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A message from our Co-Ordinating Committee 

2015 is the first year our JVP Bay Area Chapter has had a paid part-time organizer. As 

you’ll see when you read this Annual Report (our first!), having someone who can devote 

even 20 hours a week to the work has made a big difference. Of course, we also have a 

number of amazing members who regularly step up and take a leadership role to 

organize actions and events for the chapter -- as well as many other members who show 

up and take action in a myriad of ways. The Coordinating Committee is so proud to say 

that our Bay Area JVPers are making a difference in the movement for justice in Palestine 

every day! 

 

A message from Susannah, our Bay Area Organizer 

After almost 3 years as an active member of the JVP Bay Area chapter, it has been an 

honor to step into the role as part-time organizer. 

My job is to support the work of the members of our local chapter so our activism can be 

more focused, organized, and coordinated with JVP National and other organizations 

locally.  As you read the report, you will be reminded about our many accomplishments 

over the past year. 

Working as a team with our members and the Coordinating Committee, our chapter 

grew both in numbers and effectiveness.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 
2 



 
 

JVP Bay Area Accomplishments  2014-2015 

This past year has been one of the chapter’s busiest and most active. The 
following is just some of what we’ve been up to! 

Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 

Campaign against Hewlett 

Packard:  

 In 2014, JVP activists went inside 

the Hewlett Packard 

shareholders meeting to speak 

about divestment.  We also 

staged a “die-in” on their campus 

during the summer. HP started to 

feel the pressure. In 2015, 

(perhaps due to our years of 

campaigning), HP became the 

largest tech company to move 

their shareholders meeting online. Despite this shift, our BDS committee organized a 

powerful “People’s shareholders meeting” action at HP headquarters in March, with over 

80 in attendance.  

Check out this article and see our website for the video! 

Berkeley Divestment: Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

(HWCAC): 

In the summer of 2015, Berkeley Human Welfare commissioner Cheryl Davila brought 

forth a divestment resolution asking the Berkeley City Council to divest from four 

companies profiting from the Israeli occupation. JVP-Bay Area along with several other 

organizations worked on educating the HWCAC about the Occupation and divestment as 

the Berkeley Divest Coalition. Ms. Davila was removed from her position after she 
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refused to withdraw the resolution.  The Coalition continued to work on getting the 

divestment resolution through the HWCAC as well as support Ms. Davila’s 

re-appointment to the HWCAC.  

Although it was ultimately defeated at the HWCAC, over 40 JVP members showed up to 

testify in support of the resolution. In coalition, JVP-Bay Area continues to support this 

effort to bring a divestment resolution before the Berkeley City Council. 

Interfaith Organizing and Solidarity 

Muslim Community Engagement 

❖ JVP-Bay Area supported American Muslims for Palestine’s (AMP)  “Make a Date 

with Justice” Israeli dates boycott campaign.  Our members visited 10 shops in the 

Bay Area to educate storeowners about Israeli dates and to encourage them to 

join the boycott if they haven’t already More info on the campaign here. 

❖ JVP-Bay Area supported AMP’s large Al-Quds conference in the South Bay, 

attending all day events including a cultural event and dinner. 

❖ JVP-Bay Area participated in the Lighthouse Mosque’s march against violence in 

Oakland. 

Church Engagement and Support 

❖ JVP-Bay Area, together with San Francisco Ecumenical Peace Partners, organized 3 

gatherings  with approximately  50 representatives from various churches to 

educate people about the activities of Christians in Palestine (e.g. Inter-Faith Peace 

Builders, Kairos Palestine) and to educate our partners about JVP and how we 

could support them.  

❖ JVP-Bay Area members tabled and participated in discussions at several regional 

Methodist and Presbyterian conferences.  

❖  JVP-Bay Area members joined in a clean-up and repair effort of racist graffiti at a 

Baptist church to demonstrating support and building relationships. 

❖ We protested in the streets along with the Christian group We Hold These Truths 

when Christians United for Israel (CUFI) leaders spoke at a synagogue in SF. 
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Education and Jewish Community Transformation 

This year, JVP-Bay Area revived our 

Education work group to focus on 

“Jewish Community 

Transformation” or JCT, with the 

goal of engagement with and 

education of the broader Bay Area 

Jewish community. Among other 

educational programs, the group 

has: 

❖ Launched a bi-monthly book 

club for chapter members where we’ve read personal memoirs, books about 

Islam and a broad range of topics relating to Israel/Palestine. 

❖ Organized the successful 1-year anniversary of the Gaza bombing: Gaza Not 

Forgotten event with over 100 present in Berkeley, CA  

Young Jewish Voice for Peace (yJVP) 

This year JVP-Bay Area launched a youth wing, yJVP, to strengthen our organizing of 

younger Jews, and to build a more age-diverse chapter. yJVP-Bay Area is a space for 

young Jews to develop their leadership, build relationships, and plug into the local 

chapter’s activities and work groups.  

❖ Launch party & Show: In 

May, yJVP organized a successful 

launch party and showheld in 

downtown Oakland that drew over 

50 people, and included 

performances from spoken word 

poets, Rabbis and others in the 

JVP-Bay Area community.  
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❖ Ritual event: In January 2015, approximately 40 young Jews came together to 

process after the summer’s Gaza bombing, to share stories, connect and learn 

more about JVP-Bay Area’s work. 

❖ Monthly meetings and social events: Since January there have been monthly 

planning meetings and social events such as Shabbat dinners; educational events 

and discussions on political topics. These events draw 10-20 people. 

For more info, follow yJVP on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/yJVPBA 

Interfaith Passover 

Seder “From Ferguson to 

Palestine” 

Our 4th annual seder gathered 

over 90 people and included our 

esteemed Palestinian allies, 

Mizrahi and other Jews of color 

voices for a powerful and fun 

evening! 

 

 

Gaza Run 

As 3rd year participants, Team 

JVP-Bay Area raised over 

$7,000 for UNWRA USA’s Gaza 

Run 5k in San Francisco.  
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Support for the Black Lives Matter Movement  

JVP members participated in a Black Lives Matter Chanukah march and prayer ritual. 

Working Against Adoption of the State Department Definition of 

Anti-Semitism by the UC Regents 

 JVP-Bay Area has joined others to lobby against the UC Regents adopting the US State 

Department definition of Anti-Semitism,  which includes problematic language conflating 

criticism of Israel with Anti-Semitism. We testified at Regents hearings on several 

different UC campuses 

and demonstrated at 

UC President Janet 

Napolitano’s office in 

Downtown Oakland. 

JVP National, 

Sacramento and LA 

Chapters are also 

involved in the coalition 

working on this issue. 

 
Financial Report 
 
Thanks to the support of 70 members and allies, we were able to raise $15,371 over the 

past year to cover a portion of the costs of our part-time organizer, Susannah 

Nachenberg. National JVP covered the rest. And thanks to both Susannah’s efforts and 

the tireless activism of the approximately 60 members and leaders in our local chapter, 

we were able to accomplish an extraordinary amount of educational, solidarity and 

campaign work. 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING JVP-BAY AREA! WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR COMMITMENT TO A JUST PEACE IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE. 
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