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Kathleen’s Story: 

College Professor, Dairy Farmer, State Senator  

 

I have listened to another candidate for Governor say he has imagined walking in the shoes of 

others not so well off. I have walked in those shoes. My dad dug ditches and finished cement. 

My mother was a nurse. They both served in Korea. My Dad when he was older had a pension 

only because he was a member of the International Laborers Union.  

 

He thought college would be wasted on his daughter, so I became independent and started 

college at the local 2-year campus and worked as a nurse’s aide to pay the bills. I earned 

graduate degrees, became a college professor and taught health policy and health administration 

for 10 years. 

 

I then followed a childhood dream and my husband and I bought a farm in Buffalo County and 

started a small 50-cow dairy herd. I got up at 4 am every morning for ten years to milk the cows 

in our red tie stall barn. I know what it is like to be slapped in the face with a manure filled tail, 

so political attack ads don’t bother me. 

 

When the price of milk went down and health insurance premiums went up we had to drop 

health insurance. I know what it is like to get a telephone call saying my son needed emergency 

surgery when we had no way of paying. Many of my neighbors were in the same predicament. I 

ran for the Senate in 2006, defeated Ron Brown, and have won re-election twice in a district 

Walker won in 2010, 2012 and 2014, and Trump won in 2016. 

 

*** 

 

Kathleen was one of the prime authors of Healthy Wisconsin, a Bill that passed the Senate and 

died in the Assembly. If enacted, the plan would have provided health care to all state residents. 

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel called the health related bills she was able to pass, “the most 

extensive changes in a decade”. 

 

At the end of Kathleen’s rookie term, the state school administrators gave her their legislator of 

the year award saying, “No state legislator had a greater positive impact on Wisconsin schools 

than Kathleen Vinehout.” 


