Ambassador Report April 2020

Hi everyone,
I hope this letter finds you safe and well in current conditions under a coronavirus
pandemic. Before self-isolation measures were in place, a few activities brought many koala
crusaders together.
Our Community Tree Planting was a huge success with 200 volunteers planting 2000
habitat trees, which will provide food and shelter in a connected corridor of koala habitat
over time. In partnership with Noosa and District Landcare, we have achieved our goal of
planting 24,000 trees over 60 ha to complete the Body Shop World Bio Bridge Project. A
National Park of 2400ha will bring a decentralized source of health and wellness, not only
for koalas but also for the community as well, as habitat grows and is restored.
I want to thank the many volunteers, members and community participants that helped
make the day such a success! Special thanks to those who baked, knitted, provided food and
coffee and to those who planted a tree or created stone art whilst participating in the rain.
Couldn’t have had more ideal conditions for planting and future growth of a forest.

On 8th March, Xavier Rudd performed a benefit concert at the Sol Bar in
Maroochydore and donated all proceeds to QKC from ticket and poster sales. This generous
contribution will bring us closer to a Koala Sanctuary in our region and we are incredibly
grateful to Xavier and his team for this gift.

Other great fundraising events in March were facilitated by Melony Brests and
Sal Monella and our education officers, Bernard and Eileen with lovely Natalie from
Germany!

A “Koala Party” brought us to the Riverdeck Restaurant in Tewantin where Author and
creator, Fizzi Reynolds read her incredible book: “Karla The Coolest Koala in Noosa”.
Cherry Ripe sang us the koala song and played her ukulele and an incredible lunch was
served to guests. I was able to present an overview of what we need for koalas and their
habitat to an interested audience that were very generous in their raffle support. It even
brought tears to the eyes of many.
Our ability to continue with events is now halted by the restrictions in place by coronavirus
and many are self-isolating. It is a great time to get creative and catch up on all things koala
so if you are looking for things to keep you occupied, let us know if you would like to help
us. From art competitions to knitting projects, tree planting to content creations, this can be
a time for reflection and reset as we move forward in an unprecedented time in history.
Bring us your ideas and your participation.
We are keeping an eye on development and clearing projects within our region. I am happy
to announce that Noosa Council rejected the Attunga Heights development application after
community consultation and submissions were addressed. Thanks to Vanda for a well
written submission and to Bernard for his vigilance and attention.
Another development that has been approved has been discussed with Noosa Council staff
and a request was put forth for detection dogs and qualified koala spotter/catchers to be
present during the clearing. Unfortunately, the pre-approved status of a block now not
currently protected in the State mapping is unable to be saved despite presence onsite of
known koalas. Unless legislative changes can be made, further development will occur in
koala areas and the urban population of koalas remains at high risk.
After 2 ½ years of meetings with Transport and Main Roads, the project is out to tender
and we are not happy with the current level of disregard that occurred in terms of what is
necessary for duty of care of our precious koalas. 450 hectares of core koala habitat is due
to be cleared for the Cooran to Curra upgrade and further impact assessment is clearly not
being adequately addressed but is needed.
So, that is about it from this ambassador for koalas! Stay safe, ask questions, be creative and
together, we will all come together when this period ends.
Meghan

