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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Karen Mallard Shines at Democratic Congressional Forum:  
“I will fight for working families” 
 
Hampton, Virginia – March 14, 2018 – Karen Mallard, teacher turned Democratic candidate for 
Virginia’s 2nd Congressional District nomination, made a strong showing at Tuesday’s Let The 
Voters Decide Forum, sponsored by the Hampton Democratic Committee. 
 
Prominent local journalist Barbara Hamm-Lee was the moderator for the first formal event of the 
2018 Democratic Primary Campaign, held in the Hampton City Council chambers and attended 
by almost 100 voters and local party officials and candidates.  
 
Five of the declared Congressional candidates for the VA-02 Democratic Party nomination 
attended, all competing for the chance to unseat freshman Representative Scott Taylor this fall. 
 
Responding to questions, Mallard made her positions clear on a number of subjects throughout 
the evening, including: 
 

● Minimum Wage: Mallard came out in support of the #fightFor15, urging lawmakers to 
move on  a $15-per-hour minimum wage as quickly as possible in order to build working 
class buying power. “I’ll fight for working families,” she said. 

● Universal Health Care: Mallard spoke out for universal health care and an expansion of 
medicare for all, stating that “healthcare is a right.” 



● Education: Mallard spoke passionately about how and why she became a teacher and 
how her experience as an educator propelled her into the race. She criticized federal 
budget cuts and singled out Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos for her lack of 
leadership, calling her “unqualified.”  

● Guns: Mallard opposed the repeal of gun-free zones and measures allowing teachers to 
carry guns. In recent days, Mallard put the National Rifle Association on the defensive by 
destroying her family’s AR-15 in a video that’s been viewed more than three million times 
online. The video managed to strike a nerve with NRA supporters and others opposed to 
an assault weapons ban or any change in existing law. In response to the video, 
Mallard’s social media accounts were inundated with thousands of messages, a majority 
of them abusive and misogynistic. 

 
Mallard, though, refuses to back down. 
 
“Sandy Hook made us feel powerless, but Florida was different,” Mallard said. “Students spoke 
up and were attacked. We didn’t want this gun in our house or in anyone else’s house. I wanted 
to tell those kids to keep fighting.”  
 
Mallard was adamant that arming teachers is not a solution to the problem: “I refuse to carry a 
gun in school. It’s irresponsible to add more firearms to a volatile situation.”  
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