
JUDICIAL
RETENTION COMPLETE THE BALLOT.

Voters have the power to keep or reject
justices during retention elections.

KEEP POLITICIANS 
OUT OF THE COURTS

Kansas courts protect all Kansans by upholding the constitution. As gatekeepers
of the court system, it is imperative that they make fair and impartial rulings

based on the state and U.S. Constitutions, and not on political ideology.

PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE 
A judge should 

have extensive legal 
knowledge.

EXPERIENCE
A judge should have 

a strong record of 
excellence in the law.

JUDICIAL TEMPERAMENT
 A judge should be 
neutral, respectful, 

and composed.

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE
 A judge should be 

committed to all aspects 
of the administration

of justice.

GET TO THE POLLS.

JUDGES ARE EVALUATED ON:

FAIR & IMPARTIAL
 A judge should be honest and 
committed to the rule of law.



HOW THE MERIT SYSTEM WORKS

The Kansas Supreme Court 
Nominating Commission is 
geographically balanced, 
based on congressional 
district and consists of 
four non-attorney Kansans 
appointed by the governor 
and five Kansas attorneys 
voted on by their peers.

The commission holds PUBLIC 
interviews of the candidates and 
recommends the three most 
qualified Kansans to the governor. 
The governor interviews the three 
candidates and then appoints one 
to the Kansas Supreme Court. 
The governor can also reject the 
candidates.

Kansans then vote to retain (or 
not) the justices after their first 
year of service and then again 
every six years after. Justices have 
a mandatory retirement age of 75.

A YES VOTE IS A VOTE TO RETAIN
KANSAS JUDGES & JUSTICES

Unlike politicians seeking higher office, Kansas 
Supreme Court justices and Court of Appeals 
judges do not campaign and their party affiliation is 
typically unknown. Furthermore, the Kansas Code of 
Judicial Conduct prohibits justices and judges from 
commenting on current cases or ones that may come 
before their court in the future—making it virtually 
impossible for them to defend against political attacks. 
A fair and impartial system depends on you. Complete 
the ballot.

Data collected and averaged (annually) from August 2010 to September 2016, the term of Lawton Nuss’ service as chief justice of the Kansas Supreme Court.
Sources: Kansas Supreme Court, www.kscourts.org; SCOTUSblog, www.scotusblog.com; Supreme Court Review, www.supremecourtreview.com.
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Cases asked to
review each year:

Opinions issued each year:

Opinions issued since 2010:

KANSAS SUPREME COURT U.S. SUPREME COURT

1,000

217

1,306

7,000

130

533

DID YOU KNOW?

KS Supreme Court  decisions overturned by SCOTUS FIVE
LESS THAN ONE-HALF OF 1 PERCENT - (0.38%)

approx. approx.

approx. approx.


