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ABBOTT GOVERNMENT HAS NO PLAN TO PREVENT YOUTH
UNEMPLOYMENT
Australia’s most vulnerable and disadvantaged youth have been forgotten by
the Abbott Government as it drives reforms across employment services and
broadens its Work for the Dole program.
The Shadow Minister for Employment, Julie Collins, said the Abbott Government had
failed Australia’s youth by introducing a culture of blame and penalising them for not
meeting their mutual obligation requirements.
“Clearly, what this Government is saying is that it doesn’t care about Australia’s
youth and it is intent on penalising people rather than supporting them when they
need help the most,” Ms Collins said.
“Instead of introducing unreasonable measures in its Work for the Dole program, the
Abbott Government could have developed other ways to support Australia’s most
vulnerable youth into employment.”
The Shadow Assistant Minister for Education, Amanda Rishworth, said the Abbott
Government had left a considerable gap in services given it cut programs in the
Budget which were successfully helping young people at-risk.

“This Government has no plan to help Australia’s most disadvantaged and vulnerable
young people to complete their education or training,” Ms Rishworth said.
“Prime Minister Tony Abbott has no alternative for replacing important services that
provide meaningful assistance to young people who have fallen through the cracks,
to re-engage them with school or transition them into work.
“The Youth Connections program, Partnership Brokers and National Career
Development services are important programs designed to prevent young people
falling into a cycle of long-term unemployment.
“The Prime Minister’s cruel cuts and lack of alternative support shows he has no plan
to re-engage young people into study or transition them in to work, and avoid the
consequences of long-term unemployment,” Ms Rishworth said.
By the end of 2014, the programs would have helped more than 100,000 young
Australians transition from school into the workforce or get back into study.
The programs only required $130 million to continue providing this essential support.
Youth unemployment programs that were cut in this year’s Budget include:
•

The Youth Connections program which engages vulnerable, disengaged and
often marginalised young people into education and employment transition
services. Youth Connections provided intensive and flexible support to help
address barriers young people face.

•

Partnership Brokers which is a program that works with 22 of the top 50 ASX
companies and have brokered over 1,800 agreements between schools,
employers and charities to make sure young Australians at risk of long term
unemployment move into work, education, training or work experience.

•

National Career Development services which support vital links between
industry, students and training options, as well as local projects to assist
growing industries to attract new workers.
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