
Cedar Riverside NRP Safety Committee Meeting Minutes: May 3, 2016 
 
Attendance: 
Carla Nielson, Ahmed Hassan, Ryan Justak, Hani Mohamed, William Menday, Samantha Stoltz, Tonya Lenox, Debbie 
Wolking, Zahra Muse, Nicole Duroche, Off. M Glavan, Off. Bach Dang, Peg Wolff, Justin Teal, Adam Ali, Ali Saleh, 
Abdirahman Mukhtar, Aiya Butler, Abdullahi Sheikh, Brandon Walden, Lt. Calvin Noble, Mary Mellen, Dan Gange, and 
Lisa Hammer 
 
Introductions, Past Minutes & Agenda approved: 
Meeting called to order at 7:00. Carla started the meeting out with a reminder of the 1st precinct Open House on May 
17th from 11am-2pm. Safety committee chair Russom Solomon was unable to attend the meeting; Hani Mohamed 
facilitated.  
Motion to approve the agenda and minutes – Debbie Wolking 
Second – Justin Teal 
 
Neighborhood Crime Updates:  
Carla updated the neighborhood that 1st precinct Inspector Kjos was moved temporarily to the 4th precinct.  
Ahmed Hassan reported a significant reduction in part 2 crimes between March and April. Larceny continues to be an 
issue and auto thefts over the winter (from leaving idling cars unattended) were higher than last year. 
 
General safety concerns:  
Adam Ali brought up a continued complaint from the elders that Edna’s park does not have adequate lighting at night. 
The topic was mentioned briefly last meeting as a complaint from elders as well.  
Motion for safety committee to write a letter to the landowners responsible for lighting Edna’s Park 
Second – Adam Ali 

Abdullahi Sheikh and Abdirahman Mukhtar expressed another repeated concern that 15th avenue does not have 
the adequate signage and infrastructure in place for pedestrian safety. There aren’t any stop/yield signs for cars leaving 
the Five15 underground parking; there aren’t any signs along 15th avenue warning of children; and 6th street is a danger 
to elders crossing to go to mosque. The traffic is not controlled well enough around Currie Park and action must be 
taken before a serious incident occurs. Lt. Noble said he can work on getting a stop sign for the Coyle center parking lot. 
Carla mentioned that Fine Associates might be able to put up appropriate signage for safety and signs with flashing lights 
would be helpful. Lisa Hammer recommended the issue could also be addressed in the WBCC land use committee. Hani 
stated the major actors to take into consideration are Fine Associates, the park board, and the City. 

Marry Mellen addressed very similar park safety concerns at Riverside Park. Her concern was from extra traffic 
through the park while the Franklin Avenue Bridge was still under construction. Aiya Butler clarified that the West River 
Parkway would not be open until the bridge construction was finished.  

Lisa expressed her general concern for the neighborhood during the warmer parts of the year and asked for 
more eyes watching the neighborhood and reporting suspicious activity. 

Abdirahman asked if the neighborhood would be losing any officers to the 4th precinct and Off. Dang explained 
from 3:30pm – 1:30am 1st precinct officers would be working in the 4th precinct. Carla stated that the night beat has still 
not been replaced as the process takes time. She also mentioned that security cameras can be registered with the city to 
be accessed when there is a crime. Abdirahman wanted to clarify that cameras aren’t foolproof and cited a shooting last 
month with the culprit still on the loose. Carla agreed and cited an altercation at Palmers where cameras were used for 
assistance.  

Someone had mentioned another shooting near the university and that it could have been gang related. Ahmed 
said the shooting wasn’t gang related but an angry dispute between students. Ali Saleh said he was nearby when the 
incident occurred and that police did not arrive to the scene quickly. Abdirahman made a point that perception also has 
a part in safety.  

Carla explained to the committee that MPD administration has stopped Code 4 meetings with inspectors to 
identify plans. This was a significant process in keeping the precinct informed. She also mentioned that the public 
notifications of shootings aren’t always complete. 

Mary said that seven shots were fired in Riverside Park the same day of the shooting that Abdirahman 
mentioned earlier. 



Abdirahman expressed his concern with summer crime and adolescents and said strong participation with the 
safety committee will be good for communication. Please inform youth to talk about any aggressive discussion/content 
on social media.  

Carla mentioned that Tesoro will be installing “No Trespassing” signs and cameras. She has been trying to 
connect with the Starbucks manager to discuss their trespassing policy.  

Sheikh asked “how can we centrally coordinate our efforts in between meetings?” Carla said leaving her 
voicemails is great but she doesn’t have caller ID so leaving a callback number is necessary. She made another point that 
the neighborhood has shot spotters and she’ll research more on the locations. 

Mary said she has some license plates from suspicious activity and wants to know what to do with the info. Carla 
said the city doesn’t run plates the way they used to because of irresponsible use of the procedure in the past. When 
suspicious activity is noticed, call the police and report the information immediately. Sheikh reminded people to think 
objectively when considering suspicious activity to avoid profiling innocent people. 

Debbie mentioned there has been a large group of homeless around the Cedar avenue exit of I-94. Samantha 
Stoltz let the committee know they have been increasing the time spent in the neighborhood and that they call the 
police when they feel unsafe working. 

Lisa expressed her frustration with the existence of a giant hole on the location of a building that burned down a 
few years ago. She called 311 to make a complaint and the operator responded with disrespect because the hole is in 
Cedar Riverside. Brandon Walden had complaints of the Dania hall lot as well. 311 is the number to call for Dania 
complains as the City of Minneapolis owns the property.  

Peg Wolff announced that CRNRP was awarded a grant from the Good Neighborhood Fund to revitalize 
neighborhood safety walks.  
 
 
Any New Updates or announcements: 

 There will be no June Safety Committee meeting due to Ramadan. The July Safety Committee will be postponed 
to July 12th. 

 August meeting will be the 2nd Tuesday (August 9th) to accommodate for National Night Out.  
   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 
 
Recorder: Ryan Justak 


