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FORMER GOVERNOR TOM KEAN, SR. ENDORSES MATTHEW KOPKO 
CANDIDATE FOR NJ 31 LD ASSEMBLY 

 

Jersey City — Today, former Governor Tom Kean, Sr. has enthusiastically 

endorsed the candidacy of Matt Kopko who is running for the Assembly seat in the 31 

LD.  Governor Kean said, “In my career in public office and later as president of a major 

university, I have had the opportunity to meet an assortment of impressive individuals.  

Recently I had the opportunity to sit down and speak at length with a very impressive 

individual, Matt Kopko, who I met with in my office recently.  I met with not only an 

incredibly accomplished young man, but with a person who has his heart and mind in 

the right places.  Matt and I delved into very complex issues affecting NJ today, 

including the environment, the economy, education, and poverty, and I believe after our 

conversation that he will bring about change for the better with his solutions-based 

approach, one that’s not stymied by political considerations, but rather what’s in the best 

interests of the people he represents and those throughout the state.”  Kean went on to 

say, “I’m very happy to endorse Matt because he represents all the things we want in 

our emerging and future leaders: honesty, passion, intellect, hard work and a 

willingness to always do what’s in the best interests of the people of NJ, and not his or 

some other special interest.  Someone like Mr. Kopko is very rare in today’s political 

world.” 

Matt Kopko said, “I can’t begin to say how proud I am to receive Governor Kean’s 

endorsement.  He’s someone I have looked up to for a long time.  He is the epitome of 

what a great governor is, someone who served all people of New Jersey and built a 

broad, bipartisan, winning coalition.  He made New Jersey a better place for all during 

his tenure.  He later served the nation in the important work of the 9/11 Commission, 

which he chaired.  I can only hope to be able to work towards performing good works 



  

like those Governor Kean was able to achieve.  I will always strive to live up to the 

example Governor Kean created of people first, and making New Jersey the best state 

to live in the nation.” 

### 

About Governor Thomas Kean 

Thomas Kean was an educator and journalist before entering politics, winning election 
to the New Jersey Assembly and holding leadership positions there throughout the '70s.  

In 1967, Kean was elected to the New Jersey General Assembly. He lost his 1977 bid 
for New Jersey Governor, but won the election in 1981 and again in 1985, winning 
reelection by one of the widest margins in New Jersey history. Following his second 
term, Kean served as President of Drew University, a small liberal arts college in New 
Jersey. In 1997, he was appointed as an Advisory Board member of President Clinton's 
One America Initiative, designed to ease domestic racial tension. 
 
Kean stepped onto the global stage in 2002, when President Bush appointed him as 
Chairman of the 9/11 Commission, which was responsible for investigating the causes 
of the attacks on September 11, 2001, and providing recommendations to prevent 
future terrorist attacks. In 2004, the Commission concluded that the 9/11 terror attacks 
could have been prevented, laying blame in part with the CIA and FBI. 
In 2004, Kean and fellow Commissioner Lee H. Hamilton published a book, Without 
Precedent: The Inside Story of the 9/11 Commission, which accused the Pentagon and 
Federal Aviation Administration of repeatedly making inaccurate statements during 
Commission interviews and the possible obstruction of justice. 
 

About Matthew Kopko candidate for New Jersey Assembly LD 31: 

 
Matt Kopko was raised in New Jersey’s Hudson Valley, and went on to attend 
Princeton, and later the University of Chicago.  At Princeton, he studied economics and 
wrote his thesis on the benefits of infrastructure development, a topic he believes is 
critical to the future of Hudson County.  At the University of Chicago, Matt received his 
law degree and MBA. 
 
Currently Matt practices law as a real estate attorney for one of the nation's most 
prestigious law firms. Matthew represents institutions undertaking infrastructure 
development projects, industrial, residential and mixed-use developments, hotels and 
other real-property transactions. Matthew also devotes substantial time to pro bono 
work where he counsels small business-men and -women, and protects at-risk, 
underprivileged women and families.  Before practicing law, he worked for several 



  

startups in the education and technology industries. Matt lives with his wife Michelle and 
their puppy Jack in Bayonne. 
 
http://www.votekopko.com/ 
http://facebook.com/votekopko 
@votekopko on instagram & twitter 


