
Dear Friends,

This year has been a reminder of the need for change. In September, 
devastating Hurricanes tore through the Caribbean, causing billions 
of dollars in damage to several already-struggling economies. The 
very week that Antigua and Barbuda were hit, Barbuda sent $3 
million to the IMF in debt payments, money that could have been 
used to help those suffering from this catastrophe the most. 

Responsible lending and borrowing is about right relationships 
and about common sense. With destruction from Hurricanes this 
summer causing an estimated $180 billion, now is the time to set 
our system right, to put in place protections for those hit by natural 
disasters in the future, and ensure that those affected today receive 
relief, instead of a collection notice. 

I want to personally thank you for your participation in Jubilee 
Weekend this year and your support of our efforts. We feel your 
prayers and they make miracles possible in our work. We hope this 
guide is helpful to you as you plan your Jubilee Weekend, and wish 
you peace and joy as you live your faith in love. 

Gratefully,

Eric LeCompte
Executive Director

Building an economy that serves, protects, and promotes the participation of the most vulnerable

212 East Capitol St NE Tel: (202) 783-3566
Washington, DC 20003 jubileeusa.org



Jubilee Weekend 2017 Guide

Good News to the Poor
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the 

LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor...” 

Isaiah 61:1

Right Relationship
In the Old Testament, God lays out the Jubilee vision of building right relationships. 
This year, our Jubilee Weekend theme is “Good News to the Poor.” Help us through 
prayer, action and support to bring good news to the poor of the world by putting in 
place responsible lending and borrowing standards that will protect our brothers and 
sisters around the world and in our own neighborhoods. 
Included in this guide are sample prayers, relevant scriptures, action guides and other 
resources to help you plan your Jubilee Weekend. We welcome you to adapt any of 
the following materials for your tradition. We also invite you to simply be inspired 
by these examples and let the Spirit move your congregation to pray and act for a 
Jubilee for all of God’s people. 
For questions or further resources, please contact Kate Zeller at 503-936-7553 or 
kate@jubileeusa.org. 

Thank you for helping us proclaim Jubilee 
and good news to the poor this year.

Jubilee USA Network is an alliance of more than 80 US organizations, 550 
faith communities and 50 Jubilee global partners. Jubilee’s mission is to 
build an economy that serves, protects and promotes the participation of 
the most vulnerable. 



pRayeR foR healing
G-d, we pray for healing, 

for wholeness in our broken world.

We are frightened by this world in crisis
and pray for those lost in chaos and grief. 

We pray, O G-d, 

for the compassion to help those we can
and to be your outstretched arms to those 
in need. 

We pray for those in positions of power, 
that they may be led to act for the poor.

We pray that through the love and action 
of many, all people might be made whole.

pRayeR of Jubilee
O Great G-d of all creation, hear our plea

We pray for an end to broken systems,

in a world beset by the ravages of poverty 
and debt

We pray for rightness, fairness, justice and 
grace

We pray for your light to guide us as we 
seek your will. 

Bless us with an economy that is whole 
and right, 

where all can live in dignity and hope
and your light shines brightly in every land

G-d Most High, Bless us with your Jubilee

pRayeR of Commitment
Faithful G-d, we are committed to being 
your Jubilee people. 

Help us realize that we have gifts, talents, 
and influence that you intend us to use for 
good. 

Help us use the privilege we have in order 
that your world might become a better 
place. 

Help us to proclaim release for the cap-
tives and to set oppressed peoples free. 

We commit ourselves to working for your 
Jubilee justice. 

Let it roll down like a river.  

pRayeR of RebiRth
O Wonderful G-d

That has created in the earth a system of 
renewal and cleansing

that the purity of your creation might re-
mind us continually of you

The streams and rivers, creeks and water-
falls point us toward your light

We pray that the children of the earth 
might also live under a system of rebirth

that our economy might be restored

and all may be given the chance to begin 
again

with the evils and injustices of the past 
swept away

Please, O G-d, grant us our prayer

Prayers



Prayers
for Hurricane victims and tHeir families

a path foRwaRd pRayeR
Lord Most High and Holy

Hear this day our prayer

As we remember the fallen and forgotten 

Whose lives were forever altered

By the terrible hurricanes in the Caribbean 
this year

We pray for the survivors

And the souls of those that were lost

We pray for the hearts still depressed

And the children still afraid 

We pray for a bright future for them

Bless them, Lord, with a new path

An economy in which they can thrive

A community free from corruption and 
debt

Bless them with a true Jubilee

pRayeR of RemembRanCe
O G-d, 

We know of thy goodness and mercy 

To all creatures under heaven

We ask thee this day for help

On behalf of those weighed down with 
burdens they cannot bear

We pray for those affected by Hurricane 
Irma and Maria

We remember them and their suffering

And we ask for them freedom 

From debt, bondage, crushing poverty

Give unto them abundantly, G-d

A fresh start, free from the debt of the past

And the means whereby to rebuild, recov-
er, restore and reconcile

We call on Thee, that they may be free

pRayeR foR hope

Most gracious G-d

Thank you for listening to our prayer

And for your loving kindness to all that 
turn to you

We pray for those who are forgotten by 
the world and the media

We pray for those still hurting and strug-
gling in the Caribbean

We watched as hurricanes devastated their 
homes and communities 

And our hearts ached for them

We remember them now 

And we pray for them

Not only that they feel of your love and 
peace

But that they have hope for a brighter 
future

That they can be freed from the debt 
threatening to crush their future

And be given resources to truly begin 
again

Please bless those with power and author-
ity to act in accordance with your desire to 
bless and comfort these precious souls

We ask in faith, O G-d



Scriptures
the old testament
Exodus 3:7; 20; 21; 23
Deuteronomy 14, 15
“At the end of every seventh year you are 

to cancel the debts of those who owe you 

money … the Lord himself has declared 

the debt canceled.” Deut. 15:1-2 (Good 

News Translation)

Leviticus 25-27, 50-52
Nehemiah 5:1-13; 10:28-31
“Now let’s give up all our claims to repay-

ment. Cancel all the debts they owe you – 

money or grain or wine or olive oil.” Neh. 

5:10-11 (Good News Translation)

Psalm 146:7-9
Proverbs 14:31
“He who oppresses the poor shows con-

tempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind 

to the needy honors God.” Prov. 14:31 

(RSV)

Isaiah 58; 61:1-2
Jeremiah 34:8-18
Ezekiel 18:7-9

Amos 2:6-7, 8:5-6 
“The Lord says, ‘The people of Israel have 

sinned ... They sell into slavery honest 

people who cannot pay their debts, the 

poor who cannot repay even the price of a 

pair of sandals’” Amos 2:6-7 (Good News 

Translation)

Micah 6:8
Habakkuk 2:6-7
“‘How long will you go on getting rich by 

forcing your debtors to pay up?’ But be-

fore you know it, you that have conquered 

others will be in debt yourselves and 

forced to pay interest.” Hab. 2: 6-7 (RSV)

the new testament
Luke 4:17-19; 7:36-50; 11:2-4; 16:1-3
“A certain creditor had two debtors; one 

owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. When they could not pay, he canceled 

the debts for both of them.” Luke 7: 41-42 

(RSV)

Matthew 6:9-15; 18:21-35
Acts 2:43-46; 4:32-37

Christian



the toRah
Leviticus 25:11-13
The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee to you 

insofar as you may not sow, harvest crops 

growing of their own accord, or gather 

grapes from unpruned vines during that 

[year]. The jubilee shall thus be holy to 

you. You shall eat the crops from the field 

that [year]. In the jubilee year, every man 

shall return to his hereditary property. 

Leviticus, 25:1-24, esp vss. 10 and 23-24
Furthermore the land must not be sold 

beyond reclaim, for the land is mine, you 

are but resident aliens under my authority.  

Therefore, throughout the land you hold, 

you must provide redemption for the land.

Deuteronomy 15:1-2
At the end of every seventh year you are 

to cancel the debts of those who owe you 

money, the Lord himself has declared the 

debt canceled.

Deuteronomy 15:1-18 (esp. 1-2 & 13-14)
Every seventh year you shall practice re-

mission of debts. This shall be the nature 

of the remission: every creditor shall remit 

the due that he claims from his neighbor 

(reíah). He shall not dun his relative or his 

neighbor, because this remission is for the 

Eternal. 

Leviticus 25:8-10
You shall count seven Sabbatical years, 

that is, seven times seven years. The pe-

riod of the seven Sabbatical cycles shall 

thus be 49 years. Then on the l0th day 

of the seventh month, you shall make a 

proclamation with the ram’s horn. This 

proclamation with the ram’s horn is thus to 

be made on Yom Kippur. You shall sanctify 

the fiftieth year, declaring emancipation in 

the land for all its inhabitants. This is your 

jubilee year, when each man shall return to 

his hereditary property and to his family. 

Jewish



MusliM

the QuR’an
2:280    The Qur’an encourages debt 

cancellation whenever a debtor is unable, 

due to his particular circumstances, to 

repay the debt: “and if (the debtor) 

is in difficulty, then (there should be) 

postponement until (he is) at ease, but that 

you should give it as charity is (even) better 

for you, if you knew.”

9:60    The alms are only for the poor and 

the needy, and those who collect them (for 

distribution), and those whose hearts are 

to be reconciled (resettlement of families, 

refugees etc), to free captives (slaves etc) 

and the debtors in need, and for the cause 

of Allah and the needy travelers; a duty 

imposed by Allah. Allah is Knower, Wise.” 

2:282    O you who believe, when you 

transact a loan for any period, you shall 

write it down. An impartial scribe shall 

do the writing. No scribe shall refuse to 

perform this service, according to Allah’s 

teachings. He shall write, while the debtor 

dictates the terms. He shall observe Allah 

his Lord and never cheat. If the debtor 

is mentally incapable, or helpless, or 

cannot dictate, his guardian shall dictate 

equitably. 

2:276-280    Allah condemns usury, and 

blesses charities. Allah dislikes every 

disbeliever, guilty. O you who believe, 

you shall observe Allah and refrain from 

all kinds of usury, if you are believers. If 

you do not, then expect a war from Allah 

and His messenger. But if you repent, you 

may keep your capitals, without inflicting 

injustice, or incurring injustice. If the 

debtor is unable to pay, wait for a better 

time. If you give up the loan as a charity, it 

would be better for you, if you only knew. 

59:07    That which Allah giveth as spoil 

unto His messenger from the people 

of the townships, it is for Allah and His 

messenger and for the near of kin and the 

orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, 

that it become not a commodity between 

the rich among you. 







Actions

aCt now
The following paragraphs explain how 
you and your faith community can get 
involved. Find something that works for 
you here, or use these resources as a 
guide to create something of your own. 

sign the petition
Print out the petition sheets included 
at the end of this guide and pass them 
around to your congregations or send 
out the web link to our online petition 
on your congregation newsletter (http://
www.jubileeusa.org/irma_relief). You can 
also plan an information meeting on the 
issue with your congregation or those 
interested in your group and inform them 
about the petition and Jubilee USA using 
the educational materials provided in the 
following pages.
 

If you printed the petition, please send 
the completed pages to Jubilee USA at:
Jubilee USA Network
212 E Capitol St. NE
Washington, D.C. 20003

send postCaRds
After the Actions section of this guide 
and the petition, you’ll find a postcard 
you can print at a local or online print 
shop. Please print the two pages double-
sided on 8.5 x 11 cardstock or other more 
durable paper. This may be easier to do 
at a local print shop than on the printer in 
your office or home. You may also want 
the printer to cut the sheets in half for 
you. 
After you’ve printed the postcards, 
encourage congregation members to sign 
them by passing them out after a service, 
displaying them on a table in a lobby or 
office, or gathering a group to talk about 

As part of your Jubilee Weekend service or event, we invite you to take action with us 
to build an economy that serves, protects and promotes the participation of the most 
vulnerable.
If you belong to a faith community that chooses not to participate in these actions on 
a day of worship, you can schedule a time to act as a community or small group that is 
appropriate to your faith tradition.



the petition and then sign. You may either 
gather them and send them altogether  
to us at the Jubilee USA headquarters 
in Washington D.C. or have signers send 
them individually.  We’ll make sure your 
voice is heard on this important policy! 
The address is already printed on the 
postcards for your convenience. 

ContaCt youR 
RepResentatives
Jubilee USA is constantly helping educate  
decision makers on economic issues that 
affect the poor. Organize a time with 
your faith group to visit our website and 
send emails or pick up the phone and call 
your representatives to let them know 
that economic justice is important to you. 
Please visit 
http://www.jubileeusa.org/act_now to 
see how you can help. Sending this link 
out to your faith community or as part 
of an email newsletter can also be an 
excellent way to get your congregation 
involved. 

youR voiCe matteRs
Faith communities have been a powerful 
voice for change throughout history, and 
now is your chance to be a part of the 
story!
Whatever you do, don’t hesitate to 
contact us for help and please, let us 
know how it goes! Please send any event 
pictures to outreach@jubileeusa.org. 

Things to keep in mind if you are 
planning an event: 
• Let your local press know what you 
have planned. Many smaller local papers 
are glad to get information about 
communities getting involved in social 
justice. Even if your event seems small, 
many people would be glad to know 
what you are doing. If you need help 
writing a press release, contact us at 
outreach@jubileeusa.org or at (202) 783-
3566 x105. 
• Have your clergy or faith leader share 
what you are doing for service at local 
clergy meetings.
• Many denominations are part of 
Jubilee’s national Network Council, and 
some have statements about our work 
on their websites. You can print out 
your denomination’s statement on our 
issues to be available for congregation 
members. You can see our current 
Network Council members at 
www.jubileeusa.org/network_council.
• Set up a prayer corner in your house of 
worship. Pray for people living in poverty 
and for world leaders who make decisions 
about international and domestic finance. 
Include pictures and short facts. Have a 
place for individuals to light candles and 
a journal to write prayers. If the prayer 
space is in the sanctuary, you might 
invite people who wish to visit the prayer 
station to do so at appropriate times 
during the service.



Please siGn The PeTiTion To

Support those Affected by 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria

Please reTurn PeTiTion To: Jubilee uSA Network 
212 eASt CApitol St. Ne 

wAShiNgtoN, DC 2003 

IMF, World Bank, and Creditors:

In the wake of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, 
please enact a moratorium on debt payments for 
Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda and other severely 
impacted countries so they can use these resources 
to recover and rebuild. I also ask that you provide 
grants, not loans, to assist in recovery efforts across 
the Caribbean. In light of the increased risks 
from climate change, please support a permanent 
mechanism to suspend debt payments and reduce 
debt payments to a sustainable level, for all 
vulnerable countries hit by disasters.

White House, Congress, Puerto Rico’s Oversight Board, 
Judge Swain:

In the wake of Hurricane Irma and Maria, please ensure 
that relief aid in the form of grants, as opposed to loans, 
provides enough recovery resources for Puerto Rico and 
the US Virgin Islands to rebuild. Because both of these 
US Territories were already dealing with severe debt crises 
before Hurricanes Irma and Maria, I ask that you ensure 
adequate debt relief to bring the debt of the islands to 
sustainable levels. Finally, please enact greater responsible 
lending and borrowing protections to prevent financial 
crises in US States, US Territories and foreign countries.

Full name email state Zip Code signature



petitioN for Debt relief for hurriCANe AffeCteD iSlANDS AND poliCieS to eNSure 
Debt relief for CouNtrieS Severely AffeCteD by NAturAl DiSASterS iN the future. 

Full name email state Zip Code signature

Please reTurn PeTiTion To: Jubilee uSA Network 
212 eASt CApitol St. Ne 

wAShiNgtoN, DC 2003 



Act for the poor,
break chains,
heal homes,
bless lives.

Act for the poor,
break chains,
heal homes,
bless lives.



The iMF and World bank
C/o Jubilee usa neTWork

212 easT CaPiTol sT ne
WashinGTon, dC 20003

Place 
Postage 

Here

The iMF and World bank
C/o Jubilee usa neTWork

212 easT CaPiTol sT ne
WashinGTon, dC 20003

Place 
Postage 

Here

FiGhT For resPonsible lendinG and borroWinG To end PoverTy World-Wide

Dear ______________________,

In the wake of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, please enact a 
moratorium on debt payments for Dominica, Antigua and 
Barbuda and other severely impacted countries so they can 
use these resources to recover and rebuild. I also ask that you 
provide grants, not loans, to assist in recovery efforts across 
the Caribbean. In light of the increased risks from climate 
change, please support a permanent mechanism to suspend 
debt payments and reduce debt payments to a sustainable 
level, for all vulnerable countries hit by disasters.

In Hope,

NAME: ___________________________________________
ADDrESS: ________________________________________
CITY: ___________________ STATE: _____ ZIP : __________
EMAIL: ___________________________________________

If you provide your email, we send you periodic updates on our work

FiGhT For resPonsible lendinG and borroWinG To end PoverTy World-Wide

Dear ______________________,

In the wake of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, please enact a 
moratorium on debt payments for Dominica, Antigua and 
Barbuda and other severely impacted countries so they can 
use these resources to recover and rebuild. I also ask that you 
provide grants, not loans, to assist in recovery efforts across 
the Caribbean. In light of the increased risks from climate 
change, please support a permanent mechanism to suspend 
debt payments and reduce debt payments to a sustainable 
level, for all vulnerable countries hit by disasters.

In Hope,

NAME: ___________________________________________
ADDrESS: ________________________________________
CITY: ___________________ STATE: _____ ZIP : __________
EMAIL: ___________________________________________

If you provide your email, we send you periodic updates on our work



Responsible Lending 
and Borrowing
The debt crisis is a symp-
tom of a much larger prob-
lem: an international finan-
cial system that does not 
serve, protect, or promote 
the participation of the 

world’s most vulnerable 
people. In 2010, Jubilee 
USA and its international 
partners won a critical vic-
tory when they moved the 
global community to cancel 
Haiti’s debt in the wake of 
its devastating earthquake.  
The canceled debt totaled 
more than $1 billion, a stag-
gering amount of money in 
a country that was already 
the poorest in the Western 
Hemisphere before the 
earthquake.

Immediately afterward, 
however, Haiti began to 
take on new loans, includ-
ing many with harmful con-
ditions, accumulating tens 
of millions of dollars in debt 

at a time when a 
post-earthquake 
cholera epidem-
ic was sweeping 
the country and 
poverty remained 
endemic. Debt 
relief is critically 
important, but a 
new international 

framework governing lend-
ing and borrowing is need-
ed if countries like Haiti are 
to prosper.
The Jubilee USA  Network 
advocates to address four 
key components of that 
system to transform the 
global economy and help 
end the structural root 
causes of extreme poverty.
 They are simple, common 
sense conservative princi-
ples that have the support 

of members of Congress 
from both sides of the aisle.
We recommend:  

•  The terms of loans 
should comply with 
international law

•  Loans should be 
made only when there 
is evidence that they 
can be repaid

•  Loans should not 
carry hidden or harmful 
conditions

•  Loan details should 
be made public

•  Audits should be un-
dertaken to determine 
the legitimacy of past 
loans

By ensuring that new loans 
are undertaken publicly, re-
sponsibly, and in the best 
interest of the people on 
whose behalf they are con-
tracted, the international 
community can prevent fu-
ture debt crises.  

Financial policies seriously affect the vulnerable. 

Jubilee USA Network is an alliance of more than 80 US organizations, 550 
faith communities and 50 Jubilee global partners. Jubilee’s mission is to build 
an economy that serves, protects and promotes the participation of the most 
vulnerable. 



Anonymous Shell 
Companies
Anonymous corporations,  
also called shell companies,  
are companies created 
on paper that don’t 
do significant business 
and don’t disclose the 
company’s true owner. 
They are often used as 
vehicles for financial crimes, 
including tax evasion, 
Medicare fraud, terrorism, 
human trafficking, drug 
dealing and weapons 
trafficking. Our partners at 
Global Witness call these 
companies the “getaway 
cars” for financial crime. 
Shell companies contribute 
to the estimated one trillion 
dollars that leaves the 
developing world annually 
through crime, tax evasion 
and corruption. This flow 
of dirty money takes 
resources away from the 
world’s poorest countries 
and people.
When someone forms a 
company in the U.S., they 
do not have to disclose the 

real people who profit from 
its existence or activities, 
known as the “beneficial 
owners.” Instead, the  real 
owners can conceal 
their names and 
identities by using 
a front person 
(such as a lawyer) 
to represent the 
company. This lack 
of transparency 
allows criminals 
and the corrupt 
to launder money 
and makes it difficult for 
law enforcement to solve 
financial crime.
Financial transparency is 
critical to ending poverty 
and protecting both the  
resources and tax revenues 
of poor countries. Here in 
the United States, we have 
an important role to play 
in promoting transparency 
and stopping the flow 
of dirty money out of 
developing countries.
The bi-partisan Corporate 

Transparency Act would 
ensure that companies 
formed in the U.S. disclose 
their true owners. This will 

make it much easier for law 
enforcement to track down 
criminals and prosecute 
and prevent illegal activity. 
Corporate transparency 
can reduce the flow of 
dirty money and ensure 
that vulnerable populations 
can access resources to 
build schools, hospitals and 
infrastructure. This bill will 
make it harder for those 
stealing from the most 
vulnerable to use the U.S. 
financial system as their 
“getaway car.”

Shell companies facilitate crime and fraud. 

Jubilee USA Network is an alliance of more than 80 US organizations, 550 
faith communities and 50 Jubilee global partners. Jubilee’s mission is to build 
an economy that serves, protects and promotes the participation of the most 
vulnerable. 



JUBILEE!Procl
aim

by helPinG us build an eConoMy ThaT Works For everyone

Jubilee USA Network is a coalition of 650 national and local religious 
congregations that work to build an economy where everyone can 
thrive. To learn more, about how you and your congregation can help, 
please visit www.jubileeusa.org, or email us at coord@jubileeusa.org

JUBILEE!

JUBILEE!



JUBILEE!
by helPinG us build an eConoMy ThaT Works For everyone

Procl
aimJUBILEE!

Jubilee USA is a 
coalition of over 650 
national and local 
faith communities 
that work to build 
an economy where 
everyone can thrive.  
To learn more, about 
how you and your 
congregation can 
help start fixing the structural causes of poverty and 
make a difference in the lives of millions around the 
world, please visit www.jubileeusa.org, or email us at 
coord@jubileeusa.org.

212 East Capitol St NE 
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 783-3566
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