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Karuva Kaseke, Fiscal Policy Analyst 
Kansas Action for Children 
Informational Briefing on the Elimination of Juvenile Fines and Fees 
House Committee on Corrections and Juvenile Justice 
 
Chairperson Owens and members of the Committee, 
 
Thank you for providing this opportunity to address the elimination of fines and fees for youth 
in the justice system and how ending these regressive penalties will help Kansas youth and 
families. Kansas Action for Children is a nonprofit advocacy organization working to make 
Kansas a place where every child has the opportunity to grow up healthy and thrive. We work 
across the political spectrum to improve the lives of Kansas children through bipartisan 
advocacy, partnership, and information-sharing on key issues including early learning and 
education, health, and economic security for families. 
 
The Kansas juvenile justice system exists to “promote public safety, hold juvenile offenders 
accountable for their behavior and improve their ability to live more productively and 
responsibly in the community.”1 Fees and fines imposed on youth, from their first interaction 
with law enforcement to the final outcome of their case, are ineffective and 
counterproductive to these goals. 
 
For youth and families already facing financial hardship, even minimal fees and fines can 
easily become unaffordable debt. Individual fines and fees can be as high as $1,000, with 
some assessed multiple times, such as the $200 nightly detention fee.2 Most youth do not have 
an income, which means that court debt is passed on to their family. This puts the family at risk 
of being further driven into poverty and forced to compromise on essentials such as food, rent, 
health care, and child care. The disruption and stress these financial burdens cause is not a 
solution and becomes a punishment in and of itself – a punishment based solely on the ability 
to pay. Fines and fees are inequitable, do not address what led youth into the justice 
system, and create hardship for their closest support systems during an already difficult 
time. 
 

 
1 K.S.A. § 8-2301 
2 K.S.A § 38-2361(a)(8), (e) 
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In addition to debt and exacerbated poverty, youths and their families face several 
consequences because of these unaffordable fines, such as: 

 Financial hardship, including the inability to pay other existing debts 
 Youth’s case remaining open longer than it otherwise would have 
 Youth put in non-family placement 
 Youth remaining in placement longer than they otherwise would have 
 Increased likelihood of recidivism 
 Additional court visits resulting in missed school or work 

 
Under the Kansas Juvenile Justice Code, courts have other options that are more holistic and 
equitable to hold youth accountable without creating recurrent financial hardship, while 
providing a greater opportunity for redirecting youth to become productive and responsible 
adults. Alternatives include: 

 Community service 
 Education programs 
 Intervention programs 
 Mediations  
 Community-based programs  

 
At Kansas Action for Children, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to 
grow up healthy and thrive, yet we know that not all Kansans have the same opportunities to 
succeed. As a state, we must bring our collective focus on finding ways to strengthen families 
and communities to meet the needs of youth regardless of race, income, zip code, identity, or 
ability.  
 
To date, 14 states have successfully eliminated some or all juvenile fees. Kansas can learn from 
and improve on what others have done and become a leader in finding the balance between 
accountability and positive reform for justice-involved youth. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share information with you today. Feel free to reach me if you 
have any questions at karuva@kac.org. 
 
 


