in the Llangadog area. 

• Introduce solar panels on council-owned buildings and land, and put the environment and 
sustainability at the heart of all council departments.

• Continue to work with Welsh Government and liaise with the local Town and Community Council to 
achieve consensus for the best route for the Llandeilo Bypass.

• Prioritise Local Transport Fund investment over the next five years in the following key road projects:

Complete the Carmarthen West Link Road  to connect the A40 with Parc Dewi and the 
Egin Project at UW Trinity St. David by March 2018,

Improved access to the M4 from Llanelli along the A4138, and

• Continue to invest significant sums in the development of cycle-ways throughout the County

• Press the Trunk Road Agency for improved investment to major routes.  

• We will lobby the Welsh Government to dramatically increase the funding it gives for Safer Routes 
in Communitites, enabling the Council to provide more footpaths and safer walking spaces for 
pedestrians.

• Present a Carmarthenshire Rail Plan to Transport for Wales to help shape the tender specification for 
the new rail franchise for Wales and the Borders based around 4 key elements:

Re-opening Carmarthen to Aberystwyth railway line,
A new station at St Clears,

A new rail service connecting the Amman Valley and Swansea, and
More frequent services on the Heart of Wales line and investment in stations along route.
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Education & Culture

Education is the single biggest change a Council administration can make in Carmarthenshire.  

Carmarthenshire is already home to a ‘cradle to career’ education system, from early years nurseries 
to further and higher education institutions all established in the county.  

We want to maximise the opportunities available to parents, pupils and teachers by creating an 
education system of which Carmarthenshire can be proud.

We will:

• Seek to ensure every age-appropriate child in the county has access to a personal Chromebook or 
equivalent device for 1:1 learning work at school and at home 

• Take action to minimise the impact of poverty on pupils.

• Make sure full use is made of schools as community facilities

• Continue to invest in new school facilities. 

• Ensure the county’s Welsh Medium Education Strategic Plan is fully implemented

• Support a bid to site the new Welsh Gallery of Contemporary Art in Carmarthenshire at Golden Grove

• Make 2019 a year-long celebration of Welsh language and culture to mark the 200th anniversary of 
the first modern Eisteddfod in Carmarthen
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A 21st Century Council

We will:

• We will commit to becoming a more Open Council, committing to working according to the established 
principles of Open Government and Open Data. 

• We will listen to, and reward, staff ideas which improve services.

• Further commit to increased liaison with Town and Community Councils.

• Investigate establishing safe consumption facilities as a means of reducing harm from substance 
misuse.

• Commit to timewise working as a way of ensuring workplace equality.

• Commit to no compulsory redundancies and the principles of collective bargaining and negotiation 
and all Council staff being paid the Welsh Living Wage. We will use new Welsh Government procurement 
legislation to ensure that, wherever possible, businesses and organisations who carry out work on 
behalf of the Council adhere to fair work practices and decent pay.

• Refuse to implement the UK Government’s current Trade Union Bill or future attempts to diminish 
workers’ and trade union rights.

• Adopt a policy of no evictions as a result of the bedroom tax.

• Strengthen further our ties and associations with the Youth Council and the Carmarthenshire Youth 
Forum.


