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Jim Ellis - Hillmorton
Friends of East Rugby Group

The Friends of East Rugby Group is an open community 
meeting for concerned residents. It is not party political - 
but a genuine open community meeting with the intent 
of working towards the best outcomes for our community. 
Hillmorton resident Barbara Brown said, “Our existing 
services & roads are stressed. Good infrastructure must be 
in place before new builds apply even more pressure.”  The 
group meets again at 7.15 : first Tuesday of the month at 
Hillmorton Ex-Service man’s Club.  

Thank you Hillmorton Residents! While the result was in not 
in my favour - the quantity of votes for my candidacy was 
startling!  The last few months has been an interesting, tiring, 
exciting time.  It’s been one where I have had the absolute 
privilege to be granted an opportunity to walk the entire 
community - knock on your door, introduce myself and have 
a chat as I worked my way round Hillmorton - and while 
knocking every door, respect for Hillmorton and its residents 
grew.  

I was impressed by the number who cared to discuss 
community issues and some people even invited me into 
their homes to do so.

I genuinely thank you for the warm reception you gave me 
- regardless of whether you voted for me or not.  It’s not 
important - what is important is that we all work to make 
our community the best place in Britain to live, work and bring 
up our children.  This thanks includes traditional Labour 
voters for whom I’ve the utmost respect; and extends to 
the ‘thinking’ Tories, Greens, Liberals and Independents who 
pushed and cajoled me for an answer or an argument and 
had the grace to reconsider their vote.

So - a huge thanks to the people who turned up to vote or 
help with the last push across the Hillmorton Community 
on May 5th.   You sent a message.  We need people to talk - 
we need ideas - and we need to act.  I will be facilitating my 
community moving forward regardless.  

Best Regards!
Jim Ellis, 
Labour Party Candidate for Hillmorton Ward

Jim Ellis - offering personal thanks for your efforts as a community...

RUGBY

Dear Paddox residents! It was a special privilege to be given 
the opportunity to represent you in the local council election 
for 2016.  I know I was not able to speak with as many of you 
as I would have liked - but I hope to be able to do so more in 
the coming year.  I have been able to learn so much about our 
area and hope to be able to employ this as an active member 
of our community.  I will of course be attending the Friends of 
Rugby East meetings,

One point I would be keen to express is for residents to: “Shop 
Local” and support businesses in the area so local people have 
local jobs. Communities prosper if local business is supported. 
Also, Please support the Junior Doctors in anyway you can; 
their tireless dedication, commitment and compassion for 
patients knows no bounds. Our NHS is a gift that is envied 
thoughout the world. These are people who only in exceptional 
circumstance resort to strike action. Thank you for your kind 
support and votes.

Kind Regards 
Janine O’Brien, Labour Party Candidate for Paddox Ward

Janine O’Brien - Paddox

Janine - running a charity event...
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Upcoming Events
Rugby East Branch meets every Last Wednesday of the 

Month 7.30pm at Ex-Servicemans Club Hillmorton.
Please see our Facebook page for details. 

Feedback

There has been a lot of concern amongst parents regarding  
schools being turned into academies.  This is a £1.3 billion 
admin expense that wasn’t in the Tory manifesto - at a time 
when our councils are struggling to keep essential services 
running without savage cuts. 

It seemed after pressure from parents and the local elections 
where people sent an amazing message on the 5th May 
(thank you) that the issue had gone into U turn.  
However, its not that simple: Academies, whilst now not 
compulsory, have not U turned: Nicky Morgan is still committed 
to conversion by 2022. 

Turning schools into Academies is no basis for a successful, 
modern education system. The Conservative Government’s 
cuts made it impossible for Warwickshire to keep its schools’ 
place-planning specialist services. These have been replaced 
with a free-for-all without much robust planning at all. Some 
of our Year 6 children are faced with the sad and worrying 
prospect of spending their first day in secondary education 
this September in a Free School that isn’t built yet.  To us, 
this is significantly more important than whether schools are 
Academies, Free Schools or something else.  Our children 
need this Government to honour their responsibilities to 
them and not provide rushed solutions.

There is no evidence that one administrative system is better 
than another - a good school is about great teaching 
practice. What is certain is that parents, local people and 
councils will be removed from the school decision making 
processes and the schools run by uncoordinated trusts.  

Acadamies U Turn - too little too late

Fly Tipping

There have been several comments from residents regarding 
fly tipping. The council offers a bulky waste collection 
service:  

You can call the team direct between 9am and 5pm,  
Monday to Friday, on (01788) 533332 or go online at:  
https://www.rugby.gov.uk/info/20006/household_
waste/18/bulky_waste_collection_service

Steve Weston - Eastlands

Dear Eastlands friends, it was a great honour to represent 
you in the local council election. Despite the fact that I wasn’t 
elected I was very encouraged to see that many people are 
now acknowledging the damage that this cruel government 
is inflicting on the average men and women in society.  Even 
though Eastlands is a very large ward, it has a real sense 
of community about it which is one of the reasons I love 
campaigning here. 

I know I was not able to speak with as many of you as I would 
have liked but hope to able to do so more in the coming year. 
I will of course be attending the Friends of Rugby East 
meetings, a non political group set up to ensure we 
endeavour to get the best facilities and infrastructure from 
the new development at the site of the old radio masts.

On Friday I spent most of the day in Walsgrave hospital and 
was amazed at the dedication, commitment and compassion 
that our junior doctors show to us every single day.  Our NHS 
is a valued institution and I know from personal experience 
that if it were not for them, I would not be here today.  I urge 
you all, please support them in any way you can.  Thank you 
once again for your kind support and votes.

Best Regards,
Steve Weston, Labour Party Candidate for Eastlands Ward

Steve Weston - playing guitar at a gig with his band


