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Dear constituent,
This year has been exceptionally busy in Parliament and in the Hemsworth
constituency. My constituency office has assisted directly with over 4,500
cases in this past year on issues ranging from housing advice to concerns
about HS2. This newsletter is meant to highlight some of the work I have
been doing as your MP both locally and nationally and to explain how I am
addressing the issues which matter most to you.

What's Inside...
HS2 through our area

Cuts to NHS Funding
Support for WASPI

Concentrix
Kinsley Three

Jon Trickett MP
Seasonal Greetings
The Christmas period is a time to reflect
on the past year and look ahead to the
new. It's a time when we can all wind
down from the stresses of everyday life
and spend time with friends and family.
But it's important to remember that
Christmas can be a very difficult period for
some of the most vulnerable in our
country.
My constituency has seen the sharp rise
in foodbank usage over the past few years
and sadly this won't be any different this
Christmas. So while I hope you enjoy this
special time, please spare a thought for
those families who are less fortunate.

NHS Funding Cuts
Under this government, our NHS is
understaffed and underfunded. This is
having a direct effect on patient
experience with 3.9 million people now
stuck on waiting lists for treatment and 1
in 4 having to wait at least a week to see
a GP.
This cannot continue. That is why I
supported Labour's campaign to urge the
Government to provide the vital funding
the NHS needs.
In November a group of volunteers and I
organised a street stall in South Elmsall to
gather signatures for our petition.

WASPI Campaign
The government's proposals, which were
rolled out this year, to raise the pension
age of women has had a huge impact on
the lives of many of my constituents. The
Women Against State Pension Inequality
campaign is working to change the
Government's shortsighted plans.
I've spoken with a great number of
women, including Janet and Deidre
(pictured), to hear how this will affect
them. Sadly, many women are now in a
financially unstable position. They thought
retirement was just around the corner,
only to have the carpet pulled from under
their feet.
These changes are unfair and unjust.
These women have worked hard all their
lives for the government to change the
rules right at the end. That is why I was
happy to sign and support Janet and
Deidre's petition.

We talked to hundreds of people who were
concerned about the direction of the NHS and
were keen to add their voice to the call for
better funding.
Almost every member of the public had a
story to tell of their firstclass treatment at the
hands of our doctors and nurses. But many
were also worried about the increasing role of
the private sector and how they have seen
frontline services pushed to the brink in
recent years.
Highquality public healthcare must be a
priority for this government. This means giving
our NHS the funding and support to carry on
providing its invaluable care.

Together they run the local branch of the
WASPI campaign to help raise awareness of
the government's plans. Sadly many women
are still unaware of how the changes will
impact them.
The petition organised by Janet and Deidre
managed to raise over a thousand signatures
in the local area alone and I was proud to
present it on their behalf to parliament.
I can assure them  and you  I will continue to
support their cause both locally and
nationally.

The potential impact of the Government's
HS2 proposals are huge, as I am sure
you may already know, both for those
directly affected and for the community as
a whole.
As your MP, I am going to do everything
in my power to stop our area being
devastated by the HS2 route. I strongly
believe that our area will receive no
benefit from the proposed route, yet we
will pay the biggest price.
The final proposed route announced on
the 15th November 2016 will travel
through our patch running by or near
South Kirkby, Hemsworth, South
Hiendley, Fitzwilliam, Kinsley, Havercroft,
Ryhill, Crofton and Sharlston.
The route will affect thousands of
residents either through the compulsory
purchase of properties or through
disruption, including noise/light pollution
and highways disturbance. In addition
the route will affect many prized
landmarks in our area, such as the
archaeological site near South Kirkby,
Howell Woods and Nostell Priory.
I have already met with and written to
HS2 to highlight all of our concerns about
the proposed route since the first
announcement.

The Secretary of State for Transport has
repeatedly ignored my requests for a meeting
and made the recent route announcement
without any consultation with me. It also
appears that the Secretary of State visited
Crofton recently without the courtesy of
informing either you or me.
I am pleased to have met with Peter Box,
Leader of Wakefield Council, to discuss their
opposition to the route and ways we can work
together to get the best deal possible for our
area.
It is really important that we engage with the
Government's consultation process, so would
urge you to do so. You can find it on the
consultations page of the Government's
website.

This is me at Nostell Bridge. Like many roads
in the local area, the bridge will have to be
altered to accommodate the construction of
the proposed route. This will cause a great
deal of disruption to nearby towns and
villages for many years.

The Kinsley Three
A few months ago I met with Marice
Hall, Karen McGee and Lesley Locke
who were on strike from their cleaning
jobs at Kinsley Academy. As we
approach Christmas, the Three have
been threatened with a disciplinary
hearing.

the country for people in precarious
jobs with employers who don't seem
to have a high regard for their
staff. This year saw the scandals
surrounding Sports Direct and BHS
which show that a fundamental
change is needed in business
governance to protect workers.

Their dispute with employer C&D
began after their contract was
outsourced by Wakefield City
Academies Trust. The Three found
their future pay had been cut and
terms changed.

As the dispute goes on I will
continue to support the Three and
do all I can do to put pressure on
Wakefield City Academies Trust and
C&D to get around the table to come
to a reasonable agreement.

Since first beginning the strike the
Three have found national recognition
being the subject of newspaper and
news stories across the UK.

It is important that all of us continue
to provide any support we can to
these brave women. I know there
have been events and fundraisers
put on in recent weeks. If you would
like further information on their
campaign please let me know.

This is because the Three represent
the struggle which is going on around

Concentrix

Contact Me

For the past months my office has been
dealing with many distressed constituents
regarding their poor treatment by Concentrix.

If you have any concerns or would like
advice or information about my role as
your MP or about an issue affecting
you please do not hesitate to contact
my office using the details below.

Concentrix is a US company which was
contracted by HMRC to cut tax credit fraud.
However, there have been thousands of
reports of people having their payments
completely stopped because of false
allegations leaving them in serious,
immediate financial hardship.
I welcomed the government's announcement
that the contract with Concentrix will not be
renewed. Despite this, there are still ongoing
concerns about the shambolic situation.

Address:
Ground Floor, Moorthorpe Railway
Station, Barnsley Road, South Kirkby,
WF9 3AT
Office Opening Times:
9:30am until 4pm, Monday to Friday
Office Telephone Number:
01977 655695

The findings into this showed that 1 in 3
claimants who had their payments stopped
took up a mandatory reconsideration, 90% of
which were successful. This demonstrates the
true scale of Concentrix's poor conduct.

Email:
jontrickett@jontrickett.org.uk

In addition, there have been many complaints
about the communication from HMRC. One
claimant was on the phone for 19 hours over
a six week period to find out if Concentrix had
stopped their payments erroneously.

Social Media:
Facebook  @jon.trickett
Twitter  @jon_trickett

The government must ensure those affected
by Concentrix's error, who are often the most
vulnerable in our society, are dealt with
promptly and respectfully.
I would urge anyone affected by this issue to
contact my office for further information or
guidance. I am happy to say almost all of
those who have contacted me about
Concentrix have seen a positive outcome.

Website:
www.jontrickett.org.uk

