
As a general response, I'd like to say that while Animal Justice Party
policies focus on the plight of animals, we recognise the importance of
equality of all people, including LGBTIQ+ people. This should include the
provision of services meeting the unique needs of the LGBTIQ+
community. I recognise that Tasmania is some way off attaining this goal.
If elected, I hope to work closely with members of the LGBTIQ+
community to support the necessary change, as our elected MPs in other
states have done.

Here are my responses to the survey. I wasn't sure about the format you
wanted the response in, so I hope this is OK:

1. Committing to urgent reforms
o Conversion Practices: Yes, I will vote for legislation to

prohibit efforts to change or suppress sexual orientation or
gender identity, including criminal penalties for persistent
change or suppression efforts.

o Intersex surgeries: Yes, I will vote for legislation to
prohibit non-medical surgeries on infants and children with
variations of sex characteristics.

o A Human Rights Act: Yes, I will vote for a Human Rights
Act to protect the human rights of all Tasmanians
including LGBTIQ+ Tasmanians.

2. Protecting existing reforms
o Discrimination and bullying: Yes, I support the retention

of the anti-discrimination act, including the prohibition of
discrimination against LGBTIQ+ people in faith-based
schools, hospitals and other services, and section 17
which prohibits bullying conduct such as humiliating,
intimidating, ridiculing, insulting others. I will speak out
against attempts to weaken this legislation.

o Gender recognition: Yes, I support the retention of the
2019 gender reforms, including the choice available to
Tasmanian parents to include or remove gender on their
child’s birth certificate.

3. Enhancing deficient legislation
o Expungement of historical convictions: Yes, I will vote to

implement the recommendations of the review into the
expungement of historical LGBTIQ+ criminal records,
including compensation for those who were convicted.

o The Coroner’s Act: Yes, I will vote to amend the Coroner’s
Act to ensure there is a clear process for determining
senior-next-of-kin and that same-sex partners are not
treated differently to other partners in determining senior
next of kin.

4. Ensuring equal opportunity in education and health



o State schools: Yes, I will support measures to ensure
there is sufficient funding to allow all teachers in state
schools to have professional learning in LGBTIQ+ issues,
and so all state schools can ensure their LGBTIQ+
students are supported.

o Independent schools: Yes, I will support measures to
ensure that all independent schools are meeting their legal
obligation not to discriminate against LGBTIQ+ students.

o Mental health: Yes, I will support measures to ensure
there is sufficient funding for address the much higher
than average levels of stigma-related anxiety, depression
and suicide ideation in the LGBTIQ+ community, with a
focus on prevention and support, and I will support
measures that will ensure the bulk of this funding goes to
LGBTIQ+ specific organisations.

5. Policy-making and representation
o Government reference groups: Yes, I support retaining

these groups and ensuring they are adequately resourced.
o LGBTIQ+ Framework: Yes, I support having an LGBTIQ+

Framework, updating it based on the findings of the
current survey, and ensuring the Government response to
the findings of the survey is properly funded.

o Peak body funding: Yes, I support funding for an
LGBTIQ+ peak body.

Kind regards,
Tim Westcott
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