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We never really win. We sit furtively, chasing our 
losses but when we reap our losses back, we want 
more. I often wonder if winning is equally disgust-
inducing because as soon as we’re ahead, we double 
our bet and keep going until it’s gone.

I haven’t stolen (I have ‘borrowed’ from my kids’ bank 
accounts) but have theoretically stolen mine and my 
children’s lifestyle as it could have been, and their 
future if I can’t stop. Even worse, my desire to play 
the pokies has taken away too much of the time and 
caring I should have been directing to my children. I 
could have been a better parent, better friend, better 
person.

If I were brave enough to do the calculations, and I 
really don’t want to, I can estimate that over the past 
12 years since my addiction started, I’ve definitely fed 
more than $150,000 into pokies; maybe $200,000. 
Every bit of savings, tax return, inheritances, and a 
big chunk of equity in my house have all gone. If house 
prices hadn’t boomed after I bought my house, I’d be 
destitute instead of with double the mortgage I started 
with. 

‘Confessing a poker machine addiction’, The Age
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The pokie owners in Australia have followed Donald 
Trump’s advice, “The point is you can’t be too greedy.” 
The influential Catholic priest and philospher Thomas 
Aquinas put it this way, greed “is a sin directly against 
one’s neighbour, since one man cannot over-abound in 
external riches, without another man lacking them.” 

Pokies are knowingly used by owners of pubs and 
clubs in Australia to make profits by exploiting people 
at vulnerable times in their lives, leaving in their wake 
marriage breakdowns, family violence and mental health 
problems.

The owners of pokies are allowed to act on their greed 
and inflict this harm on our communities becasue the 
state government has allowed them to do so.

On 19 September 2017 the Victorian government 
introduced a Bill into the Victorian Parliament that 
provides some reforms to reduce the harms from pokies 
on the one hand, along with measures that will increase 
harm and boost the profits of the pokie owners.

On the positive side the Bill:

•	 Will limit withdrawals from EFTPOS to $500 a day 
in pokie venues. However, even here the Victorian 
Government’s own research found that on average 
people with gambling problems withdrew $318 
from EFTPOS per gambling session, compared to 
an average of $130 for people with moderate risk 
gambling and an average of $66 for people who were 
not engaged in risky gambling at all. The Tasmanian 
Government has restricted EFTPOS withdrawals to 
$200 per day in pokie venues.

•	 Ban the cashing of cheques in pokie venues;

•	 Increase the number of areas across Victoria where 
there is a cap on the number of pokies allowed in 
that area; and 

•	 Increase the tax rate on the venues making the most 
money from pokies, to return more funds back to the 
community.

On the negative side, the Bill will:

•	 allow for the introduction of cards loaded up with 
cash that can be used to gamble on the pokies. This 
form of gambling on pokies has been shown in other 
places to increase the amount people being harmed 
by their gambling lose on the pokies and makes 
pokies more attractive as a means for organised 
crime to launder the profits they make from crime; 



and allow more pokies to be shifted into pubs and 
out of clubs, as pokies in pubs take more money 
from people gambling than those in clubs do.

The Productivity Commission identified the risks that 
card based gambling can disguise the fact that people 
are losing ‘real money’ and card based systems may 
reinforce anonymous, intense and uninterrupted 
gambling, which increases the likelihood of the person 
gambling being harmed.

What You Can Do
Write polite and respectful letters and e-mails to:

The Hon Marlene  Kairouz MP 
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming & Liquor 
Regulation 
Level 26, 121 Exhibition Street  
Melbourne VIC 3001

Salutation: Dear Minister 

E-mail: marlene.kairouz@parliament.vic.gov.au

The Hon. Daniel Andrews 
Premier 
Level 1, 1 Treasury Place  
East Melbourne, VIC 3002

E-mail: daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au

Salutation: Dear Premier

Colleen Hartland MLC 
Greens spokesperson on Gambling 
PO Box 318  
Seddon West VIC 3011

E-mail: colleen.hartland@parliament.vic.gov.au

The Hon Matthew Guy MLA 
Leader of the Opposition 
Shop 30D, Bulleen Plaza  
101 Manningham Road  
Bulleen, VIC 3105

E-mail: matthew.guy@parliament.vic.gov.au
Points to make in your letters or e-mails:

•	 Express deep concern at the undue level of influence owners of pubs with pokies have over 
the Victorian Government.

•	 Express concern about the harm they are causing in the community, including suicides, family 
violence and mental health problems.

•	 Welcome reforms in the Gambling Regulation Amendment (Gaming Machine Arrangements) 
Bill 2017 which will ban cashing cheques in pokie venues and increase the tax rate on the 
pokie venues that cause the most harm.

•	 Ask that they seek to amend the Bill to limit EFTPOS withdrawals to $200 a day, as is the 
case in Tasmania. Note the Victoria Government research found that on average people 
with gambling problems withdrew $318 from EFTPOS per gambling session, compared to an 
average of $66 for people who were not engaged in risky gambling at all.

•	 Call on the Victorian Parliament to ban card-based and ticket-based gambling on pokies 
before it is introduced into pubs and clubs and remove it from Crown Casino. Card-based and 
ticket-based gambling will increase the amount being lost by people with gambling problems 
and increase the risk of money laundering through pokies. 

•	 Finally ask that the Bill be amended to stop more pokies being shifted into hotels, as the 
losses on pokies in hotels are on average higher than the losses on pokies in clubs, indicating a 
higher level of harm.

We need to make the Victorian Government change the 
Bill so that it protects our communities from the greed of 
the pokie owners.


