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“A private faith that does not act in the face of oppression is no faith at all” – 18th Century anti-
slavery campaigner William Wilberforce 
 
“Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves, and, under a just God cannot 
retain it.”  President Abraham Lincoln 
 
"Freedom can never be absolute, because it must be consistent with the freedom of others." 
Eleanor Roosevelt, lead drafter of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
Unfortunately our world is still not free of slavery. 
 
We have encouraged you to be part of the campaign to have the Australian Government require 
companies importing products from overseas to take all reasonable steps to ensure the products 
did not involve human trafficking, forced labour or slavery in their production. One step along that 
path would be for the Australian Government to put in place a law similar to the UK Modern 
Slavery Act. The UK Modern Slavery Act requires companies with revenues above $58 million to 
have to publicly report what actions they are taking to ensure there is no slavery, human trafficking 
or forced labour in the production of the goods and services they sell. It also established an 
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner to help co-ordinate the different parts of the UK 
Government and the police to tackle slavery and human trafficking. 
 
The good news is that the Commonwealth Government has put forward a Modern Slavery Act that 
will require bodies located in Australia with more than $100 million of global revenue to have to 
provide a report on what they are doing to assess the risks of human trafficking, forced labour and 
slavery are in the production of the goods and services they are purchasing and what they are ding 
to address the risks. Five or six public servants will have the task of assisting businesses and non-
government organisations in complying with the legislation. This is a step forward, as in the UK 
nobody has the task of following up with businesses and encouraging them to report under the UK 
law. As a result, only 25% to 33% of UK businesses caught under the law comply with its 
obligations, making compliance somewhat voluntary. Further, in the UK it means many companies 
with the highest risks of modern slavery being present in the production of the products and 
services they sell do not report. 
 
The Commonwealth Government estimates that around 3,000 businesses and non-government 
organisations will be invited to report under the Australian law, which is a good number with five or 
six public servants to work with them. There is no point pushing for more businesses to have to 
report if there will not be additional public servants to follow up with them. 
 
On the negative side the law as it has been presented will mean there is no public list of 
businesses that are required to report, simply because the way revenue data is collected about 
companies in Australia makes it exceedingly time consuming to identify which companies would 
have more than $100 million of global revenue. 
 
The government has also failed to establish an Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner in the Bill 
before the Parliament.  
 
The Labor Opposition has already committed to putting in place a Modern Slavery Act if elected to 
form government with an Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. 
 
As the Bill is before the Parliament this will be our last chance to influence this particular piece of 
legislation before it becomes law, so please write letters now.  
 



My family had been working in a kiln for five years but didn’t seem to be earning any money. 
Whenever we asked, the debt was still not paid. 
 
On a promise of a commission we brought more families from Chhattisgarh, but the new workers 
were not paid and were starving. They tried to leave, but two got caught and they locked them up 
and beat them. 
Puspal – former brick kiln worker in India (source: https://www.antislavery.org/what-we-do/india-
debt-bondage/). Bricks from India are imported into Australia. 
 
What you can do 
Write a polite and respectful letters to: 
The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP  
Prime Minister 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 

The Hon. Alex Hawke MP  
Assistant Minister for Home Affairs 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600  
 
Salutation: Dear Minister 

 
Ms Clare O’Neil 
Shadow Minister for Justice 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Salutation: Dear Ms O’Neil 

 
Senator Derryn Hinch 
PO Box 6100 
Senate 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
E-mail: senator.hinch@aph.gov.au 
 
Salutation: Dear Senator Hinch 

 
Points to make in your letter: 
• Express deep concern that goods produced with the involvement of human trafficking, slavery 

or forced labour are being imported into Australia. 
• Welcome that the Government has introduced legislation that would require companies with 

revenue of more than $100 million to publish a statement on the actions they are taking to 
ensure the goods they are importing are free of human trafficking, forced labour and slavery. 

• Ask that the legislation be amended to include penalties for companies that make false or 
misleading statements in their statements.  

• Ask that the legislation be amended to establish a well-resourced Independent Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner to oversee the co-ordination of government actions to curb slavery and human 
trafficking. 
 


