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Dear Ms. Owen:
There are currently at least a dozen groups seeking to engage in free speech activities to
whom the NPS has refused to issue permits for dates around the Inauguration, including the day
after the Inauguration. These organizations and their constituents are being unconstitutionally
obstructed in their ability to engage in their First Amendment Rights to speak out, organize and
assemble.
The NPS is authorizing Trump's PIC to stop every single demonstration from being able
to organize significant activities that are only weeks away and it is giving the private Trump
Inaugural Committee the authority to decide whether anti-Trump demonstrations may be allowed
to proceed on federal land.
This is solely because the National Park Service has issued a massive, omnibus blocking
permit to the Trump Presidential Inaugural Committee authorizing it not only exclusive use of
virtually every major assembly site in Washington, D.C., under NPS jurisdiction, but
additionally allowing Trump's PIC to keep those locations from being used by others for weeks
before and after the Inauguration, regardless of whether the PIC intends to use those areas for
activities at all.
The National Park Service and its officials signed for the application asserting that they
are a co-sponsoring entity. However, the NPS cannot articulate any activity that it plans to
undertake. Rather, it has removed all of this public space from use by the American people in

order to set it all aside for the Trump PIC and has blocked it out to prevent others from using
these locations for free speech activities unless the Trump PIC authorizes use. Included among
the sites that the NPS has removed from public access are the Ellipse, the Lincoln Memorial,
Constitution Avenue, Independence Avenue, the National Mall and Lafayette Park.
The NPS has allocated to the Trump PIC the right to decide whether, if and where anyone
wishing to engage in protest against the Trump agenda may use these vast federal lands,
including before and after the Inauguration.
The NPS has refused to require the PIC to relinquish space, or to require a date certain by
which decisions must be made.
Groups need their permits and they need them now to organize their events.
The PIC has never identified any activities or locations that it intends to use at any point
despite being repeatedly asked. The NPS has said it has no plans to use these locations itself.
We are herein demanding that the NPS withdraw the massive omnibus permit
applications that the Agency itself filed, including specifically those encompassing January
21, and allow organizations access to these federal lands under a neutral first-come, firstserve permitting system. The NPS's blocking permit is effecting an unconstitutional
abridgement of First Amendment rights.
Absent the improper removal of public space from access, the ANSWER Coalition would
have the first in time permit for the Ellipse for Saturday, January 21. In our in-person meeting
last week, the ANSWER Coalition made it clear that it would be willing to cooperate with the
women's march and any others who seek to and have been deprived of the ability to engage in
mass assembly on the 21st. However, at that point, the NPS admitted that ANSWER could not
have access to that space, and that it had been given to the PIC. It further stated that it did not
know ifthe PIC intended to use that space at all, that the Agency had no plans for the space
itself, and that the PIC had not responded to the NPS' s inquiries regarding its intended plans, if
any.
In response to inquiries from the press in the past weeks over the refusal of the NPS to
issue permits to demonstrating groups, including the women's march, the NPS told the media
that permits were not being issued because other demonstration groups, including specifically the
ANSWER Coalition, had their applications in first indicating that the obstruction came from
ANSWER and other organizations.
The NPS concealed the fact that the permit application that was blocking access to
assembly spaces for everyone is the one that the Agency itself wrote, signed for and submitted
giving all of these vast federal lands to Trump's Presidential Inaugural Committee. This

campaign of disinformation is clear evidence of the consciousness of guilt in abridging and
restricting dissent.
The NPS may not delegate its mandated authority to administer public space in a neutral
manner to a private partisan organization. At this current time, the NPS is allowing the PIC to
make the determinations as to whether or not protesters will be allowed to demonstrate,
including on the first full day and weekend of the Trump administration in the White House.
There is a massive groundswell of grassroots activity as people of conscience who wish
to stand together to articulate their vision for a better future. The NPS's issuance of this massive
omnibus blocking permit delays and denies the ability of all those who wish to come together to
exercise their cherished free speech rights in Washington, D.C.
Sincerely,

Mara Verheyden-Hilliard

