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Current events across the Middle East, 

the crises in Syria and Iraq and the 

threat of Islamic State (IS) have brought 

ever-greater significance to the Kurdish 

issue, making a working knowledge of it 

a critical point of interest to observers, 

commentators and analysts of the 

region’s present situation.

We organise public forums and bring 

Kurds from all four parts of Kurdistan 

together to widen public knowledge of 

the issues they face and the ongoing 

political, economic and cultural 

developments within and coming from 

these communities. At present Kurdish-

led movements highlight organic drives 

for social democratic values, gender 

equality and pluralism in the Middle East. 

The Centre for Kurdish Progress aims 

to raise awareness of these significant 

efforts.

The London-based Centre for Kurdish 

Progress is an independent, non-

partisan, non-profit organisation 

inaugurated in June 2014 with a focus 

on Kurdistan and Kurdish people both in 

the UK and abroad.

Kurdish communities with around 

250,000 of the UK population and 

around 40 million in the world are 

increasingly becoming a part of the 

global mainstream society. Kurdish 

Progress is about improving the 

foundation of Kurdish people within the 

British society, as well as establishing a 

solid ground of debate to better tangle 

issues of all four parts of Kurdistan 

and their significance to UK and world 

politics. Improving the position of 

Kurdish people in the UK and also 

offering a neutral forum for the Kurdish 

issue is the main aspire for this new 

organisation.

• Improve position of Kurdish People in the UK

• Introduce the Kurdish Question to general society

• Make the debate appeal to the ‘everyday’ person

• Provide a space for debate and maybe find solutions

• Discuss and develop the debate on inner divisions of Kurdistan

• Host forums and panel discussions dealing with topics related to the analysis of the Kurdish question and the wider

Kurdistan region (Bakur/North, Bashur/South, Rojhelat/East, Rojava/West).

• Act as a non-party political and non- governmental institution with the aim of providing expert opinion, advice,

debate and discussion on Kurdistan, Kurdish People and the Kurdish Question

The Centre for Kurdish Progress does 

not receive any funding. We rely on your 

kind donations to be able to carry on our 

work.

Please support us by making a donation. 

No amount is too small and will be 

appreciated greatly. We need your 

support to achieve our goals.

Please visit our website and click 

‘Support Kurdish Progress’

For more information, email us at 

kurdishprogress2014@gmail.com

As a policy forum Kurdish Progress 

organises: speaker series, panel 

discussions and social events, in order 

to progress the position of Kurdish 

people in the UK and to offer a space 

for debating Kurdistan’s position in the 

world. The collaboration with the British 

Parliament, local and international think 

tanks and academic institutions frames 

our core principle of action.

Our mission is very simple: We want 

to establish greater significance to the 

Kurdish question internationally, make 

society aware of the situation in the 

region and Diaspora, which has become 

a historical and intriguing debate. We 

want future Kurdish generations, to 

grow up in a society, where they do not 

neglect their heritage; learn the Kurdish 

language, and admit once and for all.

About

Objectives

Donation

Mission

Would you like to join our team?

The Centre for Kurdish Progress offers 

internships throughout the year for 

people who are interested in gaining 

practical experience in Kurdish politics.

Internships offered are in areas of 

communications, events organisation, 

press relations and fundraising. 

All welcome to apply. Internship 

applications will be considered according 

to the skills of the candidates. All 

candidates must be aged 18 or over and 

eligible to work in the United Kingdom.

Volunteering and Internships
Interns will have the opportunity to work 

in a friendly office based in Waterloo, 

London, develop practical skills and meet 

new people and network with high-level 

public officials and business people. 

Internships are unpaid, lunch provided.

Please send your CV and a brief cover 

letter to kurdishprogress2014@gmail.

com
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I am delighted to present to you, on 

behalf of the staff and volunteers 

of the Centre for Kurdish Progress, 

our first annual report of activities. 

This is a great opportunity for us 

all to celebrate and embrace the 

success and contribution Kurdish 

communities have made to the 

social, cultural and economic life of 

the UK. 

The Centre for Kurdish Progress 

was established in June 2014, with 

the ambition to put the Kurdish 

question at the forefront of political, 

social and economic debate via 

an open public forum. We aim to 

facilitate this through bringing key 

politicians, activists, journalists 

and academics together in order to 

discuss Kurdish issues in a public 

space available for all to listen. Our 

key ambition is to ensure Kurdish 

issues do not merely arise as a result 

of atrocities committed against 

them or violence in which they have 

been suffering from, but instead 

remain a consistent part of the 

internationalist, political discussion 

in the UK. 

Ibrahim Dogus
Founder

As a new organisation, we are 

delighted by the reception we have 

received in the last 18 months. 

We have welcomed many notable 

speakers from a range of professions 

and backgrounds. The packed 

meetings and growing numbers of 

people wanting to attend our events 

is testament to the success of the 

Centre for Kurdish Progress, which 

we hope to continue in the coming 

years. 

We believe the work we do is 

important. As the largest Ethnic 

group without a state, the Kurds 

need a strong voice around the 

world. There are over 250,000 

Kurds living and working in Britain 

and around 40 million around the 

world, highlighting those Kurdish 

communities are increasingly 

becoming a significant part of the 

global mainstream society. 

With a long tradition of support for 

democracy, gender equality, freedom 

of religion and human rights, we 

feel that in a region plagued by 

a lack of these values, it is in the 

interest of, not only the Kurds but 

also the region as a whole and thus 

the international community, to 

support the Kurdish cause.  Centre 

for Kurdish Progress is a non-

political, cross-party organisation 

that hopes to bring together people 

from different political persuasions 

and backgrounds to play a part in 

supporting and debating the Kurdish 

question. 

Given that we are a public forum 

organisation and therefore hold 

meetings free of charge, and given 

that we receive no funding from 

government, university or any 

institution, we rely on the generosity 

of our partners and donors of which 

we are truly grateful.  Of course to 

be sustainable, we need regular 

donations and financial support, so 

I hope you and your organisation 

will consider become a partner and 

support us. For further information 

and on how to make a donation 

please visit www.kurdishprogress.

org . 

Thank you all for your continuous 

support.

@KurdishOrg /Centre For Kurdish Progresskurdishprogress2014@gmail.com

Contact us; +44 (0) 75251 185 288
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“Kurdish Progress have much to 

be proud of. Their work, and that 

of others like them, in looking out 

for the interests of Kurdish people 

has raised the profile of the Kurdish 

story. We can never forget just how 

recently the story was very different. 

Across the world for much of the last 

hundred years, Kurds have been 

a forgotten people. Forty million 

forgotten people. When the maps 

were redrawn, borders left no room 

for the Kurds. They were blotted from 

the map. If maps were the whole 

story, their final chapter would have 

been written.

But we know maps lie. Today, even 

as events in the region get darker, 

Daesh cling on and war rages, the 

future of the Kurds is bright. When 

my family fled Iraq in the 1970s just 

as Saddam Hussein rose to power 

to inflict his brutal totalitarian rule 

on the country, I would have never 

believed that the Kurds could get 

here.

The wars in Syria and Iraq, and 

the breakthrough of the Peoples’ 

Democratic Party in Turkish elections 

have brought the Kurdish issue to 

global prominence and the world is 

backing the Kurds. The Kurds have 

a unique appeal. This is because 

they are unique in the Middle East 

Nadhim Zahawi
Conservative MP
for Stratford-on-Avon

with their social democracy, natural 

commitment to gender equality and 

pluralism. Because of this, people 

are discussing the issue like never 

before. The Kurds have succeeded 

with our goal of creating the space 

for discussion after decades of 

stifling politics.

As the world learns more about the 

region they learn more about an 

issue that history, oppressive borders 

and governments have hidden and 

tried to smother. They see a people 

in Iraq who were abandoned and 

persecuted by the Government, who 

came together to form a working 

democracy and defend their families 

and homes from foreign invaders. 

The Kurds set an example to the rest 

of the Middle East on countering 

Daesh. They see a people in Syria 

who stand up for democracy against 

terrorism and tyrants, in Turkey they 

see a people who have renounced 

terrorism and won seats in elections 

with brave hopes of a peaceful and 

prosperous country.

The examples set have given Kurds 

something to look to and be proud 

of. There is much more progress 

to be made, but now, they feel as if 

anything is possible. I wish the group 

all the best and further success in 

the future.”
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“May I commend the work of the 
Centre for Kurdish Progress in 
recognising the achievements 
of Kurds in the United Kingdom. 
As your 2015 awards ceremony 
showed, Kurds have significantly 
contributed to both British 
and Kurdish communities - as 
successful entrepreneurs, 
students, artists and more. I am 
pleased to see that my colleague, 
Nadhim Zahawi MP is to co-host 

the awards ceremony. I am sad 
to say that I will be unable to 
attend this year’s event due to 
pre-existing diary commitments. 
However, I wish you the very best 
with the evening and I hope it 
provides again to be a success.”

Rt Hon
Justine Greening
Conservative MP for Putney
Secretary of State
for International Development

“I send my warmest wishes to 
everyone attending the 2nd 
Annual Newroz reception.  
I am very proud to represent a 
constituency which has such 
a strong and vibrant Kurdish 
community. Tonight’s award 
ceremony is a real reflection of 
the immense contribution you 
make to our society and way of 
life, both in Enfield and around 
the UK.

As you reflect upon the past 
twelve months and look forward 
to the year ahead, I know many of 
you will be thinking about family, 
friends and loved ones in Turkey, 
Syria and Iraq.

I share your concerns about the 
situation of the Kurdish people 

across the Middle East.

They have displayed incredible 
courage, resilience and 
resourcefulness in the face of 
terrible human rights abuses.

In addition, the Kurdish 
community have shown time and 
again, in Turkey, in Rojava and 
elsewhere, that they believe in 
the values of democracy, human 
rights and equality.
I will continue to support all 
efforts to ensure an enduring 
peace in the region and the 
recognition of the Kurdish 
people’s rights.

I hope you all have a great night 
and a peaceful, prosperous and 
happy Newroz.”

Rt Hon Joan Ryan
Labour MP for Enfield North

“Once again Londoners f all 
backgrounds have an amazing 
opportunity to mark a festival 
that principally resonates with 
those of Kurdish, Turkish, Iranian, 
Middle Eastern and Central Asian 
backgrounds. I know from my 
visit to Erbil this year just what 

a vital time this is for Kurds 
here in London and around 
the world. Newroz symbolises 
renewal, new life and hope, and 
it is apposite that it occurs in a 
month we associate with rebirth 
and transformation. I am sure the 
reception will be a great event.

Boris Johnson
Mayor of London

Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt
Conservative MP 
for South West Surrey
Secretary of State for Health

“The Centre for Kurdish Progress 
has done a great job since their 
inauguration in 2014. I welcome 
the centre’s efforts in raising 
awareness of Kurdish community 
in Britain and highlighting the 
political developments in the 
Kurdish region. Promotion of our 

values of democracy, justice and 
human rights within the context 
of Kurdish cause is a fantastic 
step towards solutions for the 
challenges the Kurdish people 
face. I wish you all the success at 
the Newroz Reception 2016.”

“Turkey and the Middle East 
Region all stand in need of peace. 
Turkey had an imperfect internal 
peace-process.  This should re-
start in a comprehensive way.
 
The Vienna Process is bringing 
the outside powers helpfully 
together as regards Syria. Alas 

there seems to be no progress as 
regards Palestine and Israel. 
 
Please do all you can to end 
violence and build peace.”

Lord Hylton

“With best wishes to Kurdish 
Progress to the Kurds living in 
Britain for a successful event on 
the 15th March.  Further look 
forward to the day when Kurdish 
People will be able to live in 
peace.”

Baroness
Mary Goudie
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“I am proud to support the Centre 
for Kurdish Progress and its work 
supporting Kurdish communities 
internationally and here in the 
UK. The Kurdish community 
make an important economic, 
social and cultural contribution in 
the UK, including my constituency 
of Edmonton.
 
Offering a neutral forum to 
debate and discuss the Kurdish 
question is particularly welcome 
in light of recent developments 
in Turkey and the Middle East, 

the crises in Syria and Iraq, and 
the threat of Daesh. These are 
important discussions for the 
internationally community as a 
whole and are more relevant than 
ever.
 
I wish the Centre for Kurdish 
Progress every success for the 
upcoming year and look forward 
to continue working with them.”

Kate Osamor
Labour MP for Edmonton

“I am delighted to send a letter 
of support and congratulations 
for the Kurdish Progress Launch. 
This event is a landmark 
occasion that recognises the 
talents and contributions of the 
Kurdish community in Britain and 
Europe, and to register our pride 
in the diversity of Britain today. 
I am delighted that this great 

event is dedicated to progress 
on this front. We are stronger 
for the diversity we have and as 
a nation, a true example of how 
we achieve much more together 
when we support and nurture the 
talents in all our communities. My 
congratulations to all involved in 
organising the awards. I wish you 
every success for the event.”

Seema Malhotra
Labour MP for
Feltham and Heston

“I very much welcome the 
opportunity that our hosts are 
providing us with to celebrate 
the contribution of the Kurdish 
community to life in our country. 
Kurdish people are hard-working 

and highly dedicated. It is right 
that we have an opportunity to 
celebrate their many and various 
achievements. I send my very 
best wishes for a successful 
evening.”

Sir David Amess
Conservative MP
for Southend West

“I would like to wish all members 
of the Kurdish community across 
the UK a very Happy Newroz! 
I am proud to stand with the 
Kurdish community in my own 
constituency of Hornsey and 
Wood Green in their pursuit of 
democracy and justice. The past 

year has been a very difficult 
year for Kurds around the world, 
perhaps most significantly in 
Syria where a sadly brutal civil 
wages continues to wage. I 
sincerely hope this year brings 
progress; brings hope and most 
importantly brings peace.”

Catherine West
Labour MP for
Hornsey and Woodgreen

“The Centre for Kurdish Progress 
continues to do fantastic work for 
the Kurdish community and I am 
delighted to support their Newroz 
celebrations in Parliament. 
The Centre has made brilliant 
progress in increasing awareness 
of the Kurdish region and creating 
a platform for Kurds in Britain. 
The Most Successful Kurds in 

Britain Awards highlights the 
enormous contribution that the 
Kurdish community continue to 
make across the UK, including in 
my constituency of Bermondsey 
& Old Southwark. I would like 
to thank the Centre for Kurdish 
Progress for their continued work 
and wish everybody involved a 
successful year ahead.”

Neil Coyle
Labour MP for Bermondsey 
and Old Southwark

“New Year events allow us a 
moment to reflect on the past 
and to approach the future 
with optimism and goodwill.  
Newroz is a great moment in 
the Kurdish calendar, as it is for 
many people in the surrounding 
region.  I am therefore delighted 
to be celebrating it with many 
Kurdish friends.  Business 

and educational partnerships 
between the United Kingdom 
and Kurdistan was the subject of 
the IBBC’s latest conference in 
London.  It served to remind the 
many participants of our enduring 
friendship and of the creative 
spirit which is so much part of the 
Kurdish tradition.”

Baroness Nicholson 
of Winterbourne
Executive Chairman of Iraq 
Britain Business Council
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Nick Thomas-Symonds
Labour MP for Torfaen
Shadow Work and Pensions 
Minister

“I send my very best wishes 
for Newroz, Kurdish New Year 
Reception 2016 and the Second 
Most Successful Kurds in Britain 
Awards. Kurds in Britain have 

made a remarkable contribution, 
enriching our society and it will 
be a great privilege to be in 
attendance.”

“Congratulations to The Centre 
for Kurdish Progress on another 
strong year of ensuring that the 
challenges and questions of 
Kurdish people are established 
and understood within UK 
politics. I hope the organisation 

continues to go from strength 
to strength, especially at a time 
when Kurdish communities 
around the world face such 
significant challenges. I wish the 
Kurdish community a happy and 
peaceful Newroz.”

John Spellar
Labour MP for Warley

“The Centre for Kurdish Progress 
does a fantastic job increasing 
awareness of the Kurdish 
Region and supporting our very 
important Kurdish community 
here in the United Kingdom. I 
wish everyone all the best for 
Newroz and offer my sincere 
congratulations to the winners 
in the Most Successful Kurds in 

Britain Awards. These awards 
highlight the significant impact 
the Kurdish community makes 
in the United Kingdom from 
business, to arts, to education 
and politics.”

Stephen Hammond
Conservative MP for
Wimbledon

“Newroz Tan Piroz Bet!  Happy 
Kurdish New Year to everyone 
celebrating this evening in 
Parliament.
 
Congratulations to all those who 
have been nominated for awards. 
Kurdish success in the world of 
business, arts, education and 
entrepreneurship are celebrated 
this evening and all Kurdish 
people living in Britain can be 

proud of these achievements 
across so many walks of life.
 
Thank you to the Centre for 
Kurdish Progress for organising 
today’s and for its work to behalf 
of Kurdish people in the UK.”

Alok Sharma
Conservative MP for 
Reading West

 I am delighted to be able to 
support the work of The Centre 
for Kurdish Progress who have 
achieved so much to raise 
awareness and support Kurdish 
communities both here in the UK 
and internationally.  The Kurdish 
Community have brought great 
culture, colour and diversity 
to Scotland and the U.K. and 
we celebrate their part in our 
communities and in tying binds of 
friendship. 

In providing a real forum for 
education and raising awareness 
of what is happening in the 
Middle East, the Centre For 
Kurdish Progress offers the 
opportunity to delve below 

the headlines to see what is 
really happening in Kurdish 
Communities across the Middle 
East.

I support them in trying to bring 
recognition to the desire for 
peace, promotion of democracy, 
the desire for human and gender 
equality, to use own language, 
raise  voices and to celebrate a 
wonderful culture. 

I wish the Centre of Kurdish a 
wonderful celebration of Newroz 
and looking back at the awards 
ceremony over the last year, and 
I look forward to working along 
side the Kurdish community in 
solidarity in the year to come. 

Natalie McGarry
Independent MP for
Glasgow East

“I wish the Centre for Kurdish 
Progress all the success at the 
Newroz Reception 2016, for the 
Most Successful Kurds in Britain 
Awards.

The Kurdish community made 
huge contribution to life in Britain 
and I am delighted that this 
award will underline that.”

Andrew Mitchell
Conservative MP
for Sutton Coldfield

M
es

sa
ge

s 
&

 E
nd

or
se

m
en

ts



8Centre for Kurdish Progress

“I’d like to wish everyone a Happy
Newroz. As the old year ends 
and a new one begins, I’d like to 
pay tribute to how much Kurdish 
communities contribute to British 
society, as well as express my 
hope that the year ahead is 
marked by peace and an end to 
the suffering so many endure 
today. I’d also like recognise 
and applaud the work and 
achievements of the Centre for
Kurdish Progress.”

Caroline Lucas
Green MP for Brighton

“I wish to extend my 
congratulations to all winners 
and nominees of the Most
Successful Kurds in Britain
Awards.

I am delighted that the event 
highlights some of the brilliant 
work undertaken by the
Kurdish Community in Britain 
and I wish you the very best of 
luck for a successful evening of 
celebrations.”

Jamie Reed
Labour MP for Copeland

“It gives me great pleasure to 
wish the Kurdish community in 
the UK a Happy New Year.  From 
politics to business, arts to civil 
society, the Kurdish community 
makes an outstanding 
contribution to our diverse 

society and it is fantastic that 
some of those contributions will 
be recognised in the awards 
ceremony this evening.  I hope 
you have a lovely evening and I 
wish you every success for the 
year ahead.”

Luciana Berger
Labour MP for
Liverpool Wavertree

“I am proud to serve Brentford 
& Isleworth constituency, 
which is part of the vibrant and 
diverse community that we 
have in Hounslow borough.  I 
congratulate the Centre for 

Kurdish Progress on all the 
work you do supporting the 
Kurdish Community here 
and congratulate all those 
participating in tonight’s 
celebration.”

Ruth Cadbury
Labour MP
for Brentford and Isleworth

“On this special evening, I would 
like to wish everyone a very 
happy Newroz. Hackney’s large 
Kurdish community contribute 
much to the cultural wealth of the 
borough, and I am delighted that 
a number of Hackney residents 

have been nominated for awards 
this evening.

 I wish all the nominees in 
tonight’s awards the best of luck, 
and hope that all who attend 
enjoy the evening.”

Jules Pipe
Mayor of Hackney

“The scope and scale of popular 
sympathy with Kurds has 
blossomed in the last decade. 
The all party parliamentary group 
has sent several dozen MPs, 
Peers and activists on fact finding 
missions in that time and this 
has done much to boost links 
with and better understanding of 
the Kurdistan Region. Once the 
evil monstrosity of Daesh is gone 
and various crises have been 
overcome such progress can 
resume on a bigger scale. In the 
meantime, Kurds fighting Daesh 
are the frontline for civilisation as 

a whole and deserve our support. 
Peshmerga may no longer need 
any translation but warm words 
of solidarity need translation into 
practical and urgent measures. 
Expertise and experience in 
Britain and globally can be better 
mobilised to support necessary 
political and economic reform. 
The tolerance, hospitality and 
natural beauty of the Kurdistan 
Region can then attract more 
visitors and investors as well as 
make a major contribution to 
reform in the Middle East.”

Gary Kent
Director APPG
Kurdistan Region in Iraq

Alison Thewlis
MP for Glasgow Central

“I am delighted to be taking part in 
this event. Scotland is a nation that 
values diversity and recognises a 
multi-cultural society as one that is 
vibrant, successful and energetic. 

The Kurdish community make a 
fantastic contribution to Scottish 
society and I look forward to joining 
them in celebrating the Kurdish 
New Year.”
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The work the Centre for Kurdish 
Progress does in providing a 
public space for discussions on 
the political, economic and social 
developments Kurds face both in 
Kurdistan and in the Diaspora is vital 
in improving European and Kurdish 
relations.

Highlighting the contributions the 
Kurdish communities bring to Europe 
is good for politics, good for social 

I want to express my admiration 
of the Centre for Kurdish Progress 
and the work they do to promote 
Kurdish issues and culture. It is 
important that people understand 
the contribution Kurdish people 
make to the UK economy, just as 
it is it important for Kurds to know 
they have a group in Europe that is 
behind them. The Centre for Kurdish 
Progress gives the opportunity, 
not only for Kurdish issues to be 

Kemal Has
Board Member of AKEE Europe

Suleyman Gagin
Chair of UK AKEE Europe

cohesion and great for business. I 
welcome the efforts of the Centre 
for Kurdish Progress in ensuring 
politicians, investors, businesses 
and the general public have a greater 
understanding of this contribution, 
which can only add to its success.

I offer my best wishes to the Centre 
for Kurdish Progress and look 
forward to the work they do in the 
coming years.

raised, but for Kurdish employers 
to network, establish stronger 
relationships and in turn, provide 
an even greater contribution to the 
economic, cultural and social life in 
the UK. 
  
I look forward to working with the 
Centre for Kurdish Progress in 
the future and hope their current 
success continues to grow.
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platform for entrepreneurs to get to know 

each other and to expand their network. 

AKEE will prepare and carry out trade 

missions. They will furthermore network 

with other Kurdish business associations 

and forge collaborations in other parts of 

the world.

AKEE organised a business meeting 

where Kurdish business people 

discussed business opportunities in the 

UK and in Kurdistan. Representatives 

from various industries came together 

for discussions over joint business 

ventures in a North London venue.

AKEE is an alliance of Kurdish 

companies based in Europe. Kurdish 

companies are the positive fruits of more 

than 50-year history of immigration in 

Europe. 

AKEE represents Kurdish business 

people  in Europe. As a lobby 

organisation AKEE wants to be the 

contact organisation towards politics and 

society, when it comes to the interests of 

the Kurdish entrepreneurs. 

AKEE has no political objectives and is 

politically neutral. AKEE conducts series 

of events on current economic issues, 

where they bring together Kurdish 

entrepreneurs in order to create a 

ASSOCIATION OF KURDISH 
EMPLOYERS IN EUROPE (AKEE) 
NETWORKING MEETING

10 Centre for Kurdish Progress
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In this reception, Mr Baydemir spoke on 

the Kurdish movement and peace talks 

in Turkey. He pledged support of Kurdish 

people, especially Kurdish business 

people, for Kurdish people Turkey and 

elsewhere. 

Association of Kurdish Employers In 

Europe (AKEE) organised a reception 

with guest speakers prominent Kurdish 

politician and lawyer Mr Osman 

Baydemir and Lord Bilimoria in March 

2015.

ASSOCIATION OF 
KURDISH EMPLOYERS 
IN EUROPE (AKEE)
RECEPTION WITH
MR OSMAN BAYDEMIR

Lord Bilimoria praised the important 

work done by the ethnic minorities 

in Britain and how these minorities 

embrace British values and integrate in 

the society via their entrepreneurships. 
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For	more	informa+on	visit	
www.kurdishhouselondon.com

You	are	invited	to	a	series	of	expert	lectures	and	refreshments	to	celebrate	the	launch	of	
Kurdish	House	London:	
	
	 ✱	Are	you	an	Entrepreneur?	And	then	what?	5:30	pm	
	 ✱	Developing	your	Business	Strategy	6:00	pm	
	 ✱	Developing	a	Property	Business	6:30	pm	
	
Friday	March	18th,	5pm-7.30pm	
	
New	Zealand	House	(1st	floor,	Impact	Hub	Westminster),	80	Haymarket,	London	SW1Y	4TE	
(Trafalgar	Square	exit	from	Charing	Cross	tube	or	Exit	3	from	Piccadilly	Circus	tube	sta+on)	
	
Please	note	that,	due	to	security	in	New	Zealand	House,	registra+on	must	be	at	least	24	hrs	in	advance	
through	Eventbright:	h^p://www.eventbrite.com/e/kurdish-house-london-launch-+ckets-21357904066.

Are you a Kurdish entrepreneur looking to run 
a business from a central London address?

KURDISH HOUSE LONDON
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is the best in London. Unlimited free teas and 
coffee are available; on weekdays, modestly 
priced hot lunches are served; and there are 
of course plenty of nearby eating facilities. The 
workspace is open Monday to Thursday 8am 
- 11pm, Friday 8am - 9pm and 11am - 5pm at 
the weekend. 

And collaboration just happens. KHL members 
pursue their own business ideas e.g. training, 
climate change mitigation, import/export 
and art curation, but they can also do a lot to 
stimulate, support and encourage the work of 
others. This can further increase the success 
rate of turning members’ ideas into actions 
and growth. It’s a win-win situation.

There is also the collaborative potential that 
comes through shared values and interest in 
Kurdish regions and business opportunities. 

Ongoing support with business planning, 
perfecting business English, connections to 
relevant contacts for starting your business 
and focussed, collaborative meetings are 
freely provided at the KHL mini-hub. There 

So you (or someone you know) has a great 
business idea, but not much idea how to get 
it off the ground. Or your fledgling company 
is showing real potential but you need to get 
out of your kitchen. Or you’re having a hard 
time working in isolation and would just love 
to connect with like-minded individuals. A new 
start-up for start-ups in London may be what 
you’re looking for.

Kurdish House London (KHL) is a collaborative 
community and work space  set up to 
encourage the growth and impact of 
Kurdish businesses and charities. Kurdish 
entrepreneurs work alongside dozens of new 
companies with supporting services, all based 
at Impact Hub Westminster You’ll find it right 
in the heart of the city, in New Zealand House, 
just off Trafalgar Square.
http://journeytoimpact.co.uk/. 

The driving force behind the venture is Belinda 
Perriman, a business consultant with years 
of international experience working in the 
energy sector and a very down-to-earth desire 
to help Kurdish entrepreneurs—men and 
women—make a success of their businesses. 
She describes KHL as a house without walls, 
reflecting both the open and hospitable nature 
of Kurdish people and the dynamic diversity 
of London. 

As soon as you enter the work space, the 
buzz is infectious. You have access to a 
friendly community with skills, experience 
and knowledge, both among the members 
of Kurdish House London and in the wider 
entrepreneurial community of the Hub. 

Sign up for KHL and you get a centrally located 
(actual and postal) business address and 
a bright and secure space in which to work 
and to have meetings with customers and 
interested parties. There is well qualified 
administrative support, colour and B&W 
printing facilities, and at 1Gbps, the internet 

KURDISH HOUSE LONDON

is a constant stream of training available 
onsite to help with personal and business 
development. Networking events are 
organised several times a week to connect 
with other entrepreneurs. Membership also 
gives access to other Impact Hubs globally, 
including Dubai and Istanbul. 

Want to find out more for yourself, or to 
sponsor someone who has recently arrived 
from the Kurdish region and needs help to 
start over again in business?

Email contact@kurdishhouselondon.com 
or sign up via kurdishhouselondon.com for 
a free tour any Wednesday or Friday. Bring 
your laptop along when you come on the tour, 
come and drink tea and work with us with us 
at the KHL area all afternoon to experience 
the space for yourself and see whether 
membership makes sense for you.

Or sign up for a free day pass and come any 
day: http://westminster.impacthub.net/day-
pass/

A Start-up for Kurdish Start-ups

 “Since first travelling in eastern Turkey in 
2009, and subsequently travelling along the 
Syrian border, and in the Kurdish regions 
of Iran and Iraq, I feel connected to the 
Kurdish story. I am shocked by the broken 
promises of almost a hundred years ago and 
the continued injustices that face Kurdish 
people. And now we have new people 
arriving from the region, some of whom have 
lots of business experience, but who have 
lost everything fleeing conflict.

Whilst not a lawyer or a politician, I would like 
to offer skills that I have developed working 
with Shell in Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East in supporting Kurdish people to reach  

their full potential. Having been one of the 
few female leaders of major oil & gas deals 
and projects, I am especially interested in 
supporting women to develop businesses in 
every sector. My commercial experiences are 
in new business development, start-ups and 
acquisitions, deal structuring and lending. 

But Kurdish House London was set up to 
create a community of entrepreneurs, who 
can support and learn from each other, 
even combining and growing businesses 
connected to Kurdish regions. So we are 
building a self-sustaining community, one 
that I am excited to have just started and to 
remain part of as it grows.”

Belinda Perriman
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18 March 2015 

The London based Centre for Kurdish 

Progress organised a Newroz Celebration 

in Portcullis House. Stephen Twigg MP 

for Liverpool West Derby and Sadiq Khan 

MP for Tooting kindly hosted the event in 

the Attlee Suite.

The organisation that was launched in 

June 2014 welcomed over 200 people 

to celebrate the Kurdish New Year. 

Several parliamentarians including Eric 

Olleranshaw MP, Nadhim Zahawi MP, 

Keith Vaz MP, Mike Gapes MP, Jeremy 

Corbyn MP, Lord Hylton and Baroness 

Hussein-Ece, London Councilors, 

representatives of communities and 

academics attended the celebration.

Former Iraqi Minister of Water Resources 

and Chief Adviser to the President of Iraq, 

Mr Abdul Latif Rashid, Bahra Sargalu of 

Kurdistan’s Gorran Movement, Khasro 

Ajgayi on behalf of Kurdish Regional 

Government, Kemal Amedi of Kurdistan 

Democratic Party, Dr Alan Semo and Mr 

Ata Mufty were among the presenters of 

the awards. 

As part of the Newroz Celebration, 

in order to embellish UK’s Kurdish 

community’s achievements, the Most 

Successful Kurds in Britain Awards were 

held. From business to arts, politics 

to education ten Kurdish people were 

awarded.

Ann Clwyd MP, Nadhim Zahawi MP, 

Estella Schmid and Gary Kent were 

granted Centre for Kurdish Progress 

Special Award for their extraordinary 

contribution to Kurdish Cause.

‘NEWROZ RECEPTION 2015 - MOST 
SUCCESSFUL KURDS IN BRITAIN AWARDS’

14 Centre for Kurdish Progress
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Most Successful Businessman
Savas & Bayram Yuksel

Most Successful Businesswoman
Isil Guler

Most Successful Role Model
Shayan Muftuzadeh

Social Responsibility
Karam Kurda

Art Award Female
Tara Jaff

Art Award Male
Jasim Ghafur

Press & Publication Award
Alaettin Sinayic

Most Successful Student Society Award
SOAS Kurdish Society

Most Successful Student
Shaswar Baban

Most Successful Young Entrepreneur
Sahin Anush

Most Successful Politician Award
Nadhim Zahawi MP

Extraordinary Contribution
to Kurdish Cause

Ann Clwyd MP

Extraordinary Contribution
to Kurdish Cause

Estella Schmid

Extraordinary Contribution
to Kurdish Cause 

Gary Kent

Extraordinary Contribution
to Kurdish Cause
Suleyman Cagin

2015
Most Successful
Kurds in Britain

Awards Full List of 
Winners

15Centre for Kurdish Progress
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Please support and be part of our community! 
Volunteer with us or take part in our internship programme! 
Consider making a donation!
No amount is too small and any contribution will be appreciated.
email or call us on info@ceftus.or or 02071834272 

The Centre for Turkey Studies (CEFTUS)
is an independent and non partisan organisation inaugurated in April 2011.

CEFTUS is a civil society organisation and we would 
like to do more of what we have done so far; organise 
debates and community gatherings with keynote 
speakers from Turkey and the UK, nevertheless, we 
would like to organise them better and we do need 
your support to carry on our work.

CEFTUS received cross-party support 
as several MPs and Lords and 
Baronesses have kindly hosted and 
participated in our debates in British 
Parliament.

CEFTUS welcomed MPs and members of all 
major parties in Turkey including the Justice and 
Development Party (AKP), Republican People’s Party 
(CHP) and Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), over the 
last years.

Our audience has been a mixture of communities with 
different backgrounds. We brought keynote speakers 
of politicians, academics, journalists and business 
people from Turkey, Britain and beyond together with 
their counterparts.

Thanks to our non-partisan and 
objective approach, people from 
diverse political views have come 
together to meet and discuss issues.

CEFTUS believes that only establishing dialogue 
between individuals, ethnic and religious groups, 
political ideologies and countries would bring 
ideas together to seek solutions for domestic and 
international problems.

Follow CEFTUS on Twitter/CeftusOrg Like CEFTUS on Facebook/CentreforTurkeyStudies
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TURKEY
Almost all Kurdish regions experienced 

significant, dramatic developments in 

the last 15 months but perhaps the 

most crucial ones took place in Turkey. 

2015 started off with lots of optimism for 

Turkey’s Kurds. The ceasefire between 

the Turkish army and the PKK was about 

to enter its third year; the Kurdish-led 

People’s Democracy Party’s (HDP) 

popularity was on the rise, including 

outside of the Kurdish areas; and senior 

government officials and HDP officials 

came together for the most important 

announcement about the peace process 

to read a statement by Ocalan in front of 

TV cameras in February.  

However, by the end of the year, none 

of this optimism left. Initial euphoria 

caused by the HDP’s winning 13 percent 

of the national vote in June didn’t 

produce the much-anticipated result 

of Kurds becoming more accepted as 

a legitimate political player throughout 

Turkey. Instead, the weeks and months 

following the election witnessed HDP 

becoming less and less relevant for 

the political developments. Large pro-

government electoral base grew more 

and more hostile to the HDP as a result 

of the increased tension between the 

government and HDP leaders. HDP’s 

election success denied the ruling AK 

Party a parliamentary majority for the first 

time in 2002. Months of failed coalition 

government formation negotiations led 

to snap elections in November which 

saw the HDP votes going down and the 

AK Party votes to increase significantly 

to 49 percent. More worrying was that 

this government was elected also on 

the mandate of crushing the Kurdish 

movement led by the Kurdistan Workers 

Party (PKK) with which HDP shares most 

of its Kurdish support base. 

A month and a half after the first election 

of 2015, an ISIS-affiliated suicide 

bomber attacked a crowd of pro-Kurdish 

left wing Turkish activists in the Turkish-

Syrian border town of Suruc and killed 

32 young people. The PKK, as well as 

the HDP, accused the government of 

complicity in the attack. There has long 

been a perception among Kurds of 

Turkey supporting ISIS against the Kurds. 

Two days later PKK-linked fighters killed 

two Turkish police officers whom they 

accuse of collaborating with ISIS. The 

political background was such that this 

relatively minor attack was enough to 

end the ceasefire which held over two 

years. Within 48 hours, Turkish fighter 

jets launched air raids against the PKK 

positions in the mountains of Iraqi 

Despite being the world’s largest 

nation without a state, the Kurds, in 

the course of the last couple of years, 

have managed to carve out a space in 

the world map in the minds of the news 

watching crowds across the globe, more 

so than many nation states. 

 

This article attempts to summarise the 

important developments since 2015 in 

the geography inhabited by the Kurds 

that spans the borders of Turkey, Iran, 

Iraq and Syria. These last couple of years 

could be described as one of the most 

crucial periods in the modern history of 

the Kurds.

 

This year marks the hundredth 

anniversary since British and French 

diplomats Mark Sykes and Francois 

Georges-Picot sat down to redraw the 

borders in Mesopotamia, bringing to life 

countries such as Syria and Iraq, and 

pushing Kurds among into a blind spot 

of international relations, international 

media and academic scholarship. 

Long before the Sykes-Picot, Kurdish 

geography was already divided between 

Ottoman and Persian Empires. 

In all these countries and to varying 

degrees, the Kurds faced deep-rooted 

discrimination with their regions 

neglected economically, and their social, 

political and cultural rights have been 

repressed throughout the 20th century.

 The borders that were drawn by a ruler 

in 1916 were bulldozed on the ground 

almost a hundred years later by a force 

calling itself the Islamic State.

 

The rise of the Islamic State was also 

accompanied by the rise of the Kurds 

who are the arch enemy of ISIS. Kurds in 

Iraqi Kurdistan managed to form a firm 

line stopping the spread of ISIS early on. 

But it was the Syrian Kurds who became 

the group that captured more areas from 

ISIS than any other force in Syria and 

Iraq.

KURDS IN THE LAST YEAR

Photo credit thetower.org
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Turkish security in civilian areas. Two 

serious attacks by a PKK splinter group 

called Kurdistan Freedom Falcon’s (TAK) 

on Istanbul’s Sabiha Gokcen Airport and 

against military officers in a high-security 

area of the capital Ankara indicate the 

real possibility of the spillover of the 

fighting in major Turkish cities. 

SYRIA
In Rojava, during early 2015, Kurds 

were still fighting against ISIS near 

Kobani, the Syrian-Turkish border town 

which remained under siege by ISIS for 

months. The following months would not 

only have witnessed to see a success in 

pushing back ISIS around Kobani, but a 

major strategic blow to the group in the 

form of capturing of Tal Abyad, another 

border town to the east of Kobani, and 

therefore joining two Kurdish-controlled 

areas and increasing their control 

between Euphrates and the Iraqi border. 

The military successes of the mainly 

Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) 

and Women’s Protection Units (YPJ) 

were down to the fact that they have a 

strong ideological and political bond, and 

the units were led by battle-hardened 

Kurdish commanders who fought in the 

Kurdish regions of Turkey and Iraq. But 

the US airstrikes closely coordinated 

with the Kurdish forces on the ground 

provided a substantial advantage in the 

battlefield. 

The Kurdish fighting against jihadist 

groups in Syria has started as a lone 

work in 2012. It was only in 2014 during 

the siege of Kobani that the US fighter 

jets began coordinating their efforts with 

the Kurdish YPG and YPJ on the ground. 

Entering into an alliance with the US has 

been the biggest chance for the Syrian 

Kurds in recent history. This alliance 

helped to keep Turkey under control 

with regard to its policies towards the 

Kurdish region of Syria and significantly 

weakened the hand of Iran and Syria in 

their dealings with the Syrian Kurds. 

Another such important development 

was the establishment of the alliance of 

Kurdish, Arab, Assyrian, Armenian and 

Turkmen militias in October 2015. This 

alliance was built on the success of the 

alliance between YPG and Euphrates 

Volcano, an FSA group that joined the 

defence of Kobani. 

The relations with Turkey was also not 

troublesome until the collapse of the 

peace process in Turkey. In February, 

Turkish army forces entered Syria 

through Kurdish-controlled Kobani in 

coordination with the YPG to evacuate 

the sarcophagus of Sulaiman Shah, 

grandfather of the founder of Ottoman 

Empire. This also represented the peak 

of the Turkish-PKK peace process. 

However, almost a year after on 13th 

of February 2016, Turkish forces began 

shelling Kurdish-held areas across the 

border in Syria.

However, the outlook is still positive for 

the Kurds of Syria by February 2016. 

Capturing of the town of Al Hawl in 

November 2015 and capturing of the 

strategic city of Shaddadi in February 

2016 were both huge blows to ISIS and 

great strategic victories for the Kurdish 

forces in Syria. 

Apart from the military victories, Kurdish-

led administrations also held elections 

during March 2015 as well. 

Russian entrance into the war theatre 

in Syria may not necessarily be an 

all round good news for Kurds, but it 

certainly helped to prevent Turkey from 

intervening in Rojava due to its concerns 

about a Kurdish overreach. 

Kurdistan. The PKK, then started carrying 

out a series of attacks on Turkish army 

convoys and military outposts across the 

Kurdish region of Turkey. The number 

of casualties on both sides is highly 

contested, but both sides lost hundreds 

of fighters in clashes since July 2015. 

This was initially more of the same with 

regards to the Kurdish conflict in Turkey, 

the main difference being that both the 

Turkish army and the PKK used more 

firepower than in the 1990s. However, 

the resumption of the conflict gave rise 

to a radically new development. The PKK-

linked youth groups actively took armed 

action to prevent Turkish police and 

military from carrying out operations to 

detain Kurdish activists in over a dozen 

neighbourhoods in several Kurdish-

majority cities.

These local uprisings that have started 

mainly in August 2015 are continuing 

to this day. They resulted in government 

implementing round the clock curfews 

in civilian areas where armed youth fight 

against the security forces. Hundreds of 

civilians alongside armed combatants, 

police and military officers died in 

unprecedented urban fighting in the 

Kurdish region of Turkey. 

Despite the belligerent rhetoric on both 

sides, there is still an opportunity for 

going back to the negotiating table in 

a bid to find a political solution to the 

Kurdish question. But that window 

of opportunity is fast closing with the 

increase in the level of violence by the 

Photo credit npr.rg
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when a protest, initially started over the 

tension for the overdue payments of KRG 

civil servants, turned violent as some 

protesters attacked and torched several 

offices of KDP in Sulaymaniyah province.

The violence was attributed to the 

polarisation of Kurdish politics in Iraqi 

Kurdistan. 

 

IRAN
As Kurds in Turkey, Syria and Iraq 

have been experiencing important 

transformation, Iranian Kurdistan 

remained relatively uneventful. However, 

many Iranian Kurds, took part in fighting 

against ISIS in Rojava. 

One of the most important developments 

in Iranian Kurdistan triggered with the 

death of Farinaz Khosrawani, a 25-year-

old Kurdish woman who fell from the 

fourth floor of a hotel allegedly trying to 

escape a sexual assault by an Iranian 

military officer in May 2015. This set off 

a wave of protests across the Kurdish 

cities of Mahabad, Bukan, Mariwan, 

Saqez and Sanandaj.

The deterioration of the situation in 

Turkey and the urgency of the fight 

against ISIS prevented the PKK-linked 

Kurds to pursue a more aggressive 

agenda with regards to Iran. The tension 

between the PKK and its affiliate Party 

of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK) was put 

to ice when Turkey started bombing PKK 

positions in Iraqi Kurdistan. Despite the 

hostilities between PJAK and Iran led 

PJAK to carry out two attacks against 

Iranian soldiers in May and August 2015. 

 

Although important developments 

were summarised separately for each 

country in this paper, none of these 

developments take place without 

influencing the developments in other 

parts of geographical Kurdistan. On 

the contrary, the collapse of the peace 

process in Turkey had a very detrimental 

effect on the struggle of Syrian Kurds 

and had a negative effect on the ongoing 

polarization of Iraqi Kurdish politics. 

Likewise, the urgency needed in 

combating ISIS in Syria and Iraq, the 

resumption of the conflict in Turkey 

and the so-called Presidential crisis in 

Iraqi Kurdistan prevented Kurds from 

campaigning for the rights of Iranian 

Kurds. However, any important gain 

made by Kurds in one of these countries 

also has a significant positive effects on 

the issues of Kurds elsewhere.

IRAQ
In Iraqi Kurdistan, 2015 saw that the 

main political parties and the Peshmerga 

overcame the initial shock experienced 

in the face of ISIS attacks started in 

August 2014. Peshmerga then took 

back several towns from ISIS including 

Jalawla in late 2014 and held their 

ground against ISIS throughout the 

Kurdish border from South West Kirkuk 

to areas bordering Mosul in the north. 

One of the most spectacular gains the 

Peshmerga made with the support of the 

PKK forces was the liberation of Sinjar in 

November 2015. ISIS seized the town in 

2014, killing and enslaving thousands of 

Kurdish Yazidis.

However, the triumphs of the Peshmerga 

and the grief that came with loosing so 

many Kurdish fighters weren’t enough to 

unite the Kurdish political parties in Iraqi 

Kurdistan. 

The main Kurdish parties, Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP), Patriotic Union 

of Kurdistan (PUK) and the Gorran 

(Change) Movement among others, 

have been embroiled in a so-called 

presidential crisis since the end of 

the term of current President Masoud 

Barzani in August 2015. 

The legal limbo, during which President 

Barzani remains in power, furthers the 

division among Kurdish parties, pushing 

them among other things, to turn to 

external patrons such as Turkey and Iran 

to bolster their position inside Kurdistan. 

One of the more dangerous 

developments took place in October, 

Photo credit sbs.co.au
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crisis not only forced people to leave, but 

hindered people from returning. Mr Sadiq 

then turned to the multifaceted nature 

of the internal crisis in Kurdistan; the 

economic, social, and political factors 

which have contributed are interrelated, 

he said. Mr Sadiq emphasised the role 

of the economic crisis, in which there is 

a lack of infrastructure. There has been 

a policy focus on oil as the main source 

of income and sectors such as trade and 

agriculture have been neglected. This is 

related, he stressed to poor governance, 

and political corruption which has seen 

elites protecting their own economic 

interests through their power and 

political positions.

Mr Sadiq heavily stressed the role of the 

law and political reform when speaking 

of solutions to the internal crisis. Money 

given by the Iraqi government could have 

been spent in a way that benefited the 

people, he said, and there is a need for 

advancing the rule of law, introducing the 

right laws, and reducing the monopoly 

of control over the market. Kurdistan 

needs, Mr Sadiq stated, a parliament 

that represents the real interests of the 

people, a parliament that is the heart 

of democracy, coupled with legitimate 

institutions. Relating to the wider crisis in 

the Middle East, Mr Sadiq expressed that 

he sees that the international community 

have realised that you cannot build 

peace through security.

Additionally he thanked the resistance 

of the Kurdish people from every part of 

the country, and their contribution to the 

positive reputation of the Kurdish people: 

the Peshmerga, the women of the YPJ, 

and the families of the martyrs. Peace 

was a recurrent theme in Mr Sadiq’s 

speech, as he stressed that we can have 

a balanced relationship with everyone, 

through recognition of the role of 

others, positive dialogue, and legitimate 

institutions, if we want to see ‘a better 

day for our children, a new day for them’.

22 February 2016
House of Commons

Hosted by Mr Jonathon Reynolds, Labour 
MP for Stalybridge and Hyde

Keynote speaker: Mr Yousif Mohammed 
Sadiq, speaker of the Kurdistan 
Parliament (Kurdistan Regional 
Government) 

Opening speech: Mr John Woodcock MP 
for Barrow and Furness

Chair: Natalie McGarry, Independent MP 
for Glasgow East

This public forum addressed the 

‘Struggle for Democracy and the Fight 

Against Daesh (ISIS) in the Middle 

East’, highlighting both the internal and 

external crises in Kurdistan, and possible 

ways these crises could be addressed.

Mr Woodcock spoke of his recent visit 

to Kurdistan, where he visited the front 

line in the fight against Daesh. He 

subsequently gave his thanks to the 

Kurds, who are ‘fighting on all our behalf 

against the evil of Daesh’, and expressed 

that the bond to be reaffirmed between 

the Kurdish people and British people 

has been strengthened by the ways in 

which many Kurdish people have been 

welcomed into the UK.

Mr Yousif Mohammed Sadiq opened 

by noting his desire to provide an 

insight into what is happening on the 

ground in Kurdistan. His talk would be 

threefold; focusing on the role of the 

Kurdish community outside Kurdistan, 

the internal crisis in Kurdistan, and 

finally the crisis in the Middle East. 

Mr Sadiq related to potential of the 

Kurdish diaspora, as a resource for 

the community, to build a bridge 

between inside and outside Kurdistan. 

Commending the support of the Kurdish 

diaspora, he expressed hope that people 

would return, yet noted that the current 

‘Struggle for Democracy and the Fight Against 
Daesh (ISIS) in the Middle East’
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are discriminated on an everyday basis 

as well as deprived of basic political 

rights. There is not one Kurdish governor 

in any of the Kurdish provinces, nor is 

the Kurdish language taught in schools, 

despite its protection in the constitution.

Mr Loghman Ahmedi discussed that 

Iran’s tactic is to play a role in all external 

conflicts in the region, managing to 

shift the attention from its domestic 

affairs and that Iran’s regional policy 

is based on supporting, funding and 

activating different proxy groups which 

brings instability and conflict in different 

countries in the Middle East. Mr Ahmedi 

emphasised the need to counter Iran’s 

well-known strategy ‘divide and conquer’, 

by solving and cooperating with other 

minority groups, as well as with Kurdish 

political parties in neighbouring 

countries. This point was further recalled 

during the debate, when many agreed 

that the only solution is for all Iranian 

Kurdish parties to work together and 

to leave their differences aside, for the 

common goals of democracy and respect 

for human rights.

Dr Seevan Saeed started by outlining 

the internal issues and the divide 

between North and East Kurdistan, 

which according to him partially explains 

the silence concerning Iranian Kurds. 

Dr Saeed argued that for a change 

to be possible, the mentality of all 

Kurdish political parties should shift 

towards nation-building instead of 

state-building. Furthermore, he stated 

that different parts of Kurdistan share 

certain similarities but solutions cannot 

be simply ’copy pasted’, due to the 

communities’ different histories and of 

social structures.

25 January 2016
Portcullis House

Hosted by Emma Reynolds MP for 
Wolverhampton North East

Speakers:  Mr Nasser Boladai, President 
of UNPO
Mr Abdullah Mohtadi, Leader of the 
Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan
Mr Loghman Ahmedi, Head of the 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan’s 
(PDKI) Foreign Relations 
Dr Seevan Saeed of University of Exeter

Chair: Mr Gary Kent, Director of the UK’s 
All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) 

This public forum brought together 

speakers from various Kurdish 

backgrounds and political affiliations. 

The speakers put forward a number of 

issues concerning the human rights 

situation of Iran’s Kurds, comparing it 

with that of other Kurdish communities 

and other ethnic groups in Iran.

Mr Nasser Boladai expressed concern 

on the isolation of the Iranian Kurds, 

as well as that of his own people, the 

Baloch. Mr Boladai brought attention to 

the fact that the international community 

seems not to be aware of the situation 

inside Iran and in particular of the 

country’s diversity. Despite appearances, 

the oppression of ethnic and religious 

minorities has been further accentuated 

under Rouhani’s presidency, with a 

significant increase in executions 

especially in Balochistan and Kurdistan.

Mr Abdullah Mohtadi laid out the current 

political situation, underlining how 

every part of Kurdistan, a very large 

region split mainly between Iran, Iraq, 

Syria and Turkey, has its own problems 

and history. He pointed out how the 

significant role played by the Kurds 

against the rise of the Islamic State has 

increased the community’s visibility. Mr 

Mohtadi outlined how the Iranian Kurds 

‘IRAN’S KURDS AT A CROSSROADS? 
INTERNATIONAL AND CROSS-BORDER STRATEGIES’
Public Forum in partnership with Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) P
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17 December 2015
North London

The Centre for Kurdish progress held a 

roundtable titled “Syria and the Kurdish 

Issue in the Middle East.” Keynote 

speaker Journalist Cengiz Candar 

analysed the recent developments in the 

Middle East with a focus on the Kurdish 

Issue.

Mr Candar started his speech by 

stating that the developments in the 

Middle East, especially the Syrian 

conflict, concern not only the region but 

international politics. He argued that the 

involvement of the international actors 

into the regional system takes place 

through proxy wars where sectarian 

differences are highlighted. According 

to Mr Candar, the conflict between Shia 

countries like Iran or Sunni countries like 

Turkey and Saudi Arabia has created a 

new dimension for the Kurdish Issue.

With regards to the Islamic State (IS) and 

Turkey, Mr Candar stated that as a NATO 

member, Turkey has a responsibility 

to minimise the terror on its borders. 

However, considering that Turkey’s threat 

conception is different from the other 

NATO countries, Turkey’s stance against 

IS has been different. He added, as IS 

is fighting against the Kurds, Turkey 

overlooks at the issue but the pressure 

ROUNDTABLE WITH CENGIZ CANDAR

East is not peaceful anymore and the 

future is not certain.

from NATO pushes Turkey to respond 

to IS threat. He concluded that the 

atmosphere in Turkey and the Middle 
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violence and repression were maintained 

in spite of the electoral victory. She 

added that in so doing, the AKP has 

not acted like a victorious party, and 

has opted for these policies to enforce 

stability, instead of reaching out and 

attempting to create unity in the country. 

She also stated that these actions, 

alongside the murder of attorney and 

Kurdish rights activist Tahir Elci who was 

under state protection at the time of his 

death, show that the AKP has no interest 

in dialogue with moderate figures. She 

concluded that with its policies the 

government wants polarisation and 

30 November 2015
House of Commons

Hosted by Seema Malhotra MP for 
Feltham and Heston

Speaker: Figen Yuksekdag, Co-Chair of 
the People’s Democratic Party (HDP) 

Chair: Lord William Wallace and Joan 
Ryan Labour MP for Enfield Nort

Mrs Figen Yuksekdag opened stating 

that she had come from an increasingly 

unstable Turkey with a heated 

atmosphere. She stated that Turkish 

President Erdogan had stoked up tension 

in Turkey following the electoral results in 

June, and that he created an atmosphere 

of fear that encouraged people to back  

AKP in November. She added that many 

felt obliged to vote AKP to provide the 

stability necessary to end the violence, 

but following the first of November this 

was not forthcoming, and that moreover 

the instability has increased, with a high 

number of civilian casualties during 

attacks and massacres in Ankara and 

the Kurdish region following curfews.

She went on to state that the HDP’s 

election results in November were a 

great success given the difficulties faced 

by the party at this time. She continued 

that worst of all, the AKP’s policies of 

‘POST-ELECTION TURKEY: IS PEACE ACHIEVABLE?’

not unity. She also accused the AKP of 

wanting to destroy the HDP’s electoral 

successes and energy. She added that 

despite the government’s scaring some 

HDP supporters away from the polls, 

these supporters still believe in the 

party’s struggle for democratisation. She 

called for the government to resume 

its peace talks with the PKK (Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party) leader Abdullah Ocalan, 

and expressed that the HDP is trying 

to act as an opposition to government 

actions vis-a-vis Syria and the position 

of Syrian Kurdish forces such as the PYD 

(Democratic Union Party), and added 

that the HDP is advocating an alliance 

between the Turkish government and 

this movement. She stated that this was 

crucial for the Middle East, as Turkey is 

situated right in the midst of this crisis, 

and did not have the luxury of being 

able to look on from afar like Western 

countries. She concluded stating her 

belief that a peaceful and democratic 

Middle East and Mesopotamia in 

which all peoples are recognised was 

possible, as the previous status quo of 

oil, the dollar and bloodshed had been 

overturned.

Public Forum in partnership with Refugee Workers Cultural Association (RWCA)
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priorities for intervening. Another issue is 

how various countries enacted different 

rules of engagement, with Britain 

refusing to bomb ISIS convoys with 

civilians present, while the United States 

had suggested a more flexible approach, 

at the cost of ‘collateral damage’. He 

said that half of the arms being used by 

ISIS had been stolen from the Iraqi army, 

including 1,000 all-terrain, four-wheel-

drive vehicles, with others taken from 

al-Assad’s forces originally supplied by 

Russia, such as T55 tanks. Mr Stephens 

also questioned an assertion by the 

Prime Minister that there are 70,000 

moderate rebels fighting in Syria, 

unallied to either ISIS or al-Assad, and 

that he had asked for clarification on the 

source of this figure. Disrupting ISIS’s 

oil trade may have reduced its daily 

earnings to $600,000, Mr Stephens 

said, but that breaking local smuggling 

lines had cost young Syrians their only 

jobs amid the conflict, resulting in their 

options being to head for Europe, or take 

the $65 dollars a day and more offered 

by ISIS to new recruits.

26 November 2015
House of Commons

Hosted by Joan Ryan Labour MP for 
Enfield North 

Speakers: Mr Karwan Jamal Tahir, 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 
High Representative to the United 
Kingdom
Mr Bill Park of King’s College 
Mr Michael Stephens of the Royal United 
Services Institute

Chair: Mr Gary Kent, Administrator of 
the All-Party Parliamentary Group on the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq

The focus of this debate was on Syria 

In this debate our keynote speakers 

discussed the impact of ISIS, also known 

as Daesh, in the region and globally and 

the role of the Kurds in the fight against 

ISIS.

 

Mr Karwan Jamal Tahir referring to 

the economic crisis due to a dispute 

between the national government in 

Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional 

Government (KRG) in northern Iraq 

over the latter’s foreign oil sales and 

1.8 million who have been internally 

displaced because of the conflict with 

ISIS, said: “We don’t think the major 

threat is Daesh, the major threat is an 

economic threat, and also a political 

threat.” Mr Tahir emphasised the critical 

nature of the dispute with Baghdad, but 

he stated that KRG’s priority is defeating 

ISIS. Therefore, he added that although 

the decision on airstrikes in Syria was 

a matter for Britain, they would prove 

successful and would help the local 

forces’ efforts against ISIS.

Our second speaker Michael Stephens 

said that a problem with the international 

response to Syria was that key regional 

players Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 

Turkey and Hezbollah had different 

‘KURDISTAN’S ROLE IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ISIS 
AND ITS IMPACT ON THE OUTSIDE WORLD’

Our final speaker Bill Park said: “The 

Peshmerga [KRG military] have won the 

battle against ISIS, they’ve got most 

of the territory back that was lost. But 

ISIS doesn’t really know what defeat 

is, they have snipers everywhere, and 

they never quite go away, they just go 

down the road.” Mr Park warned of ISIS 

sleeper agents within the KRG, and that 

from now on the situation will likely go 

downhill, with international sympathy 

for the Kurds in their struggle potentially 

turning out to be transient and limited. 

Mr Park said that despite the United 

States professing that the Peshmerga 

was a key ally in the ground war 

against ISIS, American policy remained 

unchanged in that it continued to arm 

the KRG only through Iraq’s national 

government in Baghdad, which was 

refusing to provide heavy weapons to the 

Peshmerga, in what he described as ‘a 

big mistake’.
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success of the PYD, having supported 

the YPG with airstrikes and arms.

Dr Cengiz Gunes, stated that with the 

Syrian conflict, the development of a 

pan-Kurdish politics has occurred, with 

Turkish Kurds going to join YPG fighters 

in Syria. He noted that violence has 

also spilled over the Turkish border, as 

shown by the attacks of IS on various 

Kurdish movements within Turkey in 

Suruc, Diyarbakir and Ankara. He also 

noted that the Turkish government has 

declared that it will not tolerate Kurdish 

gains in Syria, seeing PYD relations with 

the PKK as a threat to its own security, 

given that the Turkish state and this 

insurgent movement are currently at 

war. He further expressed doubt about 

a peace-process between the PKK and 

Turkey being successful, given that the 

current state of the Middle East would 

mean it is unlikely that the PKK would 

disarm, one of Turkey’s main conditions 

for peace. He continued, stating that with 

attacks by IS on Yazidi Kurds, KRG forces 

and the YPG had worked together in this 

conflict, somewhat improving relations 

between these two groups, which have 

16 November 2015
House of Commons

Hosted by Kate Osamor MP for 
Edmonton

Speakers: Dr Cengiz Gunes, Associate 
Lecturer at the Open University
Mr Robert Lowe, Manager of the Middle 
East Centre of the London School of 
Economics and Political Science (LSE) 
Mr David Hartwell, Director of Middle 
East Insider

Chair: Mr Tim Eaton of the Middle East 
and North Africa programme of Chatham 
House

The focus of this debate was on Syria 

and how the Kurds have been affected 

by the conflict. Robert Lowe opened 

by discussing the dominant trends in 

Kurdish nationalism that have emerged 

during the Syrian conflict following the 

establishment of the Rojava canton. He 

noted that these were, the dominance 

of the Kurdish Democratic Union 

Party (PYD), the development of an 

autonomous Rojava in and of itself, 

and the internationalisation of Kurdish 

politics. The rise of the PYD, he argued, 

was nothing short of astonishing, having 

formally begun far later than other 

Syrian Kurdish nationalist movements 

which came to be in the 1950s, having 

emerged fairly recently during the 2000s. 

He added that its relationship with the 

guerilla militant movement the Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (PKK) has assisted its 

development. Mr Lowe also discussed 

the internationalisation of Kurdish Syrian 

Politics. He stated that many actors 

presently have a keen interest in Syria, 

including the PKK and Iranian Kurds who 

have been supporting the PYD. Within 

this conflict, according to Mr Lowe, 

Turkey has been seen by the PYD as its 

greatest enemy, with the exception of the 

so called Islamic State (IS). He noted that 

Iraq’s Kurdistan Regional Government 

(KRG) has also been hostile to the PYD 

given its own good relations with Turkey, 

and that the US has an interest in the 

‘THE SYRIAN WAR’S IMPACT ON KURDISH POLITICS’

generally been sour, given the KRG’s 

strategic and economic reliance on 

Turkey.

Mr David Hartwell began by stating 

that Turkish foreign policy relating to 

the Syrian conflict has been incoherent 

and inconsistent. He argued that 

Turkish inexperience in these issues 

have damaged Turkey’s chances of 

ascending to be the leading power in the 

Middle East. He stated for instance, that 

Turkey’s focus on defeating Bashar al-

Assad and preventing Kurdish autonomy 

and prioritising these goals rather than 

defeating IS have caused its aims to 

diverge from those of Western countries. 

Mr Hartwell continued stating his belief 

that it is unlikely that Assad will fall given 

the role of Russian intervention, which 

has further stunted Turkey’s aims. This 

according to Mr Hartwell has ultimately 

left the Turkish government reliant on the 

actions of other agents within the region, 

rather than being a decisive player, 

which is now incapable of imposing its 

diplomatic aims for a post-conflict Syria, 

having failed to develop a preferred 

vision.
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here in the UK as they are noble fighters 

against slavery and barbarism”.

Baroness Jan Royall, Kate Osamor 

MP for Edmonton and Siobhain 

McDonagh MP for Mitcham and Morden 

congratulated the Kurdish Progress for 

organising such an important event 

and praised Kurdish women for their 

contributions to British society and their 

bravery in Rojava, in Kurdistan Regional 

3 November 2015
House of Commons

Hosted by Joan Ryan MP for Enfield 
North

The Centre for Kurdish Progress held its 

first Women’s Rights and Achievements 

Reception on 3 November 2015 in the 

Jubilee Room of the House of Commons. 

With the attendance of many women 

and men from the Kurdish community, 

Members of Parliament including Joan 

Ryan MP, Baroness Jan Royall, Kate 

Osamor MP and Siobhain McDonagh 

MP and London Councillors, the 

reception celebrated Kurdish women’s 

achievements.

Host MP of the reception, Joan Ryan 

Labour MP for Enfield made an opening 

speech. She emphasised the role of 

Kurdish women in British society and 

their role in their countries of origin 

where, she said, the women took part in 

defence of their children, freedoms and 

democracy. She stated that their courage 

needs recognition especially with regards 

to fight against ISIS. She added “we need 

to be the voice of these Kurdish women 

‘KURDISH PROGRESS WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
AND ACHIEVEMENTS RECEPTION’

Government, in Turkey, in Iran and 

elsewhere.

Following the speeches, a selection 

of awards were presented to Kurdish 

women for their achievements. Media 

Zahawi, Serpil Ersan, Makbule Gunes, 

Diana Nammi, Bahra Mahmud and 

Hatice Guden received the first Kurdish 

Women’s Rights and Achievements 

awards.

26 Centre for Kurdish Progress

P
ub

li
c 

Fo
ru

m



27Centre for Kurdish Progress 27Centre for Kurdish Progress

P
ub

li
c 

Fo
ru

m



28 Centre for Kurdish Progress

despite Turkey’s viewing IS as an enemy, 

it is unlikely that Turkey would undertake 

any effective action against this 

movement, because of its role in keeping 

Kurdish militant forces pre-occupied, 

fighting IS rather than against the Turkish 

state. He argued that this policy has 

disadvantaged Turkey in that it opens 

the country to more attacks akin to those 

which occurred recently in Ankara and 

Suruc, making the country unstable, that 

it has pushed the US to support the PYD 

and other Kurdish movements and that it 

has made President Erdogan personally 

unpopular, given his being blamed 

for allowing these attacks to occur, 

especially in the Turkish capital.

Dr Quilliam spoke at length about the 

war in Syria against the Assad regime. 

He stated that Russia’s intervention in 

Syria has been a game changer, having 

strengthened the Assad regime and 

making it increasingly likely that he will 

be a part of the ultimate solution to the 

crisis. He stated that a “no-fly” zone with 

19 October 2015
House of Commons

Hosted by Diane Abbott MP for Hackney 
North and Stoke Newington

Speakers: Dr Neil Quilliam, Acting Head, 
of Chatham House’s Middle East and 
North Africa Programme 
Mr Jonathan Friedman, Turkey and 
Middle East Expert at Stroz Friedberg 
and Associate at the Centre for Turkey 
Studies

Chair: Raziye Akkoc, Telegraph Journalist

Mr Friedman opened his speech stating 

that Turkey is fighting three wars in the 

south. A hot war against the Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (PKK) and its affiliates, 

a proxy war against the Assad regime 

in Syria and what could be called a 

“phony” war against Islamic State 

(ISIS), alongside other wars at home 

between the government and groups 

such as the Fetullah Gulen movement. 

He stated that the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ 

Democratic Party (HDP) has been seen 

by the Development and Justice Party 

(AKP) as a powerful threat to its aims to 

maintain a one party government, and 

for this reason, the Turkish government 

has resumed its hot war with the PKK 

to discredit the HDP in the public eye. 

He added that Iran and Russia have 

out manoeuvred Turkey in the proxy 

war occurring during the Syrian conflict, 

having committed far more resources 

and military personnel, including ground 

troops in Iran’s case. He argued that 

 ‘TURKEY’S WAR IN THE SOUTH: KURDS, ISIS AND ASSAD’

a UN resolution would not be possible 

because Russia would vote against it 

as part of the UN Security Council. Dr 

Quilliam continued, stating that US and 

Russian interests in Syria have meant 

that the US-backed Kurds are strong, 

that the Russian and Iranian-backed 

Assad regime is also looking stronger, but 

also that IS remains strong, and within 

this framework, Turkey’s ambitions to 

shape Syria both now and in the future 

are increasingly strained as a result.
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Mr Balikci opened stating that the 

Kurdish Issue was not exclusively a 

Turkish problem but also a European 

problem, given the role of European 

powers in dividing up former Ottoman 

territories after 1918 and creating 

mandates in Syria and Iraq, and 

therefore also in dividing Kurds across 

borders. He argued also that the Kurdish 

Issue was also a European issue in 

that around 3 Million Kurds are found 

living in Europe today. He added that 

the events of 9/11 2001 had changed 

the driving focus of legislation in Europe 

from freedom to security. In doing so, 

he argued that European countries 

and the US as well began to list their 

“enemies” namely Islamist groups and 

other organisations and individuals 

considered “terrorists”. With the 

PKK’s addition to these lists, Kurds in 

Europe, especially Germany and France 

were prosecuted for making pro-PKK 

statements including waving flags, 

21 September 2015
Unite the Union

Speakers: Barrister Professor Bill 
Bowring of Birkbeck College University 
of London
Mr Atilla Balikci of the Centre for 
Criminal Law and Criminology within 
Paris X Nanterre University
Margaret Owen, Director of Widows 
for Peace through Democracy and the 
Patron of Peace in Kurdistan, a UK 
barrister and an international women’s 
human rights activist. 

Chair: Mr Les Levidow of CAMPACC 
(Campaign Against Criminalising 
Communities)

Professor Bill Bowring began his speech 

by discussing previous cases he had 

dealt with in Turkey that included village 

destruction and kidnappings by Turkish 

security forces, alongside his work in 

trying to ensure the protection of human 

rights in Turkey, and with the Progressive 

Lawyer’s Association (CHD) some of 

whom had been imprisoned. He argued 

that the Kurds were a people or nation 

in the same way as Scots in the UK 

or Corsicans in France, and therefore 

were entitled to the right to self-

determination, but were impaired by the 

Treaty of Lausanne among others that 

divided up Kurdish-inhabited territories 

between five countries, including Iraq 

and Turkey. He noted that newspapers in 

Turkey that used words such as “Kurd” 

and “Kurdish” had been the targets of 

state repression, having been accused 

of being “terrorists” and continued, 

stating that Kurdish activists’ efforts to 

gain recognition as a distinct cultural 

group by the Turkish state had been 

the source of great tension in recent 

years, encompassing issues such as 

the teaching of Kurdish language in 

schools. He also noted that the PKK 

remained on the European Union’s list of 

terrorist organisations which has stunted 

progress despite efforts within the 

European Parliament to have it removed.

‘KURDISH QUESTION UNDER EUROPEAN UNION LAW’
shouting slogans and wearing pro-PKK 

t-shirts.  He noted however that in the 

UK, Kurdish organisations such as the 

Kurdish community centre in London 

had not been closed down, but that in 

Paris had been. Mr Balikci stated that 

EU definitions of terrorist organisations, 

which include movements attempting 

to drastically change or “de-stabilise” 

the political situation or status-quo of a 

country, are problematic because this 

could outlaw other social movements 

such as Trade Unions, and perhaps 

even those who had participated in 

the Arab Spring in Middle Eastern and 

North African countries, campaigning for 

democracy.

Margaret Owen began her speech 

criticising British counter-terror laws 

for having resulted in the arrest and 

prosecution of a young Kurdish-

origin woman, Silan Ozcelik, who had 

attempted to join Kurdish fighters 

against IS in Syria. She continued to 

discuss her time in Cizre, and that while 

there she had seen evidence that Turkish 

Gendarme and police forces had kept a 

brutal curfew on the city, using serious 

weaponry including rockets and bombs 

on its residents. She stated that firing 

had been indiscriminate and that even 

a nine-year-old girl had been killed. She 

continued to note that pro-Kurdish HDP 

(People’s Democratic Party) co-mayors 

were subject to arbitrary arrests and 

were dismissed from their duties, and 

that towns where HDP votes had been 

high in the June 2015 elections had 

been victims of severe violence from 

Turkish security forces. 
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problem and stated that this would 

have been preferable for the KRG, 

but according to Hawrami, Baghdad 

represents a threat to Kurdistan, and 

is a liability, for instance in its cutting 

the budget for the Kurdish region and 

withholding supplies. Moreover, he 

argued that the Shia majority will always 

control Baghdad, which will cause 

sectarian problems again. He stated 

that the KRG wants its region to prosper 

and that Erbil represents a safe place for 

people of various groups, shown in that 

Sunni, Shia and Christian refugees are 

settling there.

Mr Hawrami said that the process of 

Kurdish independence is happening, 

the KRG aims to hold two referendums, 

one for the Kurdistan region’s citizens, 

offering independence or a federal 

solution and a second referendum 

for the people in disputed territories 

and whether they want to be a part of 

Kurdistan. He spoke about an amicable 

divorce, or sharing currency and even 

debts with Baghdad. He also said he 

wants to work with Sunni leaders to keep 

ISIS out and defeat them.

On the issue of Turkey’s recent 

interventions in Syria and Iraq, he 

noted that the KRG is responsible for 

around 6 million people, and therefore, 

its dealings with Turkey rested on two 

27 July 2015
Unite the Union

Speaker: Mr Hemen Hawrami, Head 
of Foreign Relations of Kurdistan 
Democratic Party

Chair: Mr Michael Stephens of Royal 
United Services Institute (RUSI)

Mr Hemen Hawrami said that ISIS is a 

symptom of the wider illness affecting 

the region and claimed that ISIS’ 

successes were due to Maliki’s failings to 

represent Iraq nationally and instead his 

representing only Shias.

Mr Hawrami claimed that Maliki refused 

to listen to the KDP through various 

channels including Iran. He added that 

there were calls from the White House for 

the Kurdistan Regional Government and 

Peshmerga forces and the Iraqi Central 

government to work together against 

ISIS but Maliki refused again. He said 

that the Peshmerga managed to protect 

areas in Northern Iraq such as Kirkuk 

from ISIS. ISIS attacked the Peshmerga, 

out-gunning them with weaponry from 

Syria including Russian made tanks 

from Syrian forces, as well as those 

seized from Iraqis. He stated that ISIS 

presented the Kurds with the longest 

ever front line, over 100,000 km long.

Mr Hawrami  continued stating that 

recovering Mosul was massively 

important to defeating ISIS, but also 

that the Peshmerga forces will not take 

the lead, instead he said that the Iraqi 

Central government and Sunni Iraqis of 

Mosul must be willing to take the lead in 

this campaign. He noted, however, that 

presently the Sunnis are not organised 

enough and that the central government 

is unwilling to assist them.

On KRG relations with Baghdad, Mr 

Hawrami said Iraq as a concept is gone. 

It is practically divided into three areas a 

Shia controlled region, an ISIS controlled 

region and a Kurdish one. He considered 

the impact of a federal solution to this 

‘KURDISTAN: A BRIGHTER FUTURE’

variables, which are Turkey’s position 

towards KRG and Turkey’s position on 

other Kurdish questions. He stated that 

between 1991-2007/8 Turkey saw 

the KRG as a security threat, viewing 

it through a Kurdistan Workers’ Party 

(PKK) lens. According to Hawrami, for 

the KRG however, Turkey is seen as 

Iraqi Kurdistan’s gateway to the wider 

world. He said he did not want to be 

subordinate to Turkey or anyone else but 

the people of Iraqi Kurdistan. He said 

that the KRG had been crucial in getting 

Turkey to have peace talks with PKK 

leader Abdullah Ocalan.

On the threat of ISIS, he said he expected 

more from Turkey especially given its 

business connections and interests in 

Iraqi Kurdistan. He agreed with Turkey’s 

recent strikes on ISIS in Syria, but was 

critical of PKK actions, which he deemed 

to be irresponsible, such as the killing 

of two Turkish police officers and other 

verbal statements, having undermined 

Ocalan and the HDP, which in his view 

is not in the strategic best interest of 

the Kurds in Turkey. He argued that the 

Kurdish issue in Turkey is not a military 

but political issue, and that Turkish policy 

should focus for example on Kurdish 

education and favourable constitutional 

reform towards Kurds, rather than 

defeating the PKK, if the issue is to be 

solved.
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a successful Department and rapidly 

expanding relations between the KRG 

and foreign governments.

This exclusive roundtable discussion 

was chaired by Mr Michael Stephens of 

Royal United Services Institute (RUSI). 

Academics and diplomats were among 

the guests. The discussion was held 

under Chatham House rules.

Minister Bakir analysed the dynamics 

in the region and discussed Kurdistan 

16 April 2015
KRG UK Representation Offices

Speaker: Kurdistan Regional 
Government’s Minister for Foreign Policy 
and Trade, Mr Falah Mustafa Bakir

Chair: Mr Michael Stephens of Royal 
United Services Institute (RUSI)

Minister Falah Mustafa Bakir was 

appointed as the first Head of the 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 

Department of Foreign Relations 

in September 2006, tasked with 

administering KRG foreign policy 

and bolstering the Region’s relations 

with the international community 

for the government’s fifth cabinet. 

He was reappointed as the Head of 

the Department in each successive 

cabinet, including most recently the 

eighth cabinet in June 2014. Minister 

Bakir’s vision, dedication, and passion 

to serve the people and the government 

of Kurdistan have paved the way for 

‘KURDISTAN REGION: RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS AND THE WAY FORWARD’

14 April 2015

Speaker: Aaron Stein Associate Fellow at Royal United Services 
Institute (RUSI)

Chair: Mr Michael Stephens of RUSI

The Centre for Kurdish Progress held an exclusive 
roundtable discussion with Mr Aaron Stein, an Associate 
Fellow at RUSI. He is also the nonproliferation program 
manager at the Center for Economics and Foreign Policy 
Studies in Istanbul, where he works on security and 
proliferation issues in the Middle East.

He has written extensively on Turkish politics and 
regional proliferation, publishing in scholarly journals 
and print media, including Foreign Policy, The Bulletin 
of Atomic Scientists, the National Interest, and World 
Politics Review.

The discussion was about Turkey, the role of the Kurds 
and prospects for peace as well as developments in Syria 
and Iraq. The participants were representatives of all 
Kurdish political parties and academics. 

‘TURKEY, KURDS AND PROSPECTS FOR PEACE’

Regional Government’s (KRG) 

achievements, policies and future steps 

into stability in the region.
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Syria was not going to be ousted too 

quickly. Following to securing Kobane, 

Mr Muslim said that the PYD reached out 

to the other ethnic and religious groups 

including Arabs, Assyrians, and Muslims 

and Christians to form a committee. This 

committee, he said, was to establish a 

self-governing canton in which gender 

equality was a primary principle.

Due to rise of Islamic State (ISIS) in the 

region, Mr Muslim stated that Kurds had 

to enter another war and fought not only 

25 March 2015
House of Commons

Hosted by   MP for Barrow and Furness

Speakers: Mr Salih Muslim, co-chair 
of the Kurdish Democratic Union Party 
(PYD)
Mr Michael Stephens of Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI)
Dr David L. Philips of Columbia 
University’s Institute for the Study of 
Human Rights
Dr David Graeber of London School of 
Economics (LSE)
Dr Johanna Riha of Cambridge University 

Chair: Dr Tunc Aybak of Middlesex 
University

Keynote speaker Mr Muslim spoke 

first, and detailed the developments in 

Rojava over the recent years. Mr Muslim 

referring to Kurds’ long-haul struggle 

for freedom in Kurdistan stated that an 

opportunity for democracy and rights for 

the Kurds arose in 2011 when the Syrian 

uprising began. He indicated that the 

PYD used this opportunity to organise 

Kurds in Syria in order to survive the 

conflict and achieve democracy ideals 

and that they knew that the regime in 

‘KURDS IN SYRIA: FROM DENIAL TOWARD 
SELF-RULED GOVERNANCE MODEL’

for the Kurds, but also for the West, as 

he added, ISIS aims to attack universal 

freedoms and rights of all, not only 

Kurds’.

Hence, he suggested that Kurds are 

still fighting for democracy, freedom, 

gender equality against ISIS on the front 

lines. Reminding the attacks in Paris, he 

warned that the jihadists might commit 

further atrocities in the West as they 

want to destroy democracy not only in 

P
ub

li
c 

Fo
ru

m



33Centre for Kurdish Progress

the region but also in the West.

The second speaker Mr Michael 

Stephens argued that the West having 

to been used to the nation-state ideals 

finds self –governance model in Rojava 

quite difficult to comprehend. Hence, he 

argued, the western countries seem to 

be slow in reacting to the developments 

in the region and their approach to the 

conflict in Syria lacks consistency as the 

PYD is the only group that fought and 

succeeded against ISIS, but is yet to 

receive support from the West.

Following to Mr Stephens, Dr David 

Graeber praised the Rojava revolution 

as he said that the autonomous self-rule 

of Kurds in Syria has better democratic 

features than any other democracies 

he has seen. Dr Graeber blamed the 

West for only looking for ways to justify 

military interventions in the region and 

ignoring the emergence of Rojava system 

in which women hold half the authority 

and each ethnic and religious group has 

a representative in the committee to 

determine any decision affecting on their 

communities. He pointed out the irony 

in the West by reminding the audience 

that a British-Kurdish woman, Shilan 

Ozcelik, who fought for this democratic 

system in Kobane, have been charged 

with a terrorist offence and have been 

remanded in custody in Holloway Prison.

Dr Johanna Riha shared her 

observations in Rojava in her field trip. 

She indicated that humanitarian help is 

urgently required and that transportation 

of basic supplies through the borders 

of Northern Kurdistan and Turkey is 

the most difficult. Dr Riha said that the 

Rojava’s democratic system emerged as 

a grassroots movement, which could be 

a good model for the whole of the region.

The final speaker Dr David L. Philips 

having worked on Kurdish issues for 

over 25 years commented that Kurds 

finally united thanks to ISIS. Dr Philips 

said that the reason for why the US has 

not held talks with the PYD is Turkish 

government’s influence on the US 

administration. According to Dr. Philips, 

Turkey has managed to represent the 

PYD and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 

(PKK) as a joint terrorist organisation 

in the eyes of the US. Dr Philips stated 

that their research in his institute found 

that Turkey helped ISIS financially and 

supplied arms to ISIS and that the role 

of Turkey in the conflict in Syria has to be 

re-assessed more objectively.
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on Monday 17 November 2014 after a 

month long hiatus. The Kurdish groups 

had suspended the talks on 6 October 

2014 and called for demonstrations 

against the Turkish government, in 

protest of the government’s inaction 

during the Siege of Kobane in Syria, in 

which Kurdish militants battled fighters 

from the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 

(ISIS). Those demonstrations, occurring 

18 November 2014
Portcullis House

Hosted by Fabian Hamilton Labour MP 
for Leeds North East 

Speaker: Ertugrul Kurkcu Peoples’ 
Democratic Party (HDP) MP

Chair: Wayne David Labour MP for 
Caerphill

Mr Ertugrul Kurkcu’s talk focused on 

recent developments and challenges in 

the Kurdish peace process, by presenting 

an outline of the actors involved in the 

negotiations. According to Mr Kurkcu’s 

characterisation of the events, there are 

three distinct elements representing 

the Kurdish side of the negotiations: 

Abdullah Ocalan, the imprisoned founder 

of the militant Kurdistan Worker’s Party 

(PKK); the Group of Communities in 

Kurdistan (KCK), a collection of political 

and armed groups supporting increased 

Kurdish autonomy; and Mr Kurkcu’s own 

Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP). Mr 

Kurkcu reported that the negotiations 

between the Kurdish side, consisting of 

the groups mentioned previously, and 

the Turkish government had resumed 

‘KOBANE RESISTANCE AND THE FUTURE 
OF PEACE PROCESS IN TURKEY

across Turkey but primarily in Turkey’s 

Kurdish southeast and especially in the 

largely Kurdish city of Diyarbakir, left 

dozens of people dead and were the 

deadliest street protests in Turkey in 

many years.

Mr Kurkcu referring to Turkish President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Prime 

Minister Ahmet Davutoglu’s remarks 

on relationship between the Kurdish 

peace process and the crisis in Kobane 

argued that the Kurds in Turkey cannot 

negotiate for peace whilst their fellows 

fight brutality of ISIS on the other side of 

the border.
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15 October 2014
Unite the Union

Speaker: Mr Rusen Cakir, Journalist and 
Author 

Chair: Dr Katerina Dalacoura of the 
London School of Economics and 
Political Science

Mr Rusen Cakir stated that he had 
been following the Kurdish question 
since he was a young journalist 
and analysed the progress of the 
Kurdish question over the years. He 
compared the years when the violent 
clashes between the Turkish state 
and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) in the 1990s to the Kurdish 
Peace Process which was initiated by 
the Justice and Development Party 

‘THE RESOLUTION PROCESS AND THE KURDISH ISSUE OF TURKEY’ 

(AKP) in 2011. He also analysed the 
public unrest since the Gezi Protests 
in 2013 and the rivalry between the 

AKP and the Gulen Movement and 
its effects on the Kurdish Peace 
Process.

of refugees escaping from the war-ridden 

city, Turkey received a large amount 

of criticism from the international 

community because of its approach to 

the events surrounding Kobane. For 

many around the world, the sight of 

Turkey’s tanks immobile on the border 

with Syria was tantamount to supporting 

IS. On the other hand, the crisis in 

Kobane led to protests in southeastern 

cities of Turkey and major cities in the 

west including Istanbul. 6-7 October 

2014 protests that left 40 deaths behind 

due to clashes with security forces and 

involvement of masked gunmen almost 

put the peace process on hold. 

12 November 2014
Daymer

Speakers: Journalists Ahmet Sik and 
Ismail Saymaz

Experienced journalists Ahmet Sik and 

Ismail Saymaz analysed the unrest 

among people of  Turkey from the 

nationwide Gezi protests through to the 

Kobane protests. They elaborated on 

the significance of Kobane for the Kurds 

as well as public opinion regarding the 

protests in Turkey. The city of Kobane on 

the border of Syria and Turkey passed 

from relative obscurity to being thrust 

into the spotlight of the world press as 

the ‘Kurdish Stalingrad’, thus described 

for its importance and resistance in the 

struggle against the Islamic State (IS). 

Despite having taken in a large number 

‘FROM GEZI TO KOBANE: RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN TURKEY AND THE MEDIA’
Public Forum in partnership with Turkish and Kurdish Community Centre (DAYMER)
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that Ankara should seal its borders to 

stop more terrorists joining the Islamist 

fundamentalist Islamic State (ISIS) and 

provide more humanitarian aid.

Dr Liam Fox MP focused on the West’s 

response to the threat of jihadism and 

ISIS. Dr Fox highlighted that ISIS is a 

strong organisation with millions of 

dollars coming from the Gulf states and 

from selling oil on the black market. He 

called for Britain to cut off ISIS’s income 

stream and stop the countries and 

individuals from supported them. 

Lord Maurice Glasman was of a similar 

opinion, emphasising that ‘action’ was 

the key word. Jason McCartney MP said 

that the battle for Kurdistan starts now 

and he hoped that UK can support and 

help the Kurds in an effective way.

Dr Alan Semo said that the PYD had 

been protecting civilians and land, with 

limited resources and weapons, against 

one of the strongest Islamist groups 

in the region. He added that if people 

had heeded the PYD’s warnings, then 

ISIS could have been stopped before 

it acquired its current power. Dr Semo 

indicated that they were willing to 

cooperate with all countries that want 

Meg Hillier MP opened the debate, 

stated that standing by and simply 

watching what was happening in Iraq 

was unacceptable and urged the West to 

act against the crisis and deliver tangible 

support to the Kurds.

Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman asserted that 

what happened in Iraq was a genocide. 

She urged solving the humanitarian 

crisis as quickly as possible. Rahman 

said “Iraq has a bloody history and I am 

wondering how many genocides and 

how much more violence the Iraqi Kurds 

have to suffer before this changes?” 

Answering a question from the audience 

regarding a possible solution to the 

crisis, she said that the only solution 

would be transforming Iraq into a 

federation of three states. Responding 

to another question regarding what 

Turkey’s government could do to 

improve the situation, Rahman said 

THE CRISIS IN IRAQ: UNEXPECTED ALLIANCES WESTERN 
INTERVENTION AND THE KURDISTAN QUESTION

9 September 2014, House of Commons, Hosted by Meg Hillier Labour MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch

Speakers: Mes Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, Kurdistan Regional Government High Representative to the UK, Dr Liam Fox Conservative 

MP for North Somerset, Former Secretary of State for Defence, Dr Alan Semo, UK Representative of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), 

Ms Sundus Saqi,  Iraqi Turkmen Front Representative UK, Lord Tim Clement-Jones, Lord Maurice Glasman, Mr Bill Park of Kings’ College, 

Mr Patrick Cockburn, author and journalist, Mr Harvey Morris, author and journalist, Mr Jason McCartney Conservative MP for Colne 

Valley Chair: Mr Gary Kent, Administrator of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
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with different needs. He argued that 

Kurds were one of them and the fact 

that they were able to build a democratic 

state in the middle of an area beset by 

war and violence made them a key player 

in solving the current crisis.

Mr Bill Park asserted that the West 

should rethink relationships with the 

PKK, the PYD and even Syria’s Assad, 

Keynote speakers spoke on the 25th 
anniversary of the assassination 
of Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, 
KDPI’s Secretary General who was 
killed in 1989, Vienna, by Iranian 
envoys with whom he had met to 
negotiate a peaceful solution for 
the Kurdish question in Iran. Dr 
Ghassemlou had spent his entire life 
fighting not only for the freedom and 
national rights of his people, but also 
for the ideals of democracy, human 
rights and justice in general.

and that a better understanding of the 

region and ISIS was necessary for finding 

an enduring.

Mr Patrick Cockburn referred to Turkey’s 

role in this crisis and argued for Turkey 

to close its borders to ISIS. While it was 

clear for a long time that the civil war in 

Syria has destabilised Iraq little has been 

done to counter this trend.

Mr Harvey Morris was pessimistic about 

the future of Iraq and strongly opposed 

cooperation with Syrian regime. Morris 

also argued that the new government in 

Baghdad will fail to respect the rights of 

Kurds. As a result, he said, it was time to 

deal with KRG directly. 

Mrs Sundus Saqi warned that it was 

not only the Kurds but also Turkmens 

who suffered from ISIS’s brutality. She 

added that IS is a problem for all minority 

groups in Iraq, regardless of their faith or 

ethnicity.

to help us fight ISIS and that a joint 

Kurdish military group formed by YPG, 

the Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) and 

the Iraqi Peshmerga, with political and 

financial support and weapons from the 

West, could defeat ISIS.

Lord Tim Clement Jones, said that 

focusing only on Baghdad would be a 

mistake as Iraq included several actors 

14 July 2014
Portcullis House

Hosted by
Keith Vaz MP for Leicester East

Speakers: Dr Frederic Tissot, former 
French Consulate in Erbil, 
Mrs Luis Ayala, secretary general of 
Socialist International
Dr Asso Hassan Zadeh, member of 
Kurdistan Democratic Party Central 
Committee

‘KURDISH STRUGGLE UNDER THE ISLAMIST MAJORITY 
IDEOLOGY: KURDISH CASE IN IRAN’
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