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Maggie O’Rourke - Benn Technology Drive: Parking

It’s now some time since the 7.5 tonne axle limit was 
introduced on Boughton Road, when Technology Drive was 
confirmed as the official commercial route. However, it’s 
been hard for the police to enforce it due to indiscriminate 
parking.

The parking has made Technology Drive so narrow that 
large vehicles travelling both ways cannot pass each other 
and are forced along the “illegal” route of Boughton Road.

The answer is to ensure its illegal to park on Technology 
Drive.

St. Modwen Homes have been very supportive and want 
waiting restrictions in place. It takes time for the Council to 
agree enforceable yellow lines on an unadopted road due 
to process. Residents have now had a 6 week consultation 
and a week for that decision to be called in.

It now has to be publicised locally for 3 weeks, next the 
Legal Dept. seals the order (2 more weeks), and after this 
works can be carried out. We aim for completion end of 
next month.

At the moment, we’ve got contractors working in Mill 
Road to place “No waiting” bollards along both sides of 
Technology Drive to make it wide enough. It still displaces 
traffic so it’s not perfect and there are still delays. 
Roll on the end of July.

Dear Benn Ward residents, I am so grateful to everyone 
in Benn Ward who cast their vote for Labour on May 5th.  I 
know that it’s easy to be disillusioned with politics and forget 
that 100 years ago, most of us would not have had a vote at 
all. If you found the time to cast your vote, thank you.

I am honoured to be granted your permission to represent 
Benn Ward.  The borough council is trying to cope with far 
less money it needs to carry out is responsibilities.  These 
complex cuts stem from Government. Regardless, I am 
determined I will fight for our community with as much 
passion as I have done in the past.

If you need Cllr assistance, I am only an Email or ‘phone call 
away. I can be contacted on  07710679355 or Email: 
Maggie.orourke25@googlemail,com
Maggie O’Rourke - Labour Councillor for Benn Ward

Maggie - offering personal thanks for your efforts as a community...

RUGBY

Upcoming Events

Rugby Labour members meet every 1st Monday of the 
Month 7.30pm at Indian Club, Edward Street.

Please see our Facebook page for details. 

Feedback

Avon Valley School children now have a safe crossing over 
the Western Relief Road - thanks to Local Councillors Mary 
Webb, Alan Webb & Maggie O’Rouke creatively combining 
budgets to fund a puffin crossing.

Alan Webb said “The whole highway safety budget for 
Warwickshire covering five districts the size of Rugby 
amounts to £2M and is spread between 62 councillors, each 
allotted £32,258. A puffin crossing costs £65,000”

Mary Webb added “Even if Alan and I put both our budgets 
together, there wouldn’t have been enough. We had to think 
outside the box.”

Maggie O’Rouke agreed “Although the school is in 
Brownsover division, lots of children from New Bilton attend 
and have to get there on foot. It’s wonderful that the three of 
us were so positive and supportive.”

AVS Kids get crossing!
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PLANS to revamp Millennium Green have gathered pace 
securing a £45,000 grant!

Benn’s Friends, working in partnership with Council & Ward 
Cllrs, have been awarded the grant by SITA Trust to improve 
Craven Roads play area. New equipment includes: swings, 
roundabout, see-saw & slide, with landscaping work to 
improve park access.

The town’s edible gardening project will expand; allowing 
residents to grow fruit & vegetables in community plots in 
partnership with Rugby Edible Action Partnership (REAP).  
The raised beds are funded with £1,500 from Warks County 
Council’s Councillor grants fund.

A £10,000 grant from the Government’s Pocket Parks 
programme in March was awarded by the Department for 
Communities & Local Government to create a new mini 
multi-use games area at Millennium Green, complete with 
basketball and football facilities.

Amber Merrick-Potter, secretary of Benn’s Friends, 
said: “We’re delighted work has started on a fantastic 
refurbishment of Millennium Green. It has been a real 
community effort, with Benn’s Friends working with Rugby 
Borough Council’s parks team, the Benn Partnership Centre 
and ward Councillors Maggie O’Rourke and Alan Webb. 
Three years ago this was just a community dream and we’re 
overjoyed at what has been achieved.”

Cllr Maggie O’Rourke said: “This has been a community-led 
initiative, with a range of different partners working together 
to achieve a wonderful community facility for local residents 
and their children.”

County Councillor Alan Webb said: “This vital green area 
in the heart of Benn is a treasure. Benn’s Friends saw that 
the Green was beginning to fall into disrepair and misuse. 
They showed enough community care to change all 
that. They have worked enormously hard with their local 
representatives and partners to turn it around. ‘Where there’s 
a will there’s a way’ and Benn’s Friends certainly had the will. 
I’m proud of them all.”

The council will rename the park Whistance Millennium 
Green, in memory of the late ward Cllr Brian Whistance who 
created the park initially.

Millennium Green improvements have started and are set 
to be completed by end June.

Millennium Green Success!

Kieren Brown
Newbold & Brownsover

To the voters of Newbold and Brownsover - Thank you! 

I am so honoured to have been elected as the new Borough 
Councillor for Newbold and Brownsover on Rugby Borough 
Council. The ward faces a number of key challenges, from 
high levels of social and economic deprivation, to fears over 
high levels of traffic and development. 

There is also the need to ensure that local services are 
protected from government cuts.  I will work with my fellow 
Labour Councillors in the area to make sure that the streets 
of Newbold and Brownsover are clean, green and safe for 
all residents. No one should have to live in fear of anti-
social behaviour.  I will also be a representative for all of the 
community, regardless of whether you voted for me or not. 

I would just like to take this opportunity to pay tribute not 
only to the people of Newbold and Brownsover for this 
fantastic opportunity but to all of my fellow Labour activists 
and friends who worked so hard during the campaign. I will 
not let you down. 

Kindest regards, 

Kieren Brown 
Rugby Borough Councillor for Newbold and Brownsover

Kieren - offering personal thanks for your efforts as a community...

Cllrs Alan and Maggie proud to work alongside the wonderful Benns Friends 
on the soon to be named: Whistance Millennium Green, Benn


