Keep Alberta Strong
The Honourable Jason Kenney, MLA
Premier of Alberta, President of Executive Council
Minister of Intergovernmental Relations
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 – 97 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6
August 16, 2019
Dear Premier Kenney:
We are writing to you as Keep Alberta Strong, a growing coalition of organizations from across Alberta
committed to ensuring all Albertans have access to the opportunities and resources they need to
contribute to our province’s economic prosperity.
We respect the difficult choices your government is facing as it works to bring balance back to Alberta’s
finances and appreciate the level of rigour you are applying to the development of the fall budget. This
approach is both commendable and necessary. Additionally, we are fully supportive of your government’s
main priorities of getting Albertans back to work and making life better. The upcoming budget is a key
opportunity to invest in this vision.
Many of our organizations work with or provide front-line services to vulnerable Albertans and the working
poor. As a result, we have a first-hand understanding of both the economic and the social benefits of key
programs and services—not only for those who access them but for all of us. As you develop the fall
budget, we ask you to continue to invest in six priority areas, all of which support your government’s key
priorities:
1. The Alberta Child Benefit (ACB)
 The ACB provides direct financial assistance to over 100,000 families (over 300,000 children) with
lower household incomes.
 Since the ACB was introduced, Alberta’s child poverty rate has declined by 50%.
 Fewer children living in poverty now leads to more independent and economically prosperous
adults in the future.
 In our experience, the ACB has also been an economic stabilizer for families and has enabled many
to pursue and maintain better jobs.
2. Affordable transportation
 Access to affordable transportation is a proven strategy for enabling economic participation and
improving quality of life, particularly for the working poor. Rural municipalities face unique transit
challenges, and there is a demand for local-provincial partnership solutions to address this.
 In recent years, the Government of Alberta has partnered with Calgary and Edmonton to make
public transit more affordable. In both Calgary and Edmonton, this funding has made possible a
sliding scale fare structure for the low-income transit pass. The pass was purchased by 60,000
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Calgarians and over 40,000 Edmontonians in 2018, many of whom reported better access to
education, jobs, and other opportunities as a result.
In rural Alberta, six two-year projects in various locations across the province have received funding
through the Rural Transportation Pilot Program. These grants are supporting transit services for
nearly 150,000 Albertans.

3. Family and Community Support Services (FCSS)
 FCSS is a funding partnership between the Government of Alberta and participating municipalities.
The current provincial investment is $101 million annually, which was less than 0.18% of the total
budget in 2018.
 FCSS programs are locally driven and delivered initiatives that are focused on prevention, and
which promote well-being, resilience, and active participation in the community. They help
individuals overcome poverty and achieve greater financial stability.
 For each dollar invested in 2018 by the City of Calgary, $8.58 was leveraged in the community.
 Research also shows that for every dollar invested in preventative services, $7-$12 is saved in
future spending—specifically in the areas of justice, health, and addictions.
4. Affordable, quality childcare
 Increasing access to affordable childcare is vital to advancing gender equality and addressing
barriers to women’s economic participation, both of which are Government of Alberta priorities.
 Affordable childcare opens up economic opportunities for women, enabling them to find and keep
work, start their own businesses, move beyond poverty, and gain independence.
 In Alberta, childcare is difficult to access (there are only enough regulated spaces for one in three
children below the age of five) and unaffordable (the average monthly fee for a toddler in Calgary is
$1,030).
 It is estimated that advancing gender equality has the potential to add $150 billion in incremental
GDP to the Canadian economy by 2026.
5. Social assistance rates
 Income Support and Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH) rates were recently
increased and indexed to inflation (to account for year-over-year changes to the cost of living).
 These important changes have already increased the financial stability of many low-income
Albertans, including persons living with a disability.
6. Affordable Housing
 In Alberta, more than 164,000 households are in core housing need (spending 30% or more of total
before-tax income to pay for housing), according to the 2016 Census.
 The 2018 Point in Time Count found 5,735 Albertans to be experiencing homelessness.
 Affordable housing saves money. Building affordable housing requires investment ($5,000 to
$8,000 per year) but maintaining the status quo costs versus spending up to $100,000 per person
per year in emergency room expenses, law enforcement, and other services.
 Investing in affordable housing is an opportunity to fulfill the Alberta government’s commitment to
invest $1.2 billion to provide 4,100 new or renewed affordable housing units in the next three
years.
 Supporting affordable housing developments is an investment.
 According to the Government of Alberta’s economic multiplier analysis, every $1 invested in
building affordable housing creates $1.74 in total economic output.
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The consequences of poverty and economic exclusion are well-documented, both in terms of the economic
cost to our province (at least $7 billion each year) and the impact on our social fabric. This is why
maintaining investments in programs and initiatives that support vulnerable Albertans and the working
poor is vital to ensuring Alberta’s prosperity. As discussions continue in advance of the fall budget, we
would welcome any opportunity to discuss the above priorities with you or to provide additional feedback.
Thank you for the difficult work you and your government are doing to create a new economic plan for
Alberta.

Sincerely,
Keep Alberta Strong
Organizations:
The Calgary Climate Hub, Aida Nciri, admin@calgaryclimatehub.ca
Calgary Counselling Centre, Robbie Babins-Wagner, robbie.wagner@calgarycounselling.com
Calgary Reads, Steacy Collyer, steacy@calgaryreads.com
Canadian Poverty Institute, Derek Cook, derek.cook@ambrose.edu
Catholic Family Services, Patricia Jones, patricia.jones@cfs-ab.org
CARYA, Susan Mallon, suem@caryacalgary.ca
Central Alberta Poverty Reduction Alliance, LeeAnne Shinski, leeanne.shinski@reddeer.ca
Community Kitchen, Sundae Nordin, snordin@ckpcalgary.ca
CommunityWise Resource Centre, Erin McFarlane, erin@communitywise.net
CUPS, Robert Perry, RobertP@cupscalgary.com
The DI, Sandra Clarkson, sandrac@thedi.ca
East Village Seniors Association, D’Arcy Wash, walsh.darcy60@gmail.com>
Edmonton Social Planning Council, Susan Morrissey, susanm@edmontonsocialplanning.ca
End Poverty Edmonton, Michael Phair, michaelphair@shaw.ca
FCSS Association of Alberta, Vicki Van Vliet Vaitkunas, director@fcssaa.org
Four Worlds Centre for Development Learning(Cochrane), Michael and Judie Bopp, anyone@fourworlds.ca
JFSC, Roxanne Droppo, roxanned@jfsc.org
FCJ Retreat and Conference Centre, Denise Deneve, denise.deneve@fcjcentre.ca
FreshRoutes, Anna Johnson, freshroutesyyc@gmail.com
The FurtherEd Society, Elaine Cairms, ecairns@furthered.ca
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Generation Indigenous (GENi), Joe Plant, genindigenous@outlook.com
Hillhurst Sunnyside Community Association, Kate Stenson, kate.s@hsca.ca
Human Elements Canada, Matt Youens, matt@humanelements.ca
Inn from the Cold, Heather Morley, heather@innfromthecold.org
Institute for Community Prosperity, Mount Royal University, James Stauch, jstauch@mtroyal.ca
The Leftovers Foundation, Lourdes Juan, lourdes@rescuefood.ca
Momentum, Jeff Loomis, jeffl@momentum.org
The Mustard Seed, Stephen Wile, StephenWile@theseed.ca
Poverty Talks, Hagir Sail, hagir@vibrantcalgary.com
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo Poverty Reduction Network, Jo-Anne Packham,
jpackham@fmwbunitedway.com
United Way of Central Alberta, Brett Speight, brett.speight@caunitedway.ca
United Way, Fort McMurray, Wood Buffalo, Jo-Anne Packham, jpackham@fmwbunitedway.com
Vibrant Communities Calgary, Franco Savoia, franco@vibrantcalgary.com
Women’s Centre, Susan Gillies, susan@womenscentrecalgary.org

Individuals:
Bill Phipps, bfphipps@shaw.ca
Mary Anne Schleinich mschleinich@gmail.com
Susan Wood, susanwood125@outlook.com
Walter Hossli, walter.hossli@gmail.com

c.c: Honourable Travis Toews, President of the Treasury Board and Minister of Finance
Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of Community and Social Services
Honourable Ric McIver, Minister of Transportation
Honourable Rebecca Schultz, Minister of Children’s Services
Honourable Leela Aheer, Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women

4 of 3

5 of 3

