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WHEREAS, on August 25, 2018, in addressing a challenge to the use of weighted votes to elect a state’s 

DNC members, the DNC Credentials Committee asked the Rules and Bylaws Committee (RBC) to review 

the use of weighted votes by State Parties; and 

 

WHEREAS, during its review of state delegate selection plans, the RBC has previously advised State 

Parties that National Convention delegates cannot be elected by a system that uses weighted votes, 

specifically telling the State Parties, “The use of weighted votes in any election is not provided for by the 

Delegate Selection Rules, the Call to the Convention or the DNC Charter. The concept of weighted votes 

is contrary to the Democratic Party’s and Robert’s Rules’ fundamental principle of “one person, one 

vote.”1; and 

 

WHEREAS, several State Democratic Parties2 utilize a voting structure where State Committee members 

cast multiple votes; and  

 

WHEREAS, in reviewing the organizational structure of state committees where members cast multiple 

votes, there are two general frameworks: (1) districts based on population, otherwise referred to as 

“population proportionate districts” (e.g., congressional or legislative districts); and (2) districts based on 

geography (e.g., counties); and  

 

WHEREAS, the use of having members cast multiple votes is discouraged in the conduct of Democratic 

Party business at all levels; and 

 

WHEREAS, the use of multiple votes where the member districts are “population proportionate” may, if 

specifically approved by the Rules and Bylaws Committee, be utilized by a State Party as a way to ensure 

participation and represent Democratic vote performance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the allocation of multiple votes to members representing districts that are not “population 

proportionate” is not consistent with Democratic Party principles;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, any State Party that allocates multiple votes to members 

representing districts that are not based on a “population proportionate” area or uses weighted voting that 

has not been specifically approved by the Rules and Bylaws Committee, have one year to bring the State 

Party’s structure or voting mechanism into compliance with this resolution for the election of DNC 

members during 2020; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the election of any DNC members by a State Party whose structure 

does not comply with this resolution may be subject to challenge and should be found by the Credentials 

Committee as out of compliance with this directive.  

 
1 2015 RBC directives to Montana, South Dakota and Democrats Abroad as part of the committee’s 

review of those state’s 2016 Delegate Selection Plans. 

2 States with a committee structure where members cast multiple votes include Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, 

Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, New York, North Carolina, and South Dakota.  


