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Each year at the Justice and International Mission Convention we invite participants to tell us 
which issues they most want us to campaign with them on for just outcomes. We also sent 
the same survey sheet out in our September 2017 mailing and provide an online survey. In 
total 117 supporters responded. Below are how the issues were ranked based on the 
number of people willing to write letters, attend a forums or rallies, get others to sign a 
petition, organize events in support of addressing the issue, or be willing to visit their local 
MP on the issue. This number is then minus the number of supporters who said they 
opposed us resourcing campaigning on the issue.  

2018 Ranking of Issues  Net number of 
supporters wanting 
to be resourced on 

this issue in the 
end of 2017 survey 

2017 
Ranking 

2016 
Ranking 

2015  
Ranking 

1. Supporting People Seeking Asylum 
and Refugees 

107 1 1 1 

2. Curbing Climate Change 94 2 3 2 
3. Covenanting (inc. Indigenous injustice) 83 3 2 3 
4. Curbing Family Violence 78 4 5 4 
5. Ending Racism 74 4 4 3 
6. Combating People Trafficking and 
Slavery 

73 14 13 6 

7. Reducing Poverty in Australia 72 9 11 5 
8. Reducing Overseas Poverty 70 11 9 9 
9. Human Rights in West Papua  66 N/A N/A N/A 
10. Mental Health Reform 63 5 6 10 
10. Gambling Reform 63 6 14 12 
10. Fair Trade 63 7 7 7 
11. Government transparency 62 12 15 6 
12. Support for people with disabilities 60 11 8 11 
13. Opposing Privatisation of Public 
Services 

52 8 17 13 

14. Criminal Justice Reform  51 13 16 24 
15. Ending the Persecution of Christians 
Overseas 

48 16 19 19 

16. Alcohol Reform 45 9 17 12 
17. Maintain Penalty Rates  37 N/A N/A N/A 
18. End violence on TV  22 N/A N/A N/A 

 
In the table, the issue in bold is a new issues the Unit has not been working on previously. 
 
Issues with the same number of supporters have been assigned equal ranking (there are 
three issues ranked equal 10th). 
 
What this means for the Unit’s work 
The Unit will work on the following issues within the resources it has for the time being: 

1. Supporting People Seeking Asylum and Refugees 



2. Curbing Climate Change 
3. Covenanting (inc. Indigenous injustice) 
4. Curbing Family Violence 
5. Ending Racism 
6. Combating People Trafficking and Slavery 
7. Reducing Poverty in Australia 
8. Reducing Overseas Poverty 
9. Human Rights in West Papua 
10. Mental Health Reform 
11. Gambling Reform 
12. Fair Trade 
13. Government transparency 
14. Support for people with disabilities 
15. Opposing Privatisation of Public Services 
16. Criminal Justice Reform  
17. Ending the Persecution of Christians Overseas 
18. Alcohol Reform 

 
 
The Unit will not take up work on ending violence on television or maintaining penalty rates. 
 
The Unit is still concerned that services at both Federal and State level are below where they 
should be because governments are not willing to collect the level of revenue necessary to 
fund the kind of society most of us want. Thus the Unit will be focusing on increasing 
government revenue as this will make it possible to do much more in the areas of curbing 
family violence, reducing poverty in Australia, mental health reform, support for people with 
disabilities, curbing climate change and criminal justice reform. 
 
Work on government transparency will include reforms to the system that governs political 
donations and allowing civil society groups to scrutinise government and political parties 
policies (something the current Commonwealth Government is trying to curb through 
introducing laws to curb funding sources for civil society organisations that express views on 
government policies and laws). 
 
The time the Unit has to work on the above issues will not be evenly spread between these 
issues. Instead, issues will be given greater priority based on the following factors, as 
assessed by the Unit: 
• The level of support for the issue as indicated by the table above. 
• The degree to which there are immediate opportunities to make a difference on the issue, 

that would be missed if the Unit did not act on them (for example, a government is 
consulting on legislation that impacts on the issue). 

• The ability of the Unit to make a difference on the issue, especially by resourcing you, our 
supporters to take action. 

• There are obvious meaningful actions you and the Unit can take on the issue in 
partnership. 

 
However, an issue may also be given greater resourcing if the Synod meeting or the Synod 
Standing Committee require the Unit to complete specific pieces of work on the issue. 
 
All of the above may be subject to change based on the new management that will oversee 
the social justice work of the Synod, which will be in place on 1 April 2018. 


