
Euthanasia should not be legalised 

 

It is our belief that legalised euthanasia is not something which should ever be considered in 

Victoria, and we therefore ask you to oppose the government’s promised bill arising from the 

recommendations of the End of Life Choices report delivered to the parliament by the Legal 

and Social Issues Committee last year. 

 

The experience of other countries, such as Belgium and Holland, should serve as a warning 

for us not to follow their example. Their legislation, too, was initially only for terminal 

illness; only for those in the last weeks and months of life etc. However, incremental changes 

followed once euthanasia was normalised and as it became clear that in the eyes of the law 

some lives were not worth living. For example, now euthanasia for children has been adopted 

in Belgium as well as for those suffering psychological illnesses. And in Holland suicide is 

on the table for all people over the age of 70 who have simply become ‘tired of life’.  

 

To prevent Victoria degenerating in this way we must at the outset say ‘no’ to allowing the 

deliberate killing of patients by their doctors. The only way to protect the elderly and the 

vulnerable is by keeping euthanasia strictly illegal. 
To close, we would add our endorsement of the position taken by the Anglican Diocese of 

Melbourne: 
• We affirm that life is a gift from God not to be taken, and is therefore not subject to matters 

such as freedom of individual choice  

• We cast doubt on whether a practice of voluntary euthanasia can be prevented from sliding 

into a practice of involuntary euthanasia.  

• We affirm the right of patients to decline treatment but not to expect the active intervention 

by medical staff to end their lives.  
And we call upon  
(1) Members of the Victorian State legislature to vote against legislation to legalise 

euthanasia when such matters come before our Parliament; and  
(2) Governments to further improve access to high quality palliative care to ensure that all 

people will be able to die with dignity. 
  
 Yours faithfully, 

 

Jeff and Lynne Knight 


