
55
TIMES

POLITICIANS ATTACKED

THE COURTS
Since 2013, Topeka politicians have proposed at least 55 bills to reconfigure the judicial 

branch so as to get court decisions that align with their political agendas or that attack the 
Kansas Supreme Court for fairly and impartially interpreting the Kansas Constitution.

25
ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE 
THE MAKEUP OF THE 

COURTS OR THE 
MANNER OF 

CHOOSING JUDGES
OR JUSTICES.

ATTEMPTS TO ALTER OR
RESTRICT THE JUDICIAL

BRANCH’S INDEPENDENT
AUTHORITY OVER
ITS OPERATIONS.

ATTEMPTS TO INTERFERE
IN OR GET RETRIBUTION

FOR SPECIFIC COURT
DECISIONS THAT

LEGISLATORS
DIDN’T LIKE.

2013 HB 2019 — Court of Appeals, appointment by governor senate confirmations • 2013 HB 2020 — Direct Election of Kansas 
Court of Appeals • 2013 HB 2113 — Relating to judges; authority of supreme court • 2013 HB 2117 — Relating to court fees and 
costs; judiciary technology fund • 2013 HB 2341 — Allowing court reporters licensed in another state to take depositions in Kansas 
• 2013 HB 2389 — Capital murder; notice of intent to seek the death penalty • 2013 HB 2415 — Retirement system for judges; 
reducing retirement age of a judge to age 65 • 2013 HB 2416 — Abolishing the court of appeals; establishing the court of criminal 
appeals and the court of civil appeals; changing appellate court jurisdiction • 2013 HCR 5002 — Merit Selection, Federal Model • 
2013 HCR 5003 — Merit Selection, Rep. Mark Kahrs Model • 2013 HCR 5004 — Merit Selection, KBA 4-5-6 Plan • 2013 HCR 5005 — 
Merit Selection, Rep. John Rubin Model • 2013 SB 218 — Entire amount of docket fees shall be credited to the judicial branch docket 
fee fund, created in this bill, with certain exceptions. Extending the judicial branch surcharge for two years • 2013 SB 8 — Creating 
the Commission on Judicial Qualifications; moved to eliminate merit selection commission • 2013 SCR 1601 — Constitutional 
Amendment to alter the Supreme Court • 2013 SCR 1605 — Merit Selection, KBA 4-5-6 Plan • 2014 HB 2338 - Unconstitutionally 
removed from the Kansas Supreme Court administrative authority over district courts • 2014 HB 2446 — District courts; court 
trustee operations fund. • 2014 HB 2492 — Elections; recall of elected officials. Would have extended susceptibility to recall elections 
to judicial officers, including appointed judges and justices who had not previously been subject to recall. • 2014 HB 2583 — Judicial 
lobbyists prohibited • 2014 HB 2612 — Relating to district and district magistrate judge vacancies • 2014 S Sub for HB 2070 — Time 
limits for decisions by courts • 2014 SB 257 — Appellate rules for death penalty cases and rules for motions attacking sentences 
• 2014 SB 287 — District magistrate judges; jurisdiction; cases on the record; appeals • 2014 SB 288 — Relating to restitution or 
collection of debts owed to the court • 2014 SB 313 — Increasing various docket fees and creating new docket fees • 2014 SB 364 
— Annually, allocating a budget for each judicial district court, chief judge would have the authority to expend funds as necessary • 
2014 SB 365 — District court judges in judicial district elect chief judge and court of appeals judges elect chief judge of the court 
of appeals • 2014 SB 377 — Relating to district and district magistrate judge vacancies • 2015 HB 2005 — Appropriations for the 
judicial branch (with nonseverability clause) • 2015 HB 2073 — Changing the mandatory retirement age for judges and justices • 
2015 HB 2110 — Election of chief judge in each judicial district • 2015 HB 2344 — Retention rates for Kansas Court of Appeals (70%) 
• 2015 HB 2363 — Repealing one judge per county requirement • 2015 HCR 5003 — A PROPOSITION to amend section 3 of article 4 
of the constitution of the state of Kansas, relating to the judiciary and recall elections. • 2015 HCR 5004 — A PROPOSITION for the 
direct partisan election of supreme court justices and court of appeal judges, abolish the supreme court nominating commission • 
2015 HCR 5005 — Constitutional amendment revising article 3, relating to the judiciary; allowing the governor to appoint supreme 
court justices and court of appeals judges, subject to senate confirmation; abolishing the supreme court nominating commission • 
2015 HCR 5006 — Constitutional amendment revising article 3, relating to the judiciary; allowing the governor to appoint supreme 
court justices and court of appeals judges, subject to senate confirmation; lifetime appointment, subject to removal for cause; 
retaining the supreme court nominating commission, membership amended. • 2015 HCR 5009 — Constitutional amendment, 33% 
vote against retention of a supreme court justice would result in open position • 2015 HCR 5012 — Constitutional amendment; 
abolishing the supreme court nominating commission; supreme court justices appointed by gov from nominees submitted by the 
House Judiciary committee • 2015 HCR 5013 — Constitutional amendment; remaking the supreme court nominating commission 
and making the Kansas Court of Appeals a constitutional office • 2015 SB 114 — Birth certificate fees ($22), non-judicial personnel 
• 2015 SB 197 — Applying open meeting requirements to supreme court nominating commission • 2015 SB 229 — Prohibiting 
non Kansas lawyers from advertising in state • 2015 SB 44 —Docket Fees; electronic filing and management fund • 2015 SB 51 — 
Relating to court fees and costs, judicial branch surcharge fund • 2015 SB 59 — Clarifying jurisdiction of magistrate judges; appeals 
• 2016 HB 2449 — Repealing the nonseverability clause • 2016 HB 2652 — Increasing the number of district court judge nominees 
sent to the governor by district judicial nominating commissions • 2016 HB 2687 — Supreme court administrative authority over 
judicial branch • 2016 SB 320 — Repealing the nonseverability clause • 2016 SB 334 — Requiring notice to the AG before any Kansas 
Court determines a law is invalid or unconstitutional • 2016 SB 439 — Grounds for impeachment of judges and justices • 2016 SB 
440 — Supreme court’s authority over the judicial branch • 2016 SB 467 — Prohibiting certain lawyers from advertising in Kansas.
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@KSFairCourts

/KSFairCourts
 P.O. Box 2124 | Topeka, Kansas 66601

www.KansansForFairCourts.org
Working to ensure fair and impartial courts for all Kansans

An initiative of the Kansas Values Institute
Source: kslegislature.org

STAND UP FOR YOUR RIGHTS.
HELP PROTECT THE COURTS.



MYTH FACTvs

In addition to the unprecedented number of attacks on our courts by Gov. Sam Brownback 
and his political allies, outside special interest groups are spending big to spread lies 

about the Kansas Supreme Court and the Kansas Court of Appeals. It’s time to set the 
record straight. We must defend our courts and the constitution.

FALSE. Currently, there are 10 Kansas 
inmates on death row at the El Dorado 

Correctional Facility. Every inmate – without 
exception – who has been convicted of a 

capital murder is in prison and will die there. 
Kansans are safe. The court recently upheld 
death penalty convictions in the KS v. John 

Robinson and KS v. Scott Cheever cases.
 

Despite anti-court opponents’ attempts to 
cherry-pick cases, the fact is that the high 

court is tough on crime and has upheld 
hundreds of criminal convictions.

Source: Kansas Department of Corrections – Capital Punishment Information, www.doc.
ks.gov/newsroom/capital, Kansas Supreme Court, www.kscourts.org 

The Kansas Supreme Court is the most
overturned court in the country.

FALSE. Since Justice Lawton Nuss took 
over as chief of the high court in 2010, 

the court has issued over 1,306 opinions. 
In that time, the US Supreme Court has 

overturned FIVE decisions – less than one-
half of one percent (0.38%). The numbers 

are consistent with other states.

Source: Kansas Supreme Court, www.kscourts.org; SCOTUSblog, www.scotusblog.
com; Supreme Court Review, www.supremecourtreview.com

The Kansas Supreme Court is made up of “activist 
judges.” Kansans have no oversight of the courts.

FALSE. There is no factual evidence to 
support the claim of judicial activism by any 

justice on the high court or judge on the 
Kansas Court of Appeals. 

The non-partisan and non-political Kansas 
Judicial Evaluation Committee conducts a 

peer-to-peer evaluation survey of judges and 
justices standing for retention. The results 
overwhelmingly show that jurists are doing 

their jobs and there are no disqualifying 
issues related to job performance.

To view the survey results, visit: www.KansasJudgeReview.org.

FALSE. The Carr brothers are on death row at the 
El Dorado Correctional Facility where they have 
been since their convictions and where they will 
die. There is no chance that these murderers will 

ever be released to kill again.
 

The Kansas Supreme Court upheld 32 of Reginald 
and 25 of Jonathan Carr’s criminal convictions. The 

guilt of the murderers has never been in doubt.  
 

The process of judicial review in a death penalty 
case is lengthy. Efforts to limit the number of 

appeals and expedite the judicial review process 
have stalled under conservative GOP control of 

the KS Legislature.
 

Source: Kansas Legislature – HB 2389 (2014) & HB 2057 (2015, www.kslegislature.org; KSN 
News (5/2/14), http://bit.ly/2d0Vtbe; Kansas Supreme Court, www.kscourts.org;

SCOTUSblog, www.scotusblog.com 
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The Kansas Supreme Court is “anti-death penalty,” 
“soft on crime” and “refuses to enforce the law.”

The Kansas Supreme Court released mass
murderers Reginald & Jonathan Carr. 


