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On my visit to Barnet and Southgate College, in Edmonton Green mall, I heard
powerful testimonies from women who will be affected by the E.S.O.L (English for
speakers of other languages) cuts. These cuts are part of the £450 million in
savings that the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has been asked
to find by the Treasury. Barnet and Southgate College is one of the 47 colleges and
about 16,000 learners that will be affected by the cuts, according to the Association
of Colleges (AoC). An estimated £45 million had been allocated to the programme
of mandated learning, which is targeted at jobseekers' allowance claimants,
identified as having poor spoken English skills that prevent them from finding work.
Once again the Tory Government have let us down, the prime minister announced
a review of how to boost integration in deprived and isolated communities to tackle
extremism, including how to ensure people learn English. However cutting the
funding is going against this, I will be raising this issue in Parliament.

Cuckoo Hall Academy school ambassadors Zaynah Oksaroglu and Daragh
Flannery, marshalled me on a guided tour of their school, before attending the
ribbon cutting ceremony to open the new library. In attendance was Sharon Ahmet,
Head teacher, Mark Evans, who sits on Cuckoo Hall Academies Trust Board of
Governors, and a group of Zaynah and Daragh’s classmates. I took the opportunity
to say a few words about the importance of literature in education, before students
from Cuckoo Hall’s Glee Choir treated the audience to a live performance. Books
and literature are fundamental to our children’s education, and it was an honour
to be opening the beautiful new library at Cuckoo Hall Academy.

It gave me great pleasure to be at Wilbury Primary School to talk about Black
History Month. The pupils asked some fantastic questions, which varied from,
why I got involved in politics, my vision for Edmonton & what advice would I give
to a budding politician. I felt immensely proud of the school and promised to go
back and visit again.

Saturday 17 October, my action team and I received a great reception in Bush Hill Park
Ward where I held a roaming surgery. We met loads of new labour party members,
discussed all things Jeremy Corbyn, their message to JC is to stay strong & keep
talking the truth. My fantastic team took up casework, with the common themes being
lack of affordable housing especially for the young, local crime, NHS, local cycle lanes
and traffic.

Racial discrimination in nightclubs is not a
new topic however recent events have
caught the attention of the media, I went
down to Vice HQ, where I gave my thoughts
on the DSTRKT case, local authority
licencing boards and discrimination still
being a widespread issue in nightclubs.

It was an honour to meet with
Vice President Osinbajo of
Nigeria in London with other
parliamentarians.



Great to meet those who attended
my first coffee morning, the turnout
was high and we spoke about local
issues, casework and campaigns.
Thank you to Erdal and Kirkisrak
Community centre for being such
great hosts!

I recently experienced life in the class room at Oasis Academy Hadley, Miss Hamilton
invited me to meet her politics students. The visit allowed me to speak about my journey,
my work in Parliament to-date and how these young inquisitive students can make steps
in fulfilling their potential. I had a great time meeting the first year sixth formers.

The Shadow Health Secretary asked an Urgent Question on NHS financial performance following the recent figures, which
show the NHS overspent by £930 million in three months and could be on course for an annual deficit of £2 billion this
financial year. The figures show that the deficit for the first three months of this financial year was larger than the deficit
for the whole of 2014-15. There is clearly not enough money in the current NHS budget to cover existing costs and it is
unclear how the Government expect to fund more services spread over seven days. I am also concerned by reports that
the health regulator, Monitor, was “leaned on” to delay the publication of these figures. The pressures faced by the NHS
are a direct result of the decisions taken by this Government, with a significant reduction in social care provision, staff
shortages which are forcing hospitals to recruit from overseas or hire expensive agency staff, and a damaging top-down
reorganisation.

I oppose the tampon tax because it is an outdated and unfair tax on an essential product for many women. It is time to reverse
a decision that was made in 1972, and to change the way that we tax a product essential to women’s hygiene. I believe
that, as a healthcare product, there are grounds for arguing for its exemption from EU laws on VAT.I recognise there are
barriers in place to immediately scrapping the tax. However, I was disappointed that the amendment was voted down. Only
three Conservative MPs broke the party line and supported the motion. Menstruation is still taboo in this country and the
Conservative government have shown their unwillingness to push for change on this issue. This is not the last we will hear
of the ‘tampon tax’ and I will continue to stand against it”. The list of products with zero-VAT is out of date with contemporary
needs, and includes jaffa cakes amongst other items. Tampons are already an expensive product without having added
VAT. A study from earlier this year showed that women spend up to £18,000 on their period in their lifetime.

Coca-Cola’s Edmonton factory has celebrated its 40th anniversary and is showing
signs of continued growth with further investment of £300,000 over the next year.
Operations Director, Steve Thorpe, gave me an insight into the factories success.
This year also marks the 50,000th student the factory has introduced to the in-
house Education Centre, where they inspire and encourage young people to
prepare for future careers inside and out of the Supply chain industry. 234 people
are employed at the Edmonton facility, 42 live in the constituency with an average
length of service being 12 ½ years, I hope further growth provides more jobs for
constituents and increased opportunities to teach the youth of Edmonton.

Government suffered a huge blow to their plans to cut tax credits, the House of Lords voted to force the Government to
report to Parliament with a scheme for full transitional protection for existing claimants before the changes come into effect
in April 2016. The House of Lords also voted for a delay in the cuts until an assessment of their financial impact is carried
out.There was also a Backbench Business Debate calling on the Government to reconsider the effect of cuts to tax credits
on the lowest paid workers. The motion, which passed with 215 votes, called on the Government to carry out and publish
analysis of the effects and to bring forward proposals to mitigate it. The Government is in disarray on tax credit cuts, and
the Chancellor now needs to fully and fairly perform a u-turn on his plans.

I am deeply saddened by the
news of Michael Meacher MP
passing. He was a principled
man who followed his
conscience and represented
his constituents well. My
thoughts are with him and his
family.

This Welfare Reform and Work Bill includes a variety of indiscriminate measures that will hit more than 10 million families
in Britain, including the young, the old, those unable to work and those working every hour they can.This Bill, along with
other measures announced by the Government in their July Budget, will penalise millions of working families and risk
pushing hundreds of thousands of children into poverty. I therefore voted against the Bill in its entirety at Third Reading.
However, the Bill was passed by the Government and it will now progress to the House of Lords.



Thursday 22 October, I rose to speak in the Westminster Hall, Yemen
debate, "I first want to thank my right hon. Friend the Member for Leicester
East (Keith Vaz) for securing this debate. The situation in Yemen is a tragedy
that must be addressed by the international community and, more
importantly, by the British Government. There is an urgent need to review
the alleged war crimes, to seek accountability and to alleviate the desperate
humanitarian situation."

Full speech here http://goo.gl/d9177f

Tuesday 27 October, I rose to speak in the Westminster Hall, Tropical diseases
debate, "It is a pleasure to serve under your chairmanship, Mr Davies. I thank
the hon. Member for Stafford (Jeremy Lefroy) for securing this debate. I am glad
that we have the opportunity to draw attention to this important issue, about
which, as a British-born Nigerian, I feel passionately. According to statistics
published by the US Government to coincide with this year’s World Malaria Day,
Nigeria has the highest number of malaria casualties worldwide, with an
estimated 100 million cases and around 300,000 deaths each year. Full speech
here http://goo.gl/z8uJou

Wednesday 28 October, I rose to speak in the Westminster Hall, Transforming
Rehabilitation programme debate, "Effective rehabilitation must be at the heart
of the UK’s prison system. The chief inspector of prisons, Nick Hardwick, said
in his most recent report that prisons are in their worst state for 10 years. We
lock up more people than any other western European country and have a
reoffending rate of more than 50% within a year of release. We need a more
effective rehabilitation programme."

Full speech here http://goo.gl/zvJIrw

Junior doctors are the lifeblood of the NHS and it is vital the new contract is safe for patients and fair to junior doctors. I
am concerned that the current proposals remove the safeguards that penalise hospitals which routinely force junior doctors
to work in excess of their contracted hours, and cut pay for those doctors that currently work evenings and weekends putting
delivery of the a 7-day NHS at risk. The Opposition motion urged the Government to guarantee that no junior doctor will
have their pay cut as a result of a new contract, withdraw the threat of contract imposition and return to negotiations with
the BMA. Unfortunately the Government voted against the Opposition’s motion and it did not pass.

Wednesday 21 October, I rose to speak in the Westminster Hall, Black
History Month debate, "I thank the hon. Member for Lanark and Hamilton
East (Angela Crawley) for securing this debate. Celebrating and raising
awareness of black history through Black History Month has been shown to
be urgently necessary in the light of the Prime Minister’s recent comments
on slavery and reparations."

Full speech here http://goo.gl/ijEApt

Thursday 29 October, I rose to speak in the Tax credits debate, When I
voiced my opposition to the cuts to tax credits back in July, I spoke of how
they would hit the poorest the hardest. I spoke of how in my constituency 72%
of people receive tax credits and over 42% of children live in relative poverty,
so Members can well imagine how worried I am for those constituents, who
I am sure are watching now.

VOTING
• Immigration Bill — Decline Second Reading — 13 Oct 2015 at 18:51. I voted against creating criminal offences of renting a

home, driving, and working, while disqualified from doing so due to immigration status; and against other measures in the Immigration
Bill

• Immigration Bill — Second Reading — 13 Oct 2015 at 18:51. I voted against creating criminal offences of renting a home,
driving, and working, while disqualified from doing so due to immigration status; and against other measures in the Immigration Bill.

• Cities and Local Government Devolution Bill — Decline Second Reading — 14 Oct 2015 at 18:48. I voted against allowing more
devolution of powers to local councils and against enabling councils to collaboratively form regional combined authorities.
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• Charter for Budget Responsibility — Aiming for Budget Surplus — Cap on Welfare Spending — 14 Oct 2015 at 20:45. I voted
against reducing public borrowing and against capping welfare spending.

• Opposition Day — Tax Credits — 20 Oct 2015 at 18:52. I voted against an impending reduction in the amount people are paid in
tax credits.

• Cities and Local Government Devolution Bill — New Clause 23 — Report on Funding of Combined Authorities — 21 Oct 2015 at
15:22. I voted to require a report on the impact on combined authorities of the way in which central government funds are allocated to
them.

• Cities and Local Government Devolution Bill — Clause 3 — Make Creation of a Combined Authority Conditional on Having
Elected Mayor — 21 Oct 2015 at 15:22. I voted against allowing the creation of a combined authority to be made conditional on the
authority having an elected mayor.

• Cities and Local Government Devolution Bill — Clause 10 — Set Funding of Combined Authorities Over a Year in Advance — 21
Oct 2015 at 18:45. I voted to allow central government funding for combined authorities to be set more than a year in advance.

• Standing Orders — Veto for MPs from England, Wales and Northern Ireland Over Laws Affecting Just Their Parts of the UK — 22
Oct 2015 at 16:00. I voted against giving MPs from England, Wales and Northern Ireland a veto over laws impacting just their parts of
the UK and in favour of appointing a committee to consider the matter.

• Standing Orders — Trial Period for Veto for MPs from England, Wales and Northern Ireland Over Laws Affecting Just Their Parts
of the UK — 22 Oct 2015 at 16:00. I voted to give the MPs from England, Wales and Northern Ireland a veto over laws impacting just
their parts of the UK only for a trial period.

• Standing Orders — Veto for MPs from England, Wales and Northern Ireland Over Laws Affecting Just Their Parts of the UK — 22
Oct 2015 at 16:00. I voted to give all MPs a vote on matters which, while specific to one part of the UK, have a significant consequential
impact on other parts.

• Finance Bill (Ways and Means) (Payment of Corporation Tax) — Chapter 5 — Supplementary provisions — 26 Oct 2015 at 17:30.
I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Finance Bill (Ways and Means) (Payment of Corporation Tax) — New Clause 9 — Inheritance tax review — 26 Oct 2015 at 20:45.
I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Finance Bill (Ways and Means) (Payment of Corporation Tax) — New Clause 1 — VAT treatment of the Scottish Police Authority
and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service — 26 Oct 2015 at 21:13. I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Finance Bill (Ways and Means) (Payment of Corporation Tax) — New Clause 7 — VAT on sanitary protection products (No. 2) —
26 Oct 2015 at 21:13. I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Finance Bill (Ways and Means) (Payment of Corporation Tax) — Schedule 6 — Venture capital trusts — 26 Oct 2015 at 22:00. I
voted in the minority (No).

• Welfare Reform and Work Bill (Programme No. 3) — New Clause 1 — Repeal of Tax Credits Regulations 2015 — 27 Oct 2015 at
15:00. I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Welfare Reform and Work Bill (Programme No. 3) — New Clause 8 — Tax credit reforms — 27 Oct 2015 at 15:00. I voted in the
minority (Aye).

• Welfare Reform and Work Bill (Programme No. 3) — Clause 13 — Employment and support allowance: work-related activity
component — 27 Oct 2015 at 18:00. I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Welfare Reform and Work Bill (Programme No. 3) — Clause 14 — Universal credit: limited capability for work element — 27 Oct
2015 at 18:00. I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Welfare Reform and Work Bill (Programme No. 3) — Schedule 2 — Further provision about social housing rents — 27 Oct 2015 at
19:00. I voted in the minority (No).

WRITTEN QUESTIONS / - DEBATES

If you would like to view my written questions and Early Day Motions, please visit my website to acquire up-to-date
versions of this material - www.kateosamor.co.uk

If you have a personal issue (i.e with housing,
immigrationorbenefits) comedowntomyoffice,
between 10am and 1pm Monday to Friday;
where my staff will discuss your case further.


