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Cover Photo: Jubilee USA and international Jubilee partners in a bus en 
route to a United Nations development summit in Nairobi, Kenya, July, 

2016. Prior to the “UNCTAD” summit all of Jubilee USA’s partners met for a 
strategy meeting of the global Jubilee movement. 

See inside for more details.
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November 20, 2016

Dear Friends,

Thanks to your support, 2016 was a year of growth and a 
year of victories at Jubilee USA.

As we grew our staff, budget, our national coalition and 
our grassroots base, we also grew our impact. On the next 
page you can find a summary of our victories in 2016, 
from addressing child poverty in Puerto Rico to fighting 
corruption to forging a UN development agreement.

In the midst of a divisive election year, we continue to bring 
people together to fight extreme poverty and inequality 
- and we continue to win.

Can you make a tax-deductible year-end gift to Jubilee USA 
to help us keep growing and winning? Your gift will be 
matched by a generous donor who is giving us a 20,000 
dollar matching grant.

I hope you like the new look of our year-end report - in the 
next few months, we’ll launch a new website with a new 
“brand” and logo. Stay tuned. 

Thanks for reading!

Gratefully,

Eric LeCompte 
Executive Director



Working with Puerto 
Rico’s religious leaders, 
Jubilee USA moved 
Washington to act on 
the island’s debt and 
humanitarian crisis. 
This has been the 
only truly bipartisan 
Congressional action 
in six years.

We organized thousands of phone calls to Congress, ran 
radio ads in Super Tuesday primary states and coordinated 
national religious institutions to join our efforts.

Against millions of dollars in special interest lobbying, we 
won legislation that gave Puerto Rico tools to restructure its 
debt, stopped vulture funds and austerity. We amended the 
bill to address child poverty, ensure the debt is audited and 
won the praise of Republicans and Democrats on the House 
floor.

But this legislation is just the first step - now Jubilee USA is 
working to ensure that Puerto Rico can restructure its debt 
and grow its economy. We’re pushing Congress to act on 
Puerto Rico’s child poverty crisis and keeping the media 
spotlight on this humanitarian crisis impacting 3.5 million 
American citizens.

2016 Key Jubilee Victories
We passed bipartisan Puerto Rico debt crisis legislation 
that prevents austerity, restructures the debt and stops 
predatory “vulture funds.”
We moved House Speaker 
Paul Ryan to support our 
amendment to the legislation 
to address child poverty 
in Puerto Rico. It passed 
unanimously and both 
Republicans and Democrats praised us on the House floor.
For the first time in world history, Jubilee USA 
convened a direct negotiation between the heads of 
creditors and the leader of a nation in financial crisis. We 
brought together Puerto Rico’s Governor and creditors for 
a debt arbitration led by Puerto Rico’s religious leaders at 
a New York City church.
Across the country, we built support for bipartisan 
legislation to curb corruption and promote transparency. 
In Kenya, we forged a global development agreement 
that ensures a critical United Nations agency will continue 
building international consensus on the debt, tax and 
trade policies we champion.
In Delaware, New York, Georgia, South Carolina, Arizona, 
California, Washington, Oregon, Michigan, and Illinois, we 
held outreach events with grassroots faith communities 
and built or expanded new Jubilee coalitions.
We promoted common good trade polices with 
hundreds of Congressional Offices.
We welcomed 7 new Jubilee Congregations from Maine 
to Utah to Georgia.
We grew our national coalition for the second straight 
year, welcoming Oxfam America and Red Letter Christians 
to our national Network Council.
Our work was featured in tens of thousands of news 
outlets around the world, including The Wall Street Journal, 
NBC News, CNN, The Washington Post and most likely - your 
hometown news paper.
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Crisis in Puerto Rico

Jubilee USA’s Executive Director Eric LeCompte testifying at a Congressional 
hearing that became the basis of bipartisan Puerto Rico legislation



The Panama Papers leak exposed 
how the corrupt use “anonymous 
shell companies” to finance 
crime and drain resources from 
developing countries. US-based 
shell companies contribute to 
the over $1 trillion that leaves the 
developing world each year through crime, corruption and 
tax evasion. 
In 2016, we’ve tripled the number of co-sponsors of our 
legislation to stop shell company corruption. We’re running 
innovative campaigns in New York, South Carolina and 
Oregon and we’re one of the few groups able to move both 
Republicans and Democrats on this issue.

Jubilee USA works to reform predatory “payday” lending 
- loans targeted to low-income communities with high 
interest rates.  This year, we launched our efforts at an event 
in California with faith leaders and community groups.
On Jubilee Weekend, more 
than 100 faith communities 
acted and prayed to stop 
predatory lending and 
promote responsible 
alternatives.

Payday Lending

The Panama Papers

Debt crises are spreading across 
the world - in Mozambique, a 
debt and corruption scandal 
pushed international financial 
institutions to call for a full 
debt audit. Jubilee USA works 
with our partners in the region 
to highlight the crisis and to 
move Washington to promote 
responsible lending, debt relief and budget transparency.

Debt Crisis in Mozambique
Jubilee’s views on Mozambique 

appeared in:

Jubilee clergy meet with Rep. David 
Young to discuss shell companies

To support Jubilee USA’s work, you can mail a check to:
212 E Capitol St NE

Washington DC, 20003
Give online at: jubileeusa.org/support-us

To make a gift of stocks, bonds or other securities or to make Jubilee 
USA part of your legacy through planned giving contact: 

Greg Williams at (202) 783-3566 x101 or greg@jubileeusa.org

Thanks to your support, Jubilee USA is 
growing at every level. We’re building 
an inclusive economy, growing a 
movement and addressing inequality 

and extreme poverty:
In the past 3 years, we’ve grown the Jubilee Congregations 
program by 40% and our national coalition by 16%
This year we welcomed two new staff: Policy Director Darrin 
Brown and Northeast Outreach Director Kaeley McEvoy 
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The United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
does critical work - it built the 
consensus for billions of dollars in 
debt relief for the world’s poorest 
countries. This summer, with 
negotiations to renew UNCTAD’s 
work faltering, Jubilee USA’s delegation brought developed 
and developing countries to the table and won agreement 
to renew UNCTAD’s mandate on debt, tax and trade. 
Delegates had given up hope on passing an agreement, 
until Jubilee USA stepped in and brokered a final 
precedent setting solution. Our director Eric LeCompte 
addressed the UNCTAD general assembly and participated 
in high-level meetings with finance ministers and central 
bank governors.
As the summit began, Jubilee USA and our international 
partners from 5 continents held a critical strategy meeting 
to plan coordinated action on debt and poverty. 

Forging a Global Development Agreement

Jubilee Growth



Last December, Pope Francis launched a Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, calling on all people to work to end extreme poverty 
around the world. The Jubilee Year is deeply tied to our own 
founding - in the late 1990’s, Pope John Paul II and religious 
leaders across the world used the Jubilee Year of 2000 to 
call for debt relief for the world’s poorest countries. Jubilee 
USA is working with almost every major religious group in 
the United States. It’s why Congressional Quarterly cites 
the work of Jubilee USA as the last bipartisan coalition 
in Washington. Muslim, Jewish and Christian communities 
are joining Jubilee USA in record numbers. 
This year we held three major events with Evangelical and 
Catholic leaders on Jubilee’s work. In November we held an 
incredible lecture at Catholic University with Archbishop 
Silvano Tomasi, from the Pontifical Council of Justice 
and Peace and former Vatican Ambassador to the UN. At 
a special event at the US Capitol Building, we honored 
Archbishop Tomasi; The Honorable Spencer Bachus, 
Republican House Financial Services Chair Emeritus; Ruth 
Messinger, Global Ambassador and Retired President, 
American Jewish World Service; and Kent Spriggs, Lead 
Attorney and Author of Jubilee USA’s 2014 Supreme Court 
amicus brief. In the coming months we are organizing 
special events with the Vatican.

Pope Francis and the Jubilee Year of Mercy


