Labor for Aid

Labor has a proud tradition of helping
those in need. Through Australian aid
we’ve lifted people out of poverty,
defended human rights, and promoted

Global equality,
Australian made.
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the fair go abroad.

We can do better as a nation.
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Australian
aid
matters

■ It’s the right thing to do for people in need. From materials
for new schools, to vaccinations for babies, to disaster relief
- our aid helps people build better lives for themselves.
■ It’s the right thing to do as a good global citizen. We need
to do our bit to tackle poverty, inequality and climate change.
Other nations are stepping up, and so should we.
■ It works. Trusted international aid organisations like Oxfam,
Save the Children and The Fred Hollows Foundation deliver a
large portion of Australian aid in partnership with local people.
They get aid to where it is needed most and where it will make
the most difference.
■ Everybody wins. In times of rapidly evolving threats to
people's safety, everyone benefits from a stable, prosperous
region including Australia.

The Liberal Government’s cuts will take Australian
aid to its lowest ever recorded level, as a
proportion of our national income.
■ $11.3 Billion cut from Australian Aid

■ Aid spending now less than 1% of national Budget
■ Some of the biggest cuts are in Africa, where the
need is greatest

Ratio of Australian aid to
gross national income
OECD data vs Australian
Government data, 1960-2016

Help
create a
strong
Labor aid
policy

The National Conference will determine Labor’s policy
direction on Australian aid. We need to make sure that
delegates to Conference hear that local members want a
strong Aid policy at the next election. Our National Platform
doesn’t commit the next Labor Government to specific growth
in aid. It says:
“Labor will grow the Australian aid program and increase
Official Development Assistance to internationally accepted
levels. Australia should do its fair share internationally, and
work with the international community to achieve the
longstanding funding targets reiterated by the SDGs. Labor
will, over time, achieve a funding target for the aid program
of at least 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income.”
YOU can support the campaign:
■ Pass a motion at your local branch or sub-branch
(and tell us about it!)
■ Sign our online petition and volunteer on our website
www.laborforaid.org.au
■ Like us on Facebook!

OECD data (yellow line) vs Australian Government data (blue line), 1960-2016
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We note that the Australian Government and Federal Labor
are already committed to the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as a critical framework to reducing extreme poverty.
Labor has a proud tradition of honouring Australia’s
international commitments and playing its part in reducing
global poverty, tackling rising global inequality and
protecting human rights. We condemn the Federal Coalition
for their savage cuts to Australian aid, taking our national
contribution to historic lows at a time of extreme global need.
Labor For Aid and the rank and file members of this branch
call on the ALP to:

■ Commit to the principle that we should be moving towards
0.7% of our Gross National Income (GNI) on aid;
■ Increase aid as a percentage of GNI every year that we are
in office starting with our first budget;
■ Make advancing the SDGs, including reducing global
poverty, the core purpose of the aid program.
To be sent to:
■ Labor for Aid hello@laborforaid.org.au

■ Penny Wong senator.wong@aph.gov.au

■ Chris Bowen chris.bowen.mp@aph.gov.au
■ Local Federal MP
■ Local FEC/FEA
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