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Since I joined theHouseof Commons, I have beenseeking to highlight in theChamber thedisproportionate effectmany
government policies havehadonBMEcommunities andworking-classwomen. I am looking forward to addingmy voice
to a strong team and working together to hold the government to account on equality issues.

The women and equalities team stated:

“Thewomen and equalities teamare very pleased towelcomenew junior ShadowMinister Kate OsamorMP.Women
and Equalities is a priority for this Labour administration and we are delighted to have the extra capacity in the team
to take forward the equalities agenda.”

I led on a debate on healthcare in Yarl’sWoodafter visiting andmeetingwomen
there, who toldme that theworst thing about Yarl’sWoodwas healthcare. This
debatewas forall thosewhohavebeenpreviously or arecurrently detained.We
are the only country in the EU who do not have a time limit on detention. This is
appalling. Studies show detention has a lasting, damaging effect on the mental
health of detainees and the government need to be doing more to address this.
I hope the governmentwill take seriously the need to review healthcare in Yarl’s
Wood and will address my demands as a matter of urgency.

I rose at 10.18am in theWestminster Hall debate, Global fund to fight AIDS, TB
and Malaria. I thank the right hon. Member for Arundel and South Downs (Nick
Herbert) for bringing this debate to the Chamber. I congratulate him on his
thorough and eloquent introduction. He was able to lay out all the pitfalls facing
us if we have a cut in theGlobal Fund. View the full speech http://goo.gl/fIYpaS

As a proud trade unionist and member of Unite, as well as a former practice
manager who spent fifteen years of my career before parliament in the NHS,
I fully supported their right to strike and stand in solidarity with them. I would
have liked to attend the North Middlesex Hospital picket, however my
Parliamentary commitments meant I could stand on the St Thomas Hospital
picket.

I am delighted by the news that we have won additional funding for Edmonton.
It is a huge win for Enfield Labour. This is a concrete economic development
opportunity for Edmonton residents; it has the potential to create 300 new
jobs for local people. In December, I went on-site with local councillors to visit
the Building Bloqs project. It was great to see such positive economic
development in our area and I am delighted this can be expanded. I want to
thank everyone at Enfield Council who have been working heard on negotiating
this deal for us.

Happy to announce EdmontonC.L.Pwill be hosting our Gala dinner for London's
Labour Mayoral candidate Sadiq Khan MP and AM for Enfield and Harringey
JoanneMcCartney . This event is open toallmembers, and your friends/family.
For more information on ticket prices, please call Cllr Ahmet Karahasan -
07944 595652, looking forward to welcoming you at our fantastic evening.



The artist taxi driver came to Parliament to interview me this
month, it was a good opportunity to speak with his young and
diverse online audience,

Full video here: http://goo.gl/KjHbW0

Online U.S website Refinery 29 came to Parliament to interview
me about women, race and politics. "Elected in May 2015 to the
north London constituency of Edmonton, Kate Osamor MP
doesn’t quite fit the “pale, male and stale” stereotype of British
politicians. Born and raised in London, Kate worked as a practice
manager in the NHS until early last year she was selected for her
local safe Labour seat..."

I rose to give a point of order On a point of order, Mr Speaker. During
Treasury questions, the Chancellor said that the shadow Chancellor
had lost his marbles, which I feel was unparliamentary. This comment
comes in theweekwhen theGovernment havebeenexposedas leaving
mental health services underfunded. I just wanted to put it on the
record that this comment goes to the heart of their callous attitude
towards vulnerable people.

Whilst I welcome the fact that the May 2015 election saw a record number of BME MPs elected, it is still clear that
we have a long way to go. We make up 6.3 per cent of the House of Commons, compared to 14 per cent of the
population at large. In contrast, BME communities remain overrepresented in terms of unemployment, low pay and
higher levels of poverty. Operation Black Vote works in terms of community engagement as well as in terms of
representation. I fully support this. BME communities are historically underrepresented in democratic election
processes. Increasing grassroots engagement in politics empowers individuals, politically educates them and is
essential if we are to make politics truly accessible. We may have more BME MPs than ever before in parliament
but the fact remains that the politics of austerity, including cuts to welfare, social housing and ESOL, is having a
disproportionate impact on BME communities, especially BME women. This is something I have sought to highlight
since I was elected an MP in May

On Holocaust Memorial
day I showed my continued
support by signing the
Holocaust Educational
Trust book of commitment

Listen to my Google hangout interview with
Globalnet21 talking about race, austerity and
social justice.

Full video here: http://goo.gl/zisAZ5



The Government’s record on housing is five years of failure. The level of home-ownership has fallen to the lowest rate
inagenerationandprivate rentshave reachedanall-timehigh. TheGovernmenthas failed todeliver anyplan for genuine
one-for-one, like-for-like replacement of council homes sold through the right-to-buy scheme, and ‘affordable rent’ is not
affordable to many families in Edmonton.

VOTING

• Housing and Planning Bill — Programme — 5 Jan 2016 at 20:50 - I voted against a proposed programme for the consideration of the
Housing and Planning Bill

• Housing and Planning Bill — Clause 2 — First Time Buyer Starter Home Discounts to Remain in Perpetuity — 5 Jan 2016 at 22:45 - I voted to
require the discount for those buying a starter home to be passed on to future buyers in perpetuity.

• Housing and Planning Bill — Clause 3 — Duty to Promote Other Types of Affordable Housing As Well as the Supply of Starter Homes in
England — 5 Jan 2016 at 22:58 - I voted to require English planning authorities to promote the supply of other types of affordable housing as well
as starter homes.

• Housing and Planning Bill — New Clause 57 — Marketing of New Homes to Local First Time Buyers — 5 Jan 2016 at 25:30 – I voted to give
local planning authorities the power to require a proportion of newly built homes be initially marketed exclusively to local first-time buyers.

• Opposition Day — Universal Credit Work Allowance — Decision to Cut — 6 Jan 2016 at 15:53 – I voted against cutting universal credit
benefits for many people in paid work

• Opposition Day — Flooding — Spending on Flood Defences — Review of Flood Policy — 6 Jan 2016 at 18:50 - I voted in favour of spending
£800 million per year on maintenance and strengthening of flood defences and in favour of an urgent, independent, public review of flood policy.

• Transitional Arrangements for those Negatively Affected by the Increase in the Female State Pension Age — 7 Jan 2016 at 14:45 - I for
transitional arrangements for those negatively affected by the increasing of the female state pension age from 60 to 65

• Housing and Planning Bill — Clause 89 — Phasing out of Tenancies for Life — 12 Jan 2016 at 14:45 – I voted to retain secure tenancies for
life.

• Housing and Planning Bill — Clause 61 — Requiement for Housing Associations to Replace Homes With Proceeds of Right to Buy Sales — 12
Jan 2016 at 14:45 – I voted to require Housing Associations selling property under the right to buy scheme to reinvest the proceeds in at least
one replacement affordable home.

• Housing and Planning Bill — Third Reading — 12 Jan 2016 at 18:51 – I voted against requiring those on high incomes living in social housing
to pay market rents; against funding right to buy style discounts for housing association tenants; against enabling the Secretary of State to require
local councils to sell expensive properties, perhaps using the revenue to fund new housing, and against other proposed changes to the law on
housing and planning.

• Opposition Day — Trade, Exports, Innovation and Productivity — Innovate UK Funding of Innovation — 13 Jan 2016 at 18:42 – I voted to
express concern about switching Innovate UK funding of innovation from grants to loans.

• Opposition Day — [16th Allotted Day] — Student Maintenance Grants — 19 Jan 2016 at 16:16- I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Opposition Day — [16th Allotted Day] — Student Maintenance Grants — Education (Student Support) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 — 19
Jan 2016 at 16:16 - I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Opposition Day — [16th Allotted Day] — Student Maintenance Grants — Cost of Public Transport — 19 Jan 2016 at 18:53 – I voted in the
minority (Aye).

• Psychoactive Substances Bill [Lords] — New Clause 1 — New Psychoactive Substances – Prevention and Education — 20 Jan 2016 at 16:15
– I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Psychoactive Substances Bill [Lords] — New Clause 2 — Breach of a premises notice — 20 Jan 2016 at 16:30 - I voted in the minority (Aye).

The Government plans to scrap maintenance grants for students from poorer backgrounds, replacing them with
additional loans. Thiswillmean that thepoorest40%of studentsgoing touniversity in Englandwill graduatewith debts
of up to £53,000 from a three-year course. It will impact on students studying at further education colleges, and will
especially affect those from BME and Muslim backgrounds, disabled learners, female students and older people. I
voted for theGovernment toabandon its policy on replacingmaintenancegrantswith loans for lower incomestudents
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• Psychoactive Substances Bill [Lords] — Schedule 1 — Exempted substances — 20 Jan 2016 at 16:49 – I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Childcare Bill [Lords] Bill — New Clause 1 — Evaluation of the implementation of the section 1 duty — 25 Jan 2016 at 18:00 - I voted in the
minority (Aye).

• Childcare Bill [Lords] Bill — New Clause 2 — Attainment and development of children — 25 Jan 2016 at 18:00 - I voted in the minority
(Aye).

• Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill [Lords] — New Clause 3 — Power to make representations — 26 Jan 2016 at 16:15 – I
voted in the minority (Aye).

• Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill [Lords] — Clause 1 — Official warnings by the Commission — 26 Jan 2016 at 16:15 - I
voted in the minority (Aye).

• Opposition Day — [17th Allotted Day] — Housing Benefit and Supported Housing — 27 Jan 2016 at 15:50 – I voted in the minority (Aye).

• Opposition Day — [17th Allotted Day] — Housing Benefit and Supported Housing — Prisons and Probation — 27 Jan 2016 at 18:51 – I
voted in the minority (Aye).

WRITTEN QUESTIONS / - DEBATES

If you would like to view my written questions and Early Day Motions, please visit my website to acquire up-to-date
versions of this material - www.kateosamor.co.uk

If you have a personal issue (i.e with housing,
immigration or benefits) book an appointment
at my office, between 10am and 1pm Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday; where my staff will
discuss your case further.


