
Motion passed by Sewell Branch meeting on Thursday 10 May 
2018: Marc Wadsworth 
 
This Branch /CLP notes: 
1. The expulsion of Marc Wadsworth from the Labour Party by decision 
of the National Constitutional Committee (NCC) of the Labour Party, 
meeting on 27 April 2018. 
2. That Marc Wadsworth had been suspended from the Labour Party in 
July 2016 following claims by Ruth Smeeth MP that, at the launch of the 
Chakrabarti Report on 30 June 2016, he was abusive to her in an 
antisemitic manner for alleging that she was “working hand in hand” with 
a reporter of the Daily Telegraph. 
3. That Marc Wadsworth was expelled under catch-all phrase of 
"bringing the Party into disrepute”. (Rule 2.1.8) 
4. That Marc Wadsworth is a veteran anti-racist campaigner and former 
chair of Labour Party Black Sections (1986–8). He founded the Anti-
Racist Alliance in 1991 and helped the parents of Stephen Lawrence set 
up their campaign for justice and introduced them to Nelson Mandela. 
5. That character statements in support of Marc Wadsworth were 
provided to the NCC by MPs Clive Lewis, Chris Williamson and Keith 
Vaz. 
  
This Branch/ CLP believes that 
1. Nothing that Marc Wadsworth did or said at the launch of the 
Chakrabarti Report was antisemitic. 
2. The decision to expel him is unjust. He was expelled under disciplinary 
procedures that had not been updated to incorporate the 
recommendations of the Chakrabarti Report, despite these being 
accepted by the National Executive Committee (NEC) in 2016. 
3. The Labour Party is neither institutionally antisemitic nor rife with 
antisemitism. In a membership of over 500.000 there will be some 
antisemitic or racist members, as the party reflects society. But there is 
no evidence that antisemitism is higher in the Labour Party than in 
society in general and some evidence that it may be lower. 
4. Cases like that of Marc Wadsworth seem to reflect the current climate 
in the Labour Party, whereby fallacious allegations of antisemitism have 
been and are being used by opponents of the current leadership, both 



 

within and without the Party, to discredit and smear the leadership and 
its supporters for political ends.  
  
This Branch/CLP calls on the Labour Party NEC 
1. To drop the charges against Marc Wadsworth and reinstate him. 
2. To immediately implement in full the recommendations of the 
Chakrabarti Report, and to ensure that any member accused of a breach 
of the rules must be regarded as innocent until proven guilty and be 
given all evidence submitted against them by their accuser. 
3. To continue to oppose racism and antisemitism wherever it appears 
and to call on all political parties to ensure their parties are also dealing 
with racism and antisemitism in their own membership.  
  

 

	


