
 

How federal funds help 
families afford child care 
 
We’ve all seen how essential child care is for 
Kansas families and businesses during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately, even 
before that, many Kansas families did not have 
access to high-quality child care, either 
because there were too few slots available (if 
there were any slots available locally to begin 
with), or the price tag on such care was too 
high. Meanwhile, the child care workforce is 
aging, pay is both low and stagnant, and new 
professionals aren’t entering the field. 

 
In short: Families can’t afford to pay more for 
child care, and child care providers can’t 
afford to make less money.   
 
The child care system in Kansas is broken, and 
the market can’t fix itself. If providers increase 
their prices, families won’t be able to afford 
care. At the same time, the rising costs of 
running a child care business mean that 
oftentimes the people Kansans entrust to care 
for their children are making minimum wage or 
only slightly more. 

 
Child care is like our state’s physical 
infrastructure. Without it, parents can’t go to 
work, just like they can’t get to work without 
safe roads and bridges. The sooner we see 
(and invest in) child care the way we do other 
essential infrastructure projects throughout 
Kansas, the sooner we will have a stable and 
thriving early learning sector. 
 

This is where the federal government has 
stepped in. Just like the interstate highway 
system (headed by Kansas’ own President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower), the federal government 
helps states build quality and accessible child 
care. Through the Child Care Development 
Fund, the federal government provides grants 
to states which go to provider supports and 
stipends for families. Unfortunately, Kansas 
lawmakers have not allocated enough state 
funds to maximize the amount of federal dollars 
we bring to Kansas.  
 

Last year, Kansas left $3.3 million in federal 
funds on the table.   
 

This is not government support for the sake of 
big government – this is a sensible expenditure 
to ensure that families are able to work and 
providers are able to make ends meet. This 
money is used to directly support operations of 
child care providers, development of our child 
care professionals, and payments to help 
families cover the cost of child care. 
 

So what can we do? 
 

This session, Kansas must put up the 
additional $2 million to draw down all 
available child care funds and use that money 
to support more Kansas families. 
 

Because the price tag on child care is so high, 
we should also encourage our federal 
lawmakers in Washington, D.C., to substantially 
increase the funding they provide to states to 
run these programs. Investing in Kansas 
children is one of the best investments we can 
make in our future. 


