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After many months of confusion, Theresa May finally set out a couple of weeks ago some of her position 
on Brexit. This was of course followed by the Supreme Court ruling that Parliament must have a say on the 
triggering of Article 50, and the promise of a White Paper setting out some of the terms of the negotiation 
process.
My priority will continue to be to fight for the best deal for Britain, and I’ll be supporting my Westminster 
colleagues to make sensible and practical amendments to the Bill. 
Thank you to all of my consituents who have been in touch over recent months to support my work and to 
ask questions about the Brexit process.  

Triggering Article 50 - more democracy needed!
The Supreme Court decision on the need for the UK Parliament to vote on the triggering of Article 50 – the 
formal notice of our intention to leave the EU – was a welcome statement of the need for more democracy 
in the Brexit process.  However, it will not mean overturning the result of the referendum.  It is clear that a 
large majority of MPs will vote in favour of Article 50 in order to reflect the will of the people following the 
Referendum. However, the need for the Bill to get through Parliament and the opportunity for MPs to make 
amendments means that there is considerable scope for changes to the Brexit model laid out by Theresa 
May in her recent speech. I’ll be working with Labour MEPs and MPs to try to ensure that there are clear 
statements setting out our desire for employment rights, health and safety protections and environmental 
standards to remain, that EU citizens living in the UK have the right to remain here, that we have a sensible 
trade relationship with the EU following Brexit and that we prevent Brexit being used as an excuse to make 
Britain a bargain-basement tax haven.
We will fight to make sure that the overwhelming principle behind the negotiations is getting the best deal 
for Britain.  Find out more on my Brexit Blog.

Science and Technology update
Theresa May’s speech demonstrated the lack of attention science and technology are receiving in the Brexit 
debate. The one sentence May included in her speech on science was very weak: “We will also welcome 
agreement to continue to collaborate with our European Partners on major science research.” We need 
much stronger action to ensure that our vital research communities are properly funded and that scientists 
are allowed to travel freely. 
I’m delighted that over 200 people have now signed up to the Oxfordshire Science Declaration that I 
launched before Christmas. It is vital that we protect our leading high-tech regions and cushion them from 
the inevitable impacts of Brexit. 
My team and I are considering how we can do the same right across the South East.

If you would like to support and share the Oxfordshire Science Declaration on social media accounts you 
can find the link here.

If you want to take action to combat hate crime and discrimination in your area, take a 
look at the resources on my website: http://www.anneliesedoddsmep.uk/stopping_
hate_crimes
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Active in Britain and Brussels

Fighting for Fairer Tax

As the Labour MEP spokesperson on tax, I have worked hard to improve the 
EU’s measures to combat tax dodging and money laundering. The EU has 
been the most active organisation at holding big business to account, with 
the recent record £11bn demand in back taxes from Apple showing how 
seriously we take the issue.

 I’ll be pushing the UK government to reveal how they will be able to hold 
large international companies like Apple, Google and Starbucks to account 
once we leave, and don’t have the supranational reach of a body like the 
EU. 

    We have been hearing evidence from a wide range of people and I’m
 determined to ensure that the UK doesn’t become a tax haven following 
Brexit. We also need to do more to stop money laundering, where criminals use opaque financial systems 
to hide ill-gotten gains.
The Parliament’s ‘Panama Papers’ committee, which I sit on, has been 
investigating how these systems can be reformed. One key measure is to 
improve transparency by forcing companies and trusts to come clean about 
who really owns them. The UK government lobbied against this kind of 
transparency, until it was revealed that a number of key Conservative
politicians had used offshore trusts themselves. 
I was delighted to meet with young campaigners from the ONE campaign 
who are joining my call - and that of the EU Socialist group- for a
publicly-available register which shows who genuinely owns different
companies and trusts. We need this kind of information to be open to 
everyone if we’re really going to be able to stamp out tax dodging and 
money laundering for good.

Fighting for Human Rights

I was horrified when I read that an appeals court in Iran upheld 
the 5 year prison sentence for British NGO worker and mother 
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, despite not revealing what the charges 
are against her. Nazanin was denied a fair trial: the first time she 
was allowed to speak to a lawyer was on day 130 of her detention 
and only 3 days before her trial. This is why I spoke recently at a 
high-level meeting on “Human rights in Iran” in the European
Parliament and argued that we should use every possible
opportunity to call for Nazanin’s release so that she can be reu-
nited with her family. The European Parliament, the UN Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention
and Amnesty International are all calling for Nazanin to be released immediately.
You can read more about her case and what I have done to support Nazanin here:
http://www.anneliesedoddsmep.uk/anneliese_dodds_urges_eu_to_press_for_british_citizen_s_release_
from_iranian_prison
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Follow        @AnnelieseDodds

Helping constituents
Unlike UKIP MEPs, I am working hard across our whole region and in 
the European Parliament on the issues constituents tell me matter 
most to them.

So far this calendar year, I have responded to over 560 constituents’ 
letters and emails on a wide range of casework and policy issues with 
88% rating these replies as very good or excellent.

The word cloud highlights some of the issues recently raised with me:

Campaigning for Labour

On your side

#LabourDoorstep

I am regularly out on the doorstep across our region speaking with 
South East residents and campaigning for Labour. I’ve recently been 
campaigning on the NHS campaign days and will be supporting Labour’s 
by-election candidates over the next few weeks. If you’re able to help 
campaign for Labour then please let me know and I will put you in touch 
with your local Labour campaign team.

I am also very keen to support as many Labour South East fundraisers 
and events as possible, and will be at the South East Regional Conference 
this month.  If you would like me to support your Labour Party fundraiser 
then please get in touch. 

You can contact me about issues relating to my work as your Labour MEP for the South East via 
Contact@AnnelieseDoddsMEP.uk. For Labour party issues please email AnnelieseJDodds@Gmail.com.
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Railway privatisation plans     

Like        www.Facebook.com/AnnelieseDoddsMEP

Keeping in touch

Watch        www.YouTube.com/AnnelieseDoddsMEP
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