THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
ONEASHBURTON PLACE
B O S T O N , MASSACHUSETTS 0 2 1 0 8
TEL: (617) 727-2200

MAURA HEALEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Via U.S. Mail

www.mass.gov/ago

February 24, 2015

Prisco Tammaro
56 Pine St
Maiden, MA 02148
Re:

Your Public Records Request

Dear Mr. Tammaro:
This letter is in response to your public records request made pursuant to the
Massachusetts Public Records Law, G.L. c. 66, § 10. In a February 11, 2015 email sent to the
Non-Profit Organizations/Public Charities Division of the Office of the Attorney General (AGO),
you requested copies of records held by the AGO, specifically:
1. Maiden Hospital records....
2. The original deed and every subsequent change of ownership through its
mergers into Hallmark Health.
3. Are there any deed restrictions, as the land and many buildings were charitable
donations. Any restrictions per MGL 184 Section 23 and 31 A. Should the deed
be restricted in the opinion of the AG office for the sake of the public?
4. Any papers on the current state of the deed and property and Hallmarks' right
to sell the property.
In a February 23, 2015 telephone call, you clarified that you are seeking records in the
custody of the Non-Profit Organizations/Public Charities Division (Division) of the AGO
relating to the sale of Maiden Hospital, Inc., or the merger of Maiden Hospital, Inc., into
Hallmark Health Care, as well as any documents concerning the Division's review of such
transactions.
After a comprehensive search, the Division has identified an as yet undetermined number
of pages of records that may be responsive to your request. However, it is impossible to
determine exactly how many pages of records there are that are responsive to your request and
subject to disclosure under the public records law, G.L. c. 66, § 10 and G.L. c. 4, § 7, cl. 26,
without first going through a more detailed search and segregation process.
The public records law permits a custodian of public records to charge a requester for the
expense of searching for, retrieving, and segregating responsive records, in addition to charges
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for photocopying. See G. L. c. 66, § 10; 950 CMR 32.06 (l)(c) and (4). A custodian may require
payment of that fee prior to complying with a public records request. G. L. c. 66, § 10(a).
The initial estimated cost for responding to this request is $111.50. This fee represents:
0.25 hours for an administrative staff member to search for and retrieve records at a rate of
$18.00 per hour ($4.50); 3.0 hours for an attorney to review and segregate the records at a rate of
$30.00 per hour ($90.00); and a storage facility retrieval fee of $15.00/delivery and $2.00/box for
1 box of records ($17.00).
Please note that once we have completed the final segregation and have the actual number
of pages of records that are available to you, there will be an additional charge of $0.20 per page
and $18.00 per hour for an administrative staff member to make photocopies of the records, and
for postage to mail the records to you.
If you would like us to begin to process your request, we will do so upon receipt of
payment in the amount of $111.50. Please make your check or money order payable to the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, noting on the check that it concerns a public records request,
and send it to my attention at the above address. Finally, please note that this charge is a good
faith estimate only. We will notify you of the final costs prior to providing the records to you so
that the charge can be reconciled.
Please be advised if we do not hear from you within thirty (30) days to discuss how you
want us to proceed, we will consider your request withdrawn and the matter closed.

Brett J. Blank
Public Records Officer
Assistant Attorney General
Non-Profit Organizations/Public Charities Division
(617)963-2346

