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A re-elected Morrison 
Government will be a 
disappointment for further 
action on many of the social 
justice issues of greatest 
concern to Uniting Church 
members. However, there 
is some good social justice 
news as well. 

On the issue of people seeking asylum 
and refugees the Coalition Government 
has stated that it will maintain the 
humanitarian intake to 18,750 people a 
year, which is the maximum number of 
refugees Australia will take. Labour would 
have increased the intake to 27,000 
people a year. The Coalition Government 
has committed to repeal the law passed 
by the last Parliament that allows people 
seeking asylum who are on Manus Island 
or Nauru to come to Australia for medical 
treatment if recommended by two 
independent doctors. It can be expected 
that they will continue to cut off financial 

support to people seeking asylum who 
are living in the Australian community.

On justice for First People groups in 
Australia, it remains to be seen if the new 
Coalition Government will adopt any of 
the reforms proposed in the Statement 
from the Heart made by First People 
representatives at Uluru. The Coalition 
Government will continue with the racially 
discriminatory Community Development 
Program, which has resulted in high 
levels of financial penalties against First 
People who are seeking employment 
and have been forced onto the program.

On the issue of climate change, 
a Coalition Government is far less 
committed to take action than a Labor 
Government would have been. The 
Coalition Government will spend $2 
billion in its term in office to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
measures such as revegetation of 
degraded land, reducing waste, 
savannah burning and improving energy 
efficiency. It will also press ahead with the 

Snowy River 2.0 hydro power project. 
At the same time they will continue to 
support the development of the Adani 
mine.

There will be less measures pursued 
to stop tax evasion and tax avoidance 
by multinational corporations and by 
wealthy individuals misusing trusts 
to reduce their tax payments for the 
benefit of the community. Overall 
the Coalition Government will aim to 
collect less government revenue and 
therefore Australians need to expect that 
government will deliver less services, 
lower quality services and do less to stop 
criminal activity compared to if a Labor 
Government had been elected.

There are areas where the Coalition 
Government had been pursuing very 
positive reforms and can be expected 
to do more than a Labor Government 
would have. This especially applies 
to pursuing measures to address 
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The JIM Cluster acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are Australia’s First Peoples. We specifically acknowledge the Wurundjeri and Bunurong as the 
traditional owners and custodians of the land on which our office is based. We commit ourselves to continuing the work of reconciliation in this land.

2019 FEDERAL ELECTION
WHAT WILL A RE-ELECTED MORRISON 
GOVERNMENT MEAN FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES 
OF CONCERN TO UNITING CHURCH MEMBERS?

Continued on page 2
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From the Justice & International Mission CLUSTER
Uniting Church in Australia

Synod of Victoria and Tasmania
Centre for Theology and Ministry

29 College Crescent
Parkville, Victoria 3052

Phone - (03) 9340 8807

jim@victas.uca.org.au
http://www.justact.org.au

All of the resources in this mailing can be 
found on the JIM website.

If you would like to subscribe (or 
unsubscribe) to either this hardcopy mailing 
(bi–monthly) or email update (weekly), 
contact the JIM Cluster.

CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Mark Zirnsak – Senior Social Justice Advocate
Denisse Sandoval – Social Justice Advocate
Tim Molineux – Social Justice Officer

2019 Federal Election
the role multinational technology 
corporations play in obstructing and 
hindering police efforts to tackle 
online child sexual abuse.

The Coalition Government plans 
to spend $328 million over its terms 
in office to fund the Fourth Action 
Plan of the National Plan to Reduce 
Violence against Women and their 
Children, with the funding being for 
prevention measures and frontline 
services.

The unfinished business of the 
previous Coalition Government 
which the JIM cluster had been 

supporting included:
• Further reforms to address the 

exploitation of people working 
temporarily in Australia as migrant 
workers;

• Reforms to address the 
predatory behaviour of pay-day 
lenders and companies that 
lease household goods;

• Reform of the system by which 
people can set up and register 
companies to stop people being 
able to set up front companies 
with false identities for the 
purpose of engaging in criminal 
activity such as stealing the 
wages of their employees, fraud, 

tax evasion, bribery and money 
laundering;

• Reforms to ensure that only 
suitable people can work with 
people with disabilities under 
the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme;

• Reforms to curb payment of 
bribes by Australians to foreign 
government officials; and

• Reforms to stop people from 
overseas stealing money from 
their governments and shifting it 
into Australia, especially through 
the purchase of Australian 
property.  •

Continued from page 1

Ballarat Central 
Uniting Church Hosts 
a Candidates Forum
Following a long tradition 
of the congregation, 
Ballarat Central Uniting 
Church’s social justice 
group (SJG) organised a 
pre-election forum to give 
the Ballarat electorate a 
chance to get to know and 
put their concerns directly 
to local candidates. 

Candidates were asked to address 
the theme of ‘Compassion and a 
Just Society’ before taking questions. 

Local media expressed some 
curiosity as to why, in this age of 
online access to information, we still 
wanted to provide a face to face 
forum. The enthusiastic response 
from over 150 residents and all local 
media however demonstrated that 
there is no substitute for a personal 

encounter. It was especially pleasing 
to see younger voters participating in 
the forum. Key issues included the 
need to meaningfully address climate 
change, treatment of asylum seekers 
on Manus, high levels of domestic 
abuse, the inhumanity of the NDIS 
rollout and provision of accessible, 
quality mental health services.

Five of the seven people whose 
names will be on the ballot paper 
were there, with the notable 
absence of Timothy Vo, the Liberal 
Party candidate who cancelled 
his appearance at late notice, and 

Peter Cozyn of Clive Palmer’s United 
Australia Party.

Candidates who attended the 
forum and answered questions 
included ALP Ballarat Federal 
Member Catherine King; Greens 
Party candidate Karen McAloon, 
Byran Hills of the Animal Justice 
Party, independent candidates Alex 
Graham and Nick Shady. 

Candidates and attendees 
expressed their gratitude for the 
opportunity to meet and express their 
different policies in a respectful way 
that left everyone better informed. •
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CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Reforms passed on 
Natural Gas TAX

One of the last acts of the 
previous Parliament was 
to pass modest reforms to 
the Petroleum Resource 
Rent Tax (PRRT), which is 
the tax that applies to the 
extraction of natural gas 
deposits that are offshore. 

The PRRT was introduced by the 
Hawke Government in 1997 and 
was largely designed to tax the 
extraction of oil. The design of the 
tax was deeply flawed when applied 
to natural gas deposits and will result 
in hundreds of billions of dollars 
of Australian natural gas being 
given away for free to multinational 
corporations.

We have invited you to be part 
of the campaign we have been 
conducting to seek reform to the 
PRRT to ensure that where natural 
gas deposits are extracted there 
is a decent return for the benefit of 
the Australian community, to fund 
things like hospitals, mental health 
services, aged care and drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation programs.

The reforms that passed the 
Parliament will increase the 
payments multinational corporations 
will need to make for future offshore 
natural gas projects, but will still 
mean for existing projects the 
corporations will continue to get the 
tens of billions of dollars of gas for 
free. The reforms are predicted to 
mean the multinational corporations 
will need to pay an extra $6 billion 
to the Commonwealth Government 

over the next ten years.
The multinational corporations 

have accumulated $324 billion of 
tax credits by 30 June 2018 under 
the PRRT. That means they get the 
first $324 billion of natural gas they 
extract for free.

In the 2017-2018 financial year 
only $1.2 billion was paid under the 
PRRT. By comparison, Qatar that 
exports a similar volume of natural 
gas to Australia collects $26 billion 
in royalties from the multinational 
corporations extracting the gas.

Australia’ gas exports are forecast 
to reach $49 billion in the 2019-
2020 financial year, overtaking Qatar 
as the world’s largest exporter of 
liquefied natural gas. 

Onshore natural gas projects are 
subject to having to pay royalties to 
state governments, ensuring a return 
to the community for the gas.

The International Energy Agency 
predicts that even as the world 
moves away from fossil fuels, natural 
gas will continue to play a transition 
role as greenhouse gas emissions 
from burning natural gas are lower 
than burning coal.

Thanks to everyone who signed 
postcards and sent them to the 
Commonwealth Government 
seeking meaningful reform to the 
PRRT. Your efforts have contributed 
to billions more having to be paid 
by the multinational corporations for 
the natural gas they will extract over 
the next decade. The JIM cluster will 
continue to seek further reform to 
the PRRT. •

Over the last few years 
we have invited you to 
join the campaign for tax 
justice, to ensure that 
multinational corporations 
should pay the taxes 
they owe in the places 
they are doing business, 
rather than avoiding 
tax by shifting profits 
offshore through artificial 
corporate structures and 
transactions. 

The campaign has yielded 
changes to Australian law and the 
global tax system with the Australian 
Taxation Office (ATO) reporting that it 
has issued notices for $7.7 billion of 
unpaid multinational corporate taxes 
and $4.7 billion in unpaid taxes by 
wealthy individuals since July 2016, 
with $7 billion of this having been 
collected so far. That is extra money 
for things like hospitals, aged care, 
mental health services and services 
to assist people impacted by family 
violence.  

The ATO reports that as a result 
of reforms to the tax laws and 
the introduction of system where 
multinational corporations have 
to report their financial details on 
a country-by-country basis, 44 
multinational corporations operating 
in Australia have changed their 
business practices to pay more tax 
in Australia.

Thanks to everyone who 
supported and contributed to the 
campaign for tax justice. •

Tax Justice 
campaign 

brings in more 
government 
revenue for 

services
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NAIDOC (The National 
Aborigines and Islander 
Day Observance 
Committee’) Week is 
a time for celebration. 
It’s a time where across 
Australia, both Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous 
Australians celebrate 
the history, culture and 
achievements of First 
Peoples. The theme for 
the 2019 NAIDOC Week is 
“Voice. Treaty. Truth. Let’s 
work together.”  

The 2019 NAIDOC theme is a 
reference to the Statement from 
the Heart. The Statement was 
made by the First Nations National 
Constitutional Convention in May 
2017 at Uluru. It was a historical 
moment in Australian history as 
the coming together of 250 First 
Peoples’ leaders to articulate the 
nature of reforms desired by First 
Peoples. The Statement proposes 
the following reforms; a First Nations 
voice to Parliament enshrined in 
the Constitution, and a Makarrata 
Commission to supervise a treaty 
process and truth-telling. 

2019 is also the ‘United Nations 
International Year of Indigenous 
Language’. In Australia, 90% 
of Indigenous languages are 
considered endangered.  At the time 
of colonization in 1788, more than 
250 Indigenous languages were 
spoken in Australia, which included 
800 dialect varieties. Currently, 
only 13 traditional languages are 
still being acquired by children. 
A further 100 are still spoken by 
some community members, but 
their language is at risk of being 
lost when the existing speakers 
pass away. Language is more than 
just communication, it’s an integral 
part of individual and community 
identity. Words, their meaning and 
etymology, carry with them history 
and culture passed on through the 
speaking of language. The loss of a 
language is known as linguicide. 

Linguicide in Australia is due to 
the ongoing and profound impact 
of colonizastion in the communities 
of First Peoples. By allowing this 
to continue, the notion of ‘strength 
through diversity’ that underpins 
our society’s celebration of 
multiculturalism is eroded. The First 
Peoples of this land never ceded 
sovereignty, and unlike Second 

Peoples, their communities are not 
Diasporas. Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander language, culture 
and identity must be celebrated as 
essential, and fundamental pillars 
of both an ancient and modern 
Australia before true reconciliation 
can occur.  

With a theme of ‘Voice, Treaty 
and Truth’, the 2019 NAIDOC 
week is an opportunity to explore 
the true story of colonialism and 
its lasting impact. The Statement 
from the Heart suggests a way 
toward substantive reconciliation in 
Australia by allowing First Peoples to 
have a say in their future. This year, 
NAIDOC Week invites you to engage 
with the Statement from the Heart 
made at the steps Uluru in 2017, 
listen to the voice within it, and work 
together towards true reconciliation 
in Australia. 

To find events during NAIDOC 
Week, visit: 
https://www.naidoc.org.au

To read the Statement from the 
Heart, visit: 
https://www.1voiceuluru.
org/the-statement

NAIDOC Week 2019 (July 7-14)

CAMPAIGN UPDATES

SAVE THE DATE: 
June 5th is UN World Environment Day

June 13th is the second Uniting for Refugees meeting at the Swan Hill Uniting Church.
Please RSVP to Denisse.sandoval@victas.uca.org.au 

June 16-22nd is Refugee Week 
August 25th is Refugee and Migrant Sunday
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CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Framed journalists released in Myanmar
In February we requested 
that you write letters 
seeking the release from 
prison of two Reuters 
journalists in Myanmar 
who had been sentenced 
to seven years in prison 
for reporting on a 
massacre of the Rohingya 
ethnic group. 

The journalists, Wa Lone (aged 
32) and Kyaw Soe Oo (aged 28) 
were framed by police for accepting 
confidential documents and 
convicted under the Official Secrets 
Act.

In good news, the journalists were 
released from prison on 7 May 2019 
through a Presidential amnesty, 
having spent more than 500 days in 
prison.

"I've been so happy that I couldn't 
even eat my breakfast," said Kyaw 

Soe Oo's mother, Shin Htwee. "I 
can't ask my son to stop working 
as a journalist because he loves 
this job. So whatever happens, I will 
support him to carry on," she told 
BBC.

The two journalists had lost their 
appeal to the Myanmar Supreme 
Court on 23 April 2019. The court 
gave no reason for dismissing their 
appeal.

In early April the two journalists 
shared the Pulitzer Prize for 
international reporting. On 2 May, 
the two journalists were awarded 
the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World 
Press Freedom Prize as part of the 
celebration of World Press Freedom 
Day (3 May) which is taking place 
in Ethiopia this year. The Prize 
recognizes outstanding contributions 
to the defence or promotion of press 
freedom, especially in the face of 
danger. It is named after Guillermo 

Cano Isaza, the Colombian journalist 
who was assassinated in front of 
the offices of his newspaper El 
Espectador in Bogotá, Colombia, on 
17 December 1986.

Killings of Rohingya by the 
Myanmar military have continued. 
In early April the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
expressed concern publicly that 
dozens of Rohingya may have been 
killed in an attack by a Myanmar 
military helicopter in Rakine state. 
According to villagers in Buthidaung 
township, army helicopters fired 
on Rohingya labourers while they 
were collecting bamboo. The army 
confirmed the attack, but claimed 
the death toll was six. Such attacks 
continue to force Rohingya to flee 
Myanmar.

Thank you to everyone who wrote 
letters seeking the release of the two 
journalists. •

Over the last few years 
we have invited you to be 
part of campaigning for 
reforms to address the 
harms caused by online 
gambling corporations. 

In good news, the Australian 
Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA) has reported that 
33 prominent offshore wagering 
sites have stopped seeking bets 
from Australians, in compliance with 
the requirements of Australian law.

Many illegal offshore gambling 
corporations operating online target 
Australians by using Australian 

themes and images on their 
websites, such as the Australian flag 
and native animals.

Reforms that came into effect 
on 13 September 2017 expanded 
the ACMA’s powers to take action 
against prohibited and unlicensed 
offshore gambling sites. The ACMA 
stated that over the last year it had 
taken steps to disrupt the activities 
of online gambling corporations 
that have been illegally taking bets 
from Australians. This has included 
working with regulators in Malta, 
Gibraltar, Isle of Man, the UK, 
Alderney, Kahnawake and Curacao 
to ensure the gambling businesses 

operating online and licensed in 
these places respect Australia law 
and do not allow Australians to bet 
with their companies. Some online 
payment companies have stooped 
processing bets made by Australians 
on offshore-based gambling sites 
after being contacted by ACMA. As 
a result of these actions, the amount 
Australians are losing to offshore 
gambling sites has decreased by 
50% between 2017 and 2018.

Thank you to everyone who has 
written letters calling for reforms to 
reduce the harm caused by online 
gambling corporations. •

Offshore gambling 
corporations 
withdraw from 
taking bets from 
Australians
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JUSTICE PEOPLE

For all our readers who don’t 
know you, could you please tell 
us a bit about yourself?

I’ve always had a passion for 
learning. I was a teacher before I 
became a Minister in the Uniting 
Church, where I worked with 
new arrivals to Australia and 
disadvantaged children. I left the 
Uniting church in my early 20’s. An 
important part of that time was spent 
experiencing other denominations, 
and witnessing both the gifts and 
brokenness of other Christian 
traditions. I found profound beauty 
in the ‘stillness’ of Christian Celtic 
traditions, which still heavily influence 
me today.

Jumping ahead a few years, 
after a congregational placement in 
the central highlands, I completed 
my PhD in New Testament and 
Systematic Theology, with an 
emphasis on early understandings 
of Jesus in 2014. I’ve been here at 
Richmond Uniting Church almost 
five years. 

Tell me about the community 
you are engaged in.

Richmond Uniting Church is 
diverse. In our midst we have 
converts from other religions, and no 
faith, church refugees form the large 
mega churches, people from the 
LGBTQI community, uni students, 
people with mental illness and 

people working full time, part-time 
and not at all. Our community seeks 
to create a space for all. 

At the beginning of every service 
you will hear these words: “You 
are welcome here if you are full of 
faith or full of doubt, if joy is rippling 
through you, or sorrow is weighing 
you down. Please participate as 
much or as willing as you are able.” 
For us, this captures what is at 
the heart of our community. The 
congregation over time has changed 
from a ‘Christendom’ model to 
recognising that the church is part 
of the community, not the centre of 
it. The Kingdom Jesus talks about 
is small, not big. We seek to be a 
church like that, where people can 
experience God individually, and 
where together we can do what 
we’re called to do in a local context.

What are some of the 
activities taking up most of the 
community’s time?

The Richmond Churches Food 
Centre is a huge part of the 
congregation’s life. Together with 
other church denominations in the 
area, we feed 300 households a 
week who take the food we provide 
back home to cook. It’s a service to 
the community where we welcome 
people, and don’t first assess 
whether people are what some 
would call ‘the worthy poor’. We take 

the view that if you come and asking 
for help you are given it. As a result, 
a broad range of people use this 
service.

We also help support a refugee 
family who are seeking asylum in 
Australia by providing housing in 
the Church’s manse. We seek to 
work locally and globally by also 
supporting a mental health project 
in Melbourne and a water sanitation 
project in Papua New Guinea.

What perspectives of Justice 
do you bring to bear in your 
role?

If we take seriously the whole 
Christ event, our understanding of 
Justice is inherently disrupted. The 
kind of justice that Jesus speaks 
about, and embodies, is about 
welcoming, forgiving and healing. It 
is not about payback and slashing 
and burning as John the Baptist 
thought it would be. I see justice as 
a divine feast, about people finding 
their space at the table, in a way that 
goes beyond achieving simply what 
is fair in the world. It’s a bountiful 
conversation about reconciliation, 
brokenness,, restoration, 
homecoming and healing. All of this 
is transformative, and through us 
allowing God to transform us, we 
can share this Divine generosity with 
others. This is a radical thing.

I dodged sheets of failing rain while attempting 
to weave my way through the art filled courtyard 
of Richmond Uniting Church, where Rev Dr Sally 
Douglas met me on a particularly wet Melbourne 
morning at the door to the Church office. 

“Tim?” she asked inquisitively through the screen door before I 
had the chance to knock. “Yes, that’s me. Sally?” I replied already 
guessing the answer.  After the quintessential exchange of 
suburban pleasantries, I sat down with Sally at the 60’s rectangle 
wooden table in the Church’s kitchen next to a small heater 
working overtime, and she generously shared with me her heart for 
ministry and inclusion for this edition of JustACT’s Supporter Profile.

SUPPORTER PROFILE 
REV DR SALLY DOUGLAS, by Tim Molineux

Continued on page 7
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JUSTICE PEOPLE

How are churches best places 
to participate in non-secular 
society?

In one way it’s quite a simple idea, 
I think we need to be celebrating 
that we are no longer at the centre 
of society. Our purpose it to serve: 

to be little pockets of spicy, light 
filled communities. When we do this 
well, we become the diverse, non-
judgemental and inclusive places 
that all communities need. Our job 
is to offer love, and be welcoming 
regardless of anything else. 

To be of service to our community, 
and to freely give the gifts we 

have to offer, we seek to create a 
space where people can share, 
or not share. Our church needs 
to be a genuine space where 
there is freedom to choose, where 
respecting the dignity of each 
person is essential, and where we 
can listen to one another and belong 
regardless of ability or disability. •

Electricity companies rein 
in price gouging
We asked that you write to 
the Victorian Government 
in September 2017, urging 
it to tackle the price 
gouging of electricity 
retailers and wholesalers. 
Actions by both the 
Victorian and Federal 
governments seem to be 
having an effect on the 
behaviour of the electricity 
corporations.

In late February, the Federal 
Government announced it would take 
over responsibility for electricity price 
regulation from state governments to 
impose a new safety net to cap the 
price electricity retailers can charge 
the public. The price cap will come 
into force on 1 July 2019. This will 
save people on the worst deals 
up to $218 a year. About 14% of 
Australians, or 750,000 households, 
are on ‘standing offers’, which are the 
generally the worst deals provided by 
electricity retailers.

The new price will not apply in 
Victoria, as the Victorian Government 
is already in the process of setting 
a default safety net price. The JIM 
cluster put a submission into the 
Victorian Government inquiry in 
support of the default price and urging 
safeguards against the electricity 
corporations trying to mislead the 
government on the true costs of 
supplying electricity to homes. The 
Victorian default price will be required 
to be offered by electricity retailers by 

1 July 2019 and is estimated to save 
families between $390 and $520 a 
year if they are currently on the default 
standing offer provided by electricity 
retailers. There are currently an 
estimated 145,000 Victorian families 
on default offers. The price for the 
default offers increased by 20% in the 
last two years.

However, the bad news is that 
last financial year more than 60,000 
Victorians had their power cut off, up 
21% on the previous financial year 
as prices for electricity increased by 
an average of 16%. The regulator, 
the Essential Services Commission 
(ESC), found that the electricity 
companies provided dodgy hardship 
programs that did not seriously help 
low income people be able to pay 
their electricity bills. Almost 100,000 
people entered the companies’ 
hardship programs in the 2017-
2018 financial year. The ESC found 
the corporations often waited up 
to a year after people ended up 
in difficulty paying their bills before 
offering them assistance. The Energy 
and Water Ombudsman found 
that in more than half of recent 
disconnection investigations people 
in hardship were not offered the 
required hardship payment plans 
or information about the required 
hardship schemes by the electricity 
corporations.

Thanks to everyone who wrote 
letters to the Victorian Government in 
support of reforms to stop the price 
gouging of electricity corporations. •

Many of you actively 
assisted in the 
campaigning by the JIM 
Cluster in support of laws 
to address the importation 
of illegally logged timber 
into Australia. 

Illegal logging thrives on bribery 
and corruption, cheats developing 
countries of revenue for their forest 
resources, destroys habitat for 
endangered species and contributes 
to climate change. 

In November 2018, the 
Commonwealth Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources 
issued the first fine on a 
Queensland-based timber importer 
under the Illegal Logging Prohibition 
Act. The $12,600 fine was the result 
of the importer refusing to comply 
with the requirements to take steps 
to ensure the timber it was importing 
is legally sourced.

Thanks to everyone who has 
supported the campaign for laws to 
address illegal logging. • 

First fine issued 
under Australia’s 
illegal logging 
laws

Continued from page 6
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CLIMATE CHANGE

A Climate of Change:  
Tomorrow’s Moral Imperative Today 

The recent release of 
David Attenborough’s 
documentary “Climate 
Change: The Facts” has 
had the positive effect 
of alarming more people 
on the issue of climate 
change.

Recently we also saw the release 
of the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Service’s (IPBES) report 
which informed us all that one million 
species are in danger of becoming 
extinct in the next few decades. The 
report included 450 researchers 
who used 15,000 scientific and 
government reports to paint a stark 
picture, earth is in deep, deep 
trouble.

Species loss is accelerating to a 
rate tens or hundreds of times faster 
than in the past, the report said. 

More than half a million species on 
land “have insufficient habitat for 
long-term survival” and are likely to 
go extinct, many within decades, 
unless their habitats are restored. 
The oceans are not any better off.

Preserving creation for future 
generations is an essential part 
of our faith.  Luckily, the younger 
generations are starting to take to 
the streets, as we have seen in the 
school-strike movements. 

Join us as we discuss this and 
delve into the very serious and 
urgent crisis we are all facing. 
How do we respond to the threats 
facing the natural environment as 
Christians? How do we find hope 
in our faith to take what actions we 
can? Let us ask ourselves what 
we can do, and what can our 
institutions do, about this mass 
extinction we may be facing? Where 
can the church make a difference to 

Australia’s impact on environmental 
issues? 

On September 7th, we will be 
joined by panellists David Ritter from 
Greenpeace Australia Pacific, Vicky 
Balabanski from the Uniting College 
for Leadership and Theology, 
South Australia, Tuvalu Indigenous 
rights defender Maina Talia from 
the Uniting Church partner church 
in Tuvalu, and Amelia Telford from 
Seed (an indigenous youth climate 
justice organisation). 

Workshops at the event may 
cover the following themes, 
depending on the level of interest 
from participants: Displaced people 
as a result of climate change, Eco 
Theology, Electric vehicles, Illegal 
Logging, Renewable energy, ethical 
investments, and Indigenous youth 
perspectives on climate change. •

Saturday September 7th 2019, 9:30am – 4pm
Centre for Theology and Ministry, 29 College Crescent, Parkville

To register online visit:  
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=486826&
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