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February 15, 2021 
 
Heather Braum, Health Policy Advisor 
Kansas Action for Children 
Written testimony in support of Kansas Department of Health and Environment Budget 
Senate Ways and Means Subcommittee on Human Services 
 
Chairperson McGinn and Members of the Committee: 
 
Kansas Action for Children (KAC) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization. Our vision is to 
make Kansas the best state to raise -- and be -- a child, and our organization shapes 
health, education, and economic policies that improve the lives of Kansas children and 
families. Our organization cares deeply about the critical role that local public health 
departments play in maintaining kids’ health.  
 
That is why we are supporting the Kansas Association of Local Health Department’s 
request that the committee consider adding $2.6 million in FY22 to Aid to Local Health 
Departments for statutory formula distribution as listed under KDHE’s Division of Public 
Health, raising the total allocation to $4.8 million. 
 
Other conferees will provide more information about this requested enhancement and the 
history of this aid, including that it hasn’t been increased since 1992.  

Our local health departments face numerous challenges as they test for and trace local 
COVID cases, manage local COVID vaccination efforts, carry out their regular duties, and 
monitor for emerging public health threats. Local health department staffs and budgets are 
stretched to the extreme.  

I wanted to take a moment, however, to provide a list of some of the services local health 
departments provide that directly improve kids’ health. This list is not exhaustive and may 
vary from county to county:  
 

• Immunizations for children, including the Vaccines for Kids program1 
• Child care licensing 

 
1 Vaccine for Kids program, https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/index.html


 

 
 
 

 

• Car seat safety checks 
• Home visitation programs 
• Education services for parents 
• Breastfeeding peer counseling 
• WIC programs (Women Infant Child), focusing on nutrition and health education 
• Nurse-Family Partnerships, helping first-time mothers during and after pregnancy 

These services connect Kansas kids and their families with information, programs, and 
community organizations. The goal? Improve their health and help these kids and families 
thrive, leading to greater success in life.  

But overextended local health department staff and underfunded budgets could mean 
trouble for these critical services.  It may be more difficult to deliver such help to children 
and families, including childhood vaccinations.  Even a modest increase in state-level 
funding, could help these departments. 

As we have seen over the last year, we need our local health departments now more than 
ever, and that is why it is the time to increase the Aid to Local Health Departments funding, 
at the suggested enhancement amount of $2.6 million, raising the total allocation to $4.8 
million. 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our support for this budget enhancement request, 
and please do not hesitate to contact me at heather@kac.org if you have any questions.   


