
Cedar Riverside NRP Safety Committee Meeting Minutes: February 9, 2016 
 
Attendance: 
Ahmed Hassan, Ryan Justak, Ofc. Michael Glavan, Lt. Calvin Noble, Cmdr. Catherine Johnson, Ofc. Abdiwahab Ali, Bach 
Dang, Samantha Stoltz, Tanya Lenoy, Deb Wolking, Mary Mellen, Lynn Johnson, Russom Solomon, Carla Nielson, Justin 
Teal, Aiya Butler. 
 
Introductions, Past Minutes & Agenda approved: 
Meeting called to order at 6:59 

Introductions were conducted with all going around the table. Carla asked for a verification of the spelling of 
Burhan Mohamed’s last name and will revise the old minutes. Lt. Noble addressed the inaccuracy of the bridge jumping 
incidents in the minutes. 1 man jumped from the Washington Ave bridge and another man threatened to jump from the 
Hennepin Ave bridge twice.  
Motion to approve the minutes by Lynn Johnson and approved. 
Motion to approve agenda by Mary Mellen and approved. 
 
Neighborhood Crime Updates:  

Carla brought to attention the increase in auto theft because of “open ignition”, people who start their cars up 
to warm up and leave them unattended. Justin Teal mentioned that 6 vehicles have been stolen from Riverside Plaza 
this winter because of open ignition. Lt. Noble explained that the police camera sitting on 15th ave out front of Brian 
Coyle was removed due to the recent weather.  
 
General safety concerns: 

Samantha pointed out that recently there haven’t been many people under the I94 bridge because of the 
weather. Aiya brought to attention the speeding of cars in Riverside Park and suggested if speed bumps, stop signs, 
flashing pedestrian signs could be a solution. Hani stated that its also an issue on 6th st and that working together will be 
the best way to address the city about pedestrian safety, possibly write to Abdi Warsame as a committee.  

Deb brought up that speeding traffic is an issue I Cedar East as well but that we should be concerned about the 
new Samatar Crossing proposal because it includes a 2 way road that will bring more traffic to the West Bank. Carla 
notified the committee that there is an information meeting on Friday 2/12/16 at Brian Coyle. Hani mentioned that they 
already had a meeting but notified the community with such a short notice that they provided another meeting. Lynn 
stated the city needs to do a better job at engaging and notifying the neighborhood. The community needs to have a 
meeting where the concerns of the project can be heard. More traffic in the neighborhood is dangerous considering the 
risks already dealt with.  
 
Any New Updates or announcements: 
 
 A security camera from a gas station was donated to Mary Mellon and she is looking for a quote for installing 
the camera on her house pointing towards Riverside Park (on 8th st between 28th and 29th ave). On the discussion of 
sexual assaults of elders in the neighborhood, Carla stated there have not been any incidents since Dec. 26th. Hani asked 
the officers for progress updates on the situation. Cmdr. Catherine Johnson apologized for the late response stating it 
was not timely enough. Only one of the three victims provided a statement for the police, the other two did not show up 
and are trying to be rescheduled. The investigator does not believe they are sex crimes, however, from the one 
statement provided they believe the offender can be charged with 5th degree assault. They are moving forward to 
charge the offender. Russom said we must ensure the perpetrators are charged.  
 Lynn asked what someone is supposed to do when there is no response to a complaint. He is tired of being 
shuffled around with complaints and wants to see action when he calls the authorities. There have been too many 
similar complaints without any action. Catherine asked to speak with Lynn after the meeting to get more specifics about 
his complaint and he agreed. 
 Aiya asked how the community can deal with pan handlers off of the I94 ramp/under the bridge. Carla said that 
it is an ongoing issue and the best way to deal with it is educating community members not to donate to them because 
it encourages them to return. Aiya said more people should use Nextdoor for communication. Carla also said that there 
have been more transients because of the green line, especially in the warmer months. Samantha stated that St. 



Stephen’s works with the folk under the bridge and when they are panhandling to call them. St. Stephens can work with 
them and provide the resources they are looking for. Aiya asked how to stop the donors. Samantha said its extremely 
difficult and St. Stephens hits the neighborhood daily to address the issue.  
 Hani discussed the new safety walks program in the works and to send any important news and events 
upcoming in the neighborhood to Ryan to add to the CRNRP bi-monthly newsletter.  
 Russom reminded the committee that our next meeting is on March 8th due to MN caucuses.  
 


