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Examples of dog whistling include repeated blasts about criminals and welfare cheats, illegal 
aliens, and sharia law in the heartland. Superficially, these provocations have nothing to do with 
race, yet they nevertheless powerfully communicate messages about threatening non-whites. 
From Professor Ian Haney Lopez, ‘Dog Whistle Politics: How coded racial appeals have reinvented 
racism and wrecked the middle class”, 2013. 
 
The basic mechanism of what Berkeley political scientist Ian Haney Lopez calls “dog whistle 
politics” is simple: call upon the anxiety or fear of minorities that already resides not-so-far beneath 
the surface, divide class interests, and win elections. “Dog whistles” are what Lopez terms political 
catch-phrases that don’t explicitly mention race but are ultimately used to refer to people of colour 
and the various threats they apparently command.   
Sara Grossman, ‘Revisiting ‘Dog Whistle Politics’”, Haas Institute in the US. 
 
In Australia at the moment we are experiencing dog whistling politics by some politicians 
particularly targeting the African community. However, in our case, the reference to race by senior 
politicians is overt, not subtle or implied. Dog whistling politics has real consequences in people’s 
lives. The Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commissioner, Kristen Hilton, has 
reported that the Commission saw an increase in reports of racist incidents in our streets, shops, 
schools and public spaces of 34% (from 470 to 630 calls to the Commission) in the space of a 
year. Ms Hilton stated the “commission believes that Canberra’s inflammatory statements on race 
and crime – the so-called #AfricanGangs crisis – have caused real harm in Victoria.” 
 
Ms Hilton went on to write: 

Comments from the highest levels in Canberra fuelled racially charged front pages over 
several weeks, with journalists harassing African Australians, and right-wing extremists 
threatening vigilante action.   
 
Police repeatedly said reports of a crisis were exaggerated. The Chief Commissioner wrote 
urgently to media outlets, to ask them to report more responsibly…. 
 
But the commission was already dealing with a surge in real-life fear from migrant 
communities. We heard about young Africans afraid to meet up or take public transport; we 
took calls from bullied school kids, anxious teachers and panicked parents. These fears 
have persisted long after headlines have faded. 
 

Disappointingly, the Victorian Shadow Attorney-General, John Pesutto, simply dismissed the 
evidence provided by the Commission of increased racism against the African community accusing 
Ms Hilton of political bias.    
 
In late July the chairperson of the Federation of South Sudanese Associations, Kenyatta Dei Wal 
told the media  

I’ve been very frustrated the past couple of days. The South Sudanese community are tired 
of being dragged into a political fight. They are using people to score political points. We 
understand they are trying to win elections but this is the land of the fair go… These are 
people, you don’t just wipe your feet on them. 

 
Even former Liberal Premier of Victoria, Jeff Kennett, has publicly expressed concerns about the 
comments being made by government ministers about the African community in Victoria, quoted in 
the media in late July as saying: 

I think Peter [Dutton]... has got to say, ‘there’s an issue; it might even be an issue of my 
making in part because the government didn’t put in place sufficient resources to help 
[migrants] adjust to life in Australia and get them occupied. It is easy to throw mud, but it 
doesn’t actually solve anything. 

 



The Uniting Church in Australia has prided itself on striving to be an inclusive multicultural church. 
In a declaration in 1985 the Uniting Church stated:  

As a part of that church which is a sign of and witness to the Kingdom, the multicultural 
Uniting Church seeks to be a sign of hope within the Australian community, and particularly 
to those who are pushed to its fringes on racial and economic grounds.  
 

In a statement made on 16 August 2018, President of the Uniting Church in Australia Dr Deidre 
Palmer said:  

Jesus’ great commandment to his followers was to love God and love your neighbour. As 
Christians we believe all people are created in the image of God and deserving of respect 
and dignity. Racism is incompatible with the Christian faith. 
 
In his ministry, Jesus challenged religious and social prejudice and sought to break down 
the barriers that separate us from each other socially, religiously, culturally and politically. 
Christian values are about inviting people to create communities, where all people can 
flourish. 

 
Dr Palmer called on Church members to boldly bear witness to the reconciling ministry of Christ 
that we proclaim: 

Jesus’ call is to love in the face of hatred and to embody God’s generous hospitality. As 
Martin Luther King Jr famously observed - hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. 
So I urge Uniting Church members and all Australians to embrace the multicultural nature 
of our society and respond with love and compassion to those who are being made to feel 
unwelcome. 

 
What you can do 
Write polite and respectful letters and e-mails to: 
 
The Hon Scott Morrison  MP 
Prime Minister 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 
 
The Prime Minister can be contacted at: 
https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm 
 

The Hon Matthew Guy MP  
Leader of the Opposition 
Parliament House 
Spring Street 
East Melbourne 
Victoria, 3002 
 
Salutation: Dear My Guy 
 
E-mail: matthew.guy@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Points to make in your letters tor e-mails: 
• Note that the way political leaders speak about minority groups in the community can fuel, 

intentionally or unintentionally, racist attitudes and behaviour towards members of those 
groups. This can cause members of these groups to be targeted for harassment, bullying, 
discrimination and insult, causing them to live in fear. 

• Ask that in speaking about the need to address community well-being and crime they focus on 
solutions that will build an inclusive multicultural society and address the causes of crime, to 
prevent crimes from happening. 

• Share a positive example of how multiculturalism has improved the life of your local 
community. 

• Point out that Jeff Kennett has spoken about the need for adequate resources to support 
migrant communities to adjust to life in Australia. Comments that fuel racism and discrimination 
against members of these communities undermine government efforts to support them in 
settling into life in Australia. 


