
 

 

 
9th March 2018 

 
Dear Paul Maynard MP 
  
I am writing to ask you to put the needs of some of your poorest constituents ahead of the 
interests of the Conservative Party on Tuesday (13th March) by voting down your 
Government’s plans to impose a limit on those families eligible for free school meals.  
 
Over 23,900 of Blackpool and Lancashire’s families need you to vote against these short 
sighted plans to ensure their children have a guaranteed meal whilst at school. For some of 
the poorest children that you represent, this is literally about whether they will go hungry or 
not. 
 
The Children’s Society estimates that voting for this measure could affect over a million 
children across the country. 
 
Imposing an income threshold on families currently receiving universal credit will not only 
potentially leave children without a hot meal, but the policy will create a cliff-edge, meaning 
some local parents could be better off either reducing their hours, or not taking additional 
hours or pay rises, because moving just above the income threshold would leave them worse 
off. This directly undermines your Government’s stated aim of Universal Credit, to make work 
pay. As does the additional proposed measure that would leave thousands of parents on low 
incomes unable to access free childcare.  
 
At a time when childcare costs are rising and wages are falling in real terms, this will put an 
incredible strain on working families who are struggling to make ends meet.  
 
I welcome that the Labour frontbench have been able to ensure these heartless plans will be 
brought to a binding vote. But now I ask you to play your part in protecting free school meals 
for the children in Blackpool and Lancashire’s that need them most, and the security of free 
childcare for parents able to work.   
  
Given the public interest in this issue I am releasing this letter to the media.  
  
I will look forward to your reply.  
  

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Chris Webb  


