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    The Northern Ireland Equality Agenda 

The Labour Party in Northern Ireland believes in a shared society and culture - our approach 

is based on the Labour values of social justice, equality of opportunity, and rights matched 

with responsibilities.  We demand a future free from hate crimes - whether racist, directed 

against women, homophobic, transphobic, sectarian, or against people who are disabled. 

In Northern Ireland, we do not have the same rights and services as people living in other 

parts of the United Kingdom:  

The NEC refuses us the right to stand Labour Party candidates in elections, so 

we cannot vote to elect a Labour Government – OUR  Labour government.  
 

 

Over the last year there has been a 70 per cent rise in hate crime. 

•   There are racist and sectarian incidents reported to the PSNI every day. 

• The First Minister recently supported a preacher who branded Islam ‘satanic’. 

• After seven years, Stormont still has not delivered a Racial Equality Strategy.  



The 1967 Abortion Act still does not apply to Northern Ireland. 

• Every week around 40 women travel from Northern Ireland to England to have a 

private abortion at a cost of around £2000 each. 

• The DUP Health Minister at Stormont, Edwin Poots, wants to toughen up enforcement 

of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861, to reduce this number. 

• Women visiting the Marie Stopes clinic are harassed by Anti-Abortion groups. 

 

Northern Ireland is the only region of the UK without equal marriage rights. 

• Edwin Poots has instituted a lifetime ban on gay blood donation. 

• Gay couples do not have the same adoption rights as in the rest of the UK. 

• We have no Gender Recognition Act to allow transgender citizens to realize their 

gender identity 

• We don’t have an Equality Act for Northern Ireland 

 

Disability law in Northern Ireland is still subject to the “Malcolm Decision”. 

• In education, there are no rights to “auxiliary aids and services” for children with 

disabilities in the class room.  The rest of the UK has those rights. 

• The recent OFM/DFM Disability strategy barely mentions children with disability at all. 

 

The sectarian violence of past decades is linked to the mental health of  

  Northern Ireland’s citizens:   more depression, anxiety and suicide. 

•   We have the highest male suicide rate in the UK, particularly among men aged 24-29.   

• There is not enough positive and proactive rehabilitation in treatment plans in 

Northern Ireland’s semi-draconian psychiatric system.  

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) are drastically under- funded 

resulting in children being inappropriately detained on adult psychiatric wards. 

 

To tackle these issues we need a vigorous campaigning Labour Party.  Yet, 

unbelievably, the NEC denies people in Northern Ireland the right to vote for 

Labour Party candidates in all elections.                

Sign our petition: www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/lpni                      
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