
Heathfield 
Labour  
Our Heathfield Campaign Team Working for Local People  
Edition 1 - Delivered free of charge to your area  

Heathfield Campaign Team: Sergio, Ranjeev and Jan  

RESIDENTS RAISE 
CONCERNS ABOUT 
TURING HOUSE  
Standing room only at Labour's public 
meeting  

Heathfield residents and Labour campaigners, 
Ranjeev, Jan and Sergio, have spent several 
months knocking on the doors of local people. 
They've been overwhelmed by your concerns 
about the impact of Turing House School and the 
lack of local consultation. Labour's team recently 
called a long-overdue public meeting, so local 
people could find out more. Louise Regan, 
President of teaching union NEU-NUT, explained 
how the proposed Heathfield site could damage 
neighbouring schools if they found it difficult to 
maintain their pupil numbers as this could 
impact on their funding. As a free school, Turing 
can set its own admissions arrangements; in 
other areas, free school have low numbers of 
disadvantaged children. Residents' concerns 
about the proposed site included: 
 

• The use of MOL (protected land) for 
development 
• Lack of public transport and increasing traffic 
congestion causing danger to pedestrians, 
especially children walking to school 
• Health risks - Heathfield has the highest 
hospital admissions for asthma, heart disease 
and obesity; increased pollution would worsen 
the situation dramatically 
• Only 20% of places held for local children - with 
the rest for Fulwell and Teddington 
• Noise and air pollution – particularly if the 
additional facilities proposed (i.e. cycling tracks) 
are open during evenings and weekends 
• The impact on Twickenham School, already 
threatened by a new school at Richmond Upon 
Thames College. 
 
Labour's team is continuing the campaign by 
petitioning the council, writing letters to the 
Mayor and pressurising your councillors to 

declare their support for London to become a 
National Park City so that our green space can be 
protected. A residents' group is launching a 
campaign to win council support for a rethink. 
Please contact us if you'd like to join the group. 
 
 

''Heathfield residents shouldn't, and won't, be bullied into accepting 
this totally inappropriate site for Turing House.'' - Cllr Churchill  

UNIVERSAL CREDIT DEBACLE  
Labour's team supporting vulnerable residents  

With the Tory government hell bent on forcing through 
the switch to Universal Credit, many vulnerable local 
people will be left penniless for up to six weeks awaiting 
their first payment. Richmond's roll out is planned for 
January and Heathfield's Labour team feels strongly 
that those hardest hit need to be supported. We've 
teamed up with Thames Credit Union to distribute 
application forms and explain how credit unions (CUs) 
can help, starting with residents living in the Edgar Road 
estate. CUs are not-for-profit organisations offering 
credit at substantially lower interest rates which can 
also help you save. Contact us if you think a CU could 
help you.  

Campaigner Jan at Edgar Road distributing Credit Union leaflets  

Payment delay will lead to 
soaring demand from 
families this winter  
The Trussell Trust, the UK’s largest food bank 
network, says demand for its parcels in areas 
where full service Universal Credit is in operation 
has increased by an average of 30% since April, 
compared with 12% in sample areas not yet 
covered by the new benefit system. In addition, 
the Peabody Trust housing association believes 
around 41,000 children are living in households 
due to move on to Universal Credit from mid-
November, leaving parents struggling to afford 
seasonal goods and as basic living essentials.  

 For The Many Not The 
Few  

 



 

Conway Road clean-up  
Labour on litter 
watch  

Labour’s Heathfield 
Campaign Team lent a 
helping hand to 
residents of Conway 
Road last month after 
growing frustration 
with Richmond 
Council. Our listening 
campaign discovered 
years of refuse build-

up on the green verge 
backing on to the 
railway line – and local 
Tory and Lib Dem 
councillors unable (or 
unwilling!) to act. 
Perhaps it’s ‘out of 
sight, out of mind’, as 
Richmond Council 
again prioritises the 
posh parts of the 
borough.  

Campaigners Sergio and Ranjeev cleaning up  

Local Candidates - Working 
for Local people  
Your local Heathfield 
Labour team is working 
hard for residents, ending 
the two party (Tory/Lib 
Dem) stranglehold on 
power that has caused 
stagnation for the area. 
Our canvassing is revealing 
huge support for Labour in 
Heathfield as we build up 
to May 2018's council 
elections. Help us to gain a Labour presence 
on Richmond Council - our contact details are 
below.  

Jan Kilsby  
My family have lived in Richmond Upon 
Thames since 1904 and I have lived in the 
borough all my life. I love 
living in Heathfield. I care 
deeply about local issues, 
policing, the NHS, social 
care, schools, transport 
and housing. It infuriates 
me to see Heathfield left 
behind in one of the 
wealthiest boroughs in the 
UK. It's time to give 
Heathfield residents a real voice. Only by 
voting for us in May 2018 can we achieve 
this.  

Get in touch with us  
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Tory cuts spell disaster for 
local businesses  

Cuts to police 
budgets have 
been causing 
havoc for local 
businesses, as 
Heathfield’s 
Labour Campaign 
Team has been 
finding out. 

Shopkeepers tell 
us police are 
putting petty 
theft, caused in 
many cases by 
drug dependency, 
on the back 
burner, as they try 
desperately to 
balance their 
books. We believe 
this is a false 
economy.  

Raw deal for Heathfield 
council-tax payers...again!  

The recent council 
question time to 
discuss development 
and priorities in our 
area, saw an angry 
reaction to the 
derisory spending for 
Heathfield compared 
to Richmond's richer 
wards. Lack of 

development in our 
ward over recent 
years has meant 
virtually no money for 
the area from 
developers (CIL levy) 
through the 
undertaking of new 
build projects. 
Heathfield has more 
deprivation, sickness, 
elderly residents and 
youth challenges and 
we're urgently 
pressing the council to 
give us our fair share.  

Sergio Cortes Allsopp  
Heathfield is repeatedly ignored. Most 
residents will tell you as much. I have lived 
here my whole life. The 
library my parents took 
me to as a child was the 
only library in the borough 
to be closed. The Rec on 
which I grew up playing 
Sunday League football 
gets little investment, and 
we now face a new school 
in our backyard with no 
space for our kids, on top of cuts to our 
existing schools and Sure Start centres. We 
shouldn't accept this any longer.  

Ranjeev Walia  
I’m passionate about fighting for change in 
Heathfield, where I’ve lived since I was 12. I 
grew up playing on the 
Heathfield Rec, and using 
our make-shift library that’s 
now closed down. I believe 
that everyone should have 
access to the same 
opportunities. Heathfield 
residents definitely don’t 
get the same opportunities 
as others in the borough – 
we’re always last in the 
queue. It’s time the council gave us the 
attention we deserve. 

Fly tipping fiasco  
Where are your 
councillors?  

Heathfield resident 
Elaine, who lives on 
Hanworth Road, told 
us how the council 
were repeatedly 
ignoring her pleas to 
clear up fly-tipping 
next to her property. 
Labour’s local 
campaign team 

stepped in, forcing the 
Council to take action. 
When Elaine returned 
from her holiday she 
was delighted to see 
that the council had 
finally cleaned things 
up, and done the job 
we pay them to do.  
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