
Cedar Riverside NRP Safety Committee Meeting Minutes: April 5, 2016 
 
Attendance: 
Carla Nielson, Ahmed Hassan, Russom Solomon, Ryan Justak, Hani Mohamed, William Menday, Samantha Stoltz, Tonya 
Lenox, Weli Hassan, Debbie Wolking, Zahra Muse, Sgt. Erin Dietz, Nicole Duroche, Off. M Glavan, Off. Bach Dang, Off. 
Abdiwahab Ali, Peg Wolff, and Justin Teal 
 
Introductions, Past Minutes & Agenda approved: 
Meeting called to order at 7:00. 
Carla corrected an error in the minutes: staff complaints go to HR at Sherman Associates, not RPTA. However, RPTA can 
advocate on behalf of the tenants complaints. Deb also corrected an error: WBCDC did not submit a petition to the city 
on pedestrian safety in cedar east, the residents did.  
Motion to approve agenda and minutes – Jason Teal 
Second – Zahra Muse 
 
Neighborhood Crime Updates:  

 Carla brought to attention Starbucks customer complaints of drug dealing occurring outside of the coffee shop 
happening around 8 – 9PM. Officer Ali has noticed activity happening around the Tesoro nearby the Starbucks. The 
problem has been convincing people to call 911 when the activity is happening. Carla mentioned concerns for Starbucks 
late operating hours. Russom and other committee members agreed that the later hours are accommodating the 
customers of the coffee shop. Carla thinks cameras and signs will be useful in deterring the activity while Russom 
encouraged calling 911 when the activity occurs.  

Officer Ali mentioned that they have been patrolling Cedar East more frequently. Debbie said that the past 
weekend was the quietest in a long time but that most of the groups that organize in the area are typically on foot. Carla 
brought back updates to camera locations in the neighborhood. Eight cameras are located in our general area based on 
these intersections: Vikings Bar/19th & Riverside; Cedar Riverside; Mixed Blood and Brian Coyle Center; Cedar & 3rd; 
Cedar & 5th; Cedar & 6th; Cedar & 7th; 6 St & 15th Ave.  They are all cleaned once a year, and are self-starting. The 
cameras are very low maintenance and if found defected are replaced similar to a TV set being replaced. City policy is 
such that the tape runs for 14 days then begins again. Carla will look into the possibility of cameras being purchased 
privately and added to the police cameras. 
 
General safety concerns: 
 Weli brought up concerns of poor lighting in Edna’s Park (open area next to the Wienery) and around 
mosque/Palmer’s/ramp. Jason agreed that it is very dark in the area between the Plaza towers and the buildings on 
Cedar. Carla explained that the land is owned by Fine Associates and the buildings are owned by Dodge. Weli also asked 
if the police are mentoring youth in the neighborhood in any way. Carla mentioned police athletic leagues but unsure 
about coordination specifically on the West Bank. Russom mentioned that programs used to exist in prior years. 
 
Any New Updates or announcements: 
 There will be no June Safety Committee meeting due to Ramadan. The July Safety Committee will be postponed 
to July 12th. 
   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 
 
Recorder: Ryan Justak 


