
 

Jubilee USA Network  
110 Maryland Ave. NE, Ste 210 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
 
July 28, 2020 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Majority Leader Speaker of the House 
United States Senate United States House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol U.S. Capitol  
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Minority Leader   Minority Leader  
United States Senate United States House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol U.S. Capitol  
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
"May there be abundance of grain in the land; on the tops of the mountains may it wave; may its fruit be like 
Lebanon; and may people blossom in the cities like the grass of the field!" --- Psalm 72:16 
 
Dear Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy,  
 
As you move forward stimulus plans and your legislative agenda, please implement plans that offer both relief 
and opportunity for the people of Puerto Rico. We are grateful for many of the past efforts of Congress and we 
believe certain stimulus actions will not only benefit the US citizens of Puerto Rico, but could also benefit all 
US citizens across the 50 states and other territories battling the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
1.) We encourage Congress to immediately implement measures to return manufacturing jobs to Puerto Rico, 
by adopting legislation that encourages pharmaceuticals to spur economic recovery and job creation in areas of 
high unemployment and poverty. Puerto Rico has skilled labor, the capacity, and the facilities to immediately 
take up additional pharmaceutical and personal protective equipment manufacturing, to aid in the fight against 
COVID-19 and increase supplies in the United States. In the mid-2000s, Puerto Rico lost over 100,000 good 
jobs to India and China. This loss led to our current debt crisis and many of the economic challenges we now 
face, further exasperated by a series of natural disasters. Given the constraints that exist in global supply chains 
and critical needs faced by all US citizens, current stimulus plans should include measures to bring 
pharmaceutical manufacturing jobs immediately to Puerto Rico and revive Puerto Rico's failing and 
debt-burdened economy. 
 
2.) Nearly 60% of our children, US citizens, live in poverty in Puerto Rico. Our children are in vital need of 
Congressional action. The suffering our children face from the high-level of poverty, the recurring natural 
disasters and now COVID-19, can only be described as tragic. On August 1st, many of our children will lose 
Nutrition Assistance Program benefits and nearly 190,000 vulnerable people will be cut from these benefits. 
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Congressional action must ensure that by July 31st, $1.236 billion dollars is authorized to continue this program 
that impacts almost 1.5 million US citizens who reside in Puerto Rico. 
 
3.) Congress should move forward additional disaster recovery monies for Puerto Rico. The devastating impact 
of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, earthquakes and the coronavirus impact US citizens on the island. Conservative 
estimates note that Puerto Rico needs an additional $60 billion in recovery aid. We hope Congress can move 
forward this aid for the US citizens living in Puerto Rico and for the broader commerce agenda critical for all 
US citizens. 
 
Please know we continue to hold you and your public service mission in our daily prayers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roberto O. González Nieves OFM   
Metropolitan Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Juan de Puerto Rico 
 
Rubén González Medina CMF   
Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ponce   
  
Reverend Felipe Lozada Montañez 
President of the Puerto Rico Council of Churches and Emeritus Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran in Puerto 
Rico 
  
Reverend Miguel A. Morales Castro 
General Pastor of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Puerto Rico   
   
Reverend Héctor F. Ortiz Vidal 
Bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico 
  
Reverend Esteban González Dobles 
Former General Pastor of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Puerto Rico 
  
Reverend Rafael Moreno Rivas 
Emeritus Bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico 
  
Reverend Heriberto Martínez Rivera 
General Secretary of the Puerto Rico Bible Society 
 
Reverend Enrique Camacho 
Executive Director of Cáritas (Catholic Charities) of Puerto Rico 
 
CC: Members of Congress 
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