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BIG LOTTERY FUNDING FOR NEW WORTLEY  

 

New Wortley Community As-
sociation’s dream of creating 
a multi-purpose new building 
is set to become a reality 
thanks to a £686,674 grant 
from the Big Lottery Fund and 
the expertise of Leeds  
Beckett University’s Project 
Office. 
 

This new investment, in addition to the £55,700 
awarded to the project last year, is a welcome boost 

for the centre which has been providing support and 
services to the local community since it opened its 
doors in 1982. Rachel said: 
 
"New Wortley Community Centre does exceptional 
work and the ‘Our Place’ initiative is all about bringing 
the community together to address local issues and 
improve the lives and opportunities for those living in 
the area. This funding will give them the tools they 
need to do even more, and I'm delighted to continue 
supporting Bill Graham and all involved." 

  

Rachel delivered a speech to 

Bloomberg last week, in which 

she detailed Labour's policies to 

make work pay.  

In the speech, Rachel argued 

that we should build an economy 

that rewards hard work through 

increasing the minimum wage, 

promoting the living wage and  

strengthening the regulation of 

zero-hours contracts. She said:  

"Our ambition must be to build an 
economy in which someone who 
is willing to put in the hours at 
work can support themselves 
and raise a family without having 
to rely on benefits to cover the 
rent." 

BLOOMBERG: MAKING WORK PAY 

EXERCISING YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE 
Rachel gave her support to      
National Voter Registration Week 
earlier this month. The drive to 
register voters saw 441,500 sign 
up between the 2nd and 8th of 
February, a world record!  
 
Rachel supported the campaign 
by encouraging students in Leeds 
and across West Yorkshire to  
register. She said:  

“In the last year almost one mil-
lion people have fallen off the 
Electoral Register.  
 
This is a direct consequence of 
the Government’s decision to ig-
nore warnings that rushing 
through new individual  
registration reforms would  
damage democracy.  So I was 
pleased to support National Voter 

Registration Week and make sure 
people have their voices heard 
this May.”  
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CHESS IN SCHOOLS 
Pupils from Stanningley and 

Whingate Primary Schools put 

their chess skills to the test 

when Rachel paid them a visit – 

taking on eight matches at the 

same time. 

Rachel visited the schools with 

the charity Chess in Schools, to 

raise awareness about the ben-

efits chess can have on 

educational attainment. Rachel 

was very impressed by the  

pupils in both schools.  

“It is a pleasure to support local 

schools teaching chess to  

children, and brushing up on 

my game at the same time!”  

“I am really pleased that 

six primary schools in Leeds 

West now teach chess. It helps 

to build problem solving and 

logic skills, and recent research 

has suggested that an hour of 

chess a week can improve 

maths results by 30 per cent.” 

 

RACHEL VISITS BURLEY ST MATTHIAS 
This month, Rachel also visited Burley St Matthias Church of Eng-

land Primary School. Rachel really enjoyed meeting all the pupils, 

she presented certificates at an assembly and then chatted to the 

pupils about politics and the role of an MP. 

Year 5 and 6 pupils had prepared some great questions for Rachel, 

they asked her what she would change about her job, and how it felt 

to be only the second woman to be an MP in Leeds. 

RACHEL  VISITS THE SCOUTS  
Rachel was invited to join the 

17th South West Leeds Scout 

Group which meets opposite St 

Bartholomew's Church in Armley. 

Rachel was speaking to the 

Scouts about the work of an MP 

and how the political system 

works to meet one of their 'Scout 

Challenges'. The Scouts had 

some really good questions for 

Rachel, and had a good  

discussion about issues which 

are important to them.  

They suggested more investment 

in sports facilities, not just for 

young people but for people of all 

ages, and raised  issues like pay 

and policing.  

Rachel said: "I always enjoy 

meeting young people and  

hearing their ideas about making 

Leeds West a better place to live. 

I hope I was able to give them 

some insight into the work of an 

MP." 


