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Welcome
Following some very helpful feedback, I

present a smaller and - I hope - sharper eMagazine this month.

As always, do get in touch if you have any comments, criticisms or
suggestions.

ian@ianmurraymp.co.uk

0131 662 4520OPEN Constituency Office
31 Minto Street
Edinburgh
EH9 2BT

www.ianmurraymp.co.uk

twitter.com/ianmurraymp

@
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Regular readers will recall the
piece in last month’s edition
about the proposed closure of
Strathearn Road Sorting Office.
 Earlier this month, I was
informed by the Royal Mail that,
following the excellent
representations made by local
residents, they have decided not
to take forward their proposals
for its closure and will therefore
not relocate the services to
either Bridgend or Slateford Road
branches.

This result would not have
been possible without the
fantastic work of the Grange
Association, their members and
concerned local residents.  Our
campaign put forward a
convincing case that the sorting
office provides a treasured
service for local people,
especially the elderly, disabled
and many who are unable to
receive parcels during the
working day.

The Royal Mail has said
that, following their scoping
exercise, they will not be taking
the closure forward for “the
foreseeable future”. I had been
pressing the Royal Mail to put in
place a number of steps should
the sorting office close but these
are now not necessary.

Our campaign shows what
can be achieved when the voices
of local residents are listened to.
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A  'Kickpitch/Ballcourt' has been
installed  in the Gilmerton
Dykes  area as part of the local
Neighbourhood Environmental
Programme.

The facility has been
installed in the Middlefield which
is a grass area surrounded by

houses in Gilmerton Dykes
Crescent and Gilmerton Dykes
Gardens.

The facility is already being
used by the local young people
and I was delighted to attend its
Grand Opening. It was not just
about the opening, however.  I

had to take a turn in goals trying
to save the penalties of the young
people.

It’s a superb facility for
local people and I hope it is well
used.  Well done to all at the local
South Office in Captain’s Road for
pulling it all together.



Many of you will know of someone
who has used the services of Marie
Curie. They have recently completed a
major refurbishment at their centre on
Frogston Road.  I was shown around the
new facilities and chatted to staff and
patients.  The official opening took place
on April 17th.

What is clear is the absolutely
crucial service they provide to both
patients and their families.  The staff are
remarkable and, on the day I visited,
were preparing for their annual Daffodil
appeal (dressing up as daffodils no less).
I joined them in their new Reception with
my contribution to the fundraising
efforts.

Thank you for all you do.
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I was saddened by the
death of Tom Buchanan last

month, who was SNP Councillor for
Liberton and Gilmerton from 2007.

Having been diagnosed with a brain tumour in
March 2011, he underwent surgery at the Western

General and, with much strength and determination,
he successfully stood for re-election at the Council

elections last May.

We worked closely, both during my time as a Councillor
and since my election to Parliament in 2010.  I recall
Tom going all the way back to when he was a local

activist on the Liberton Community Council.

All our sympathies and thoughts go to his wife
Evelyn and the SNP Group in Edinburgh.



The community in Liberton and Gilmerton
lost a doughty campaigner following the
passing of Betty Wallace.

I worked closely with Betty on a number
of local issues.  She was always championing
the cause of local people in Gilmerton and
especially the community centre.

I attended her funeral at Mortonhall last
month and it struck me how formidable she
actually was as a senior member of the trade
union movement with a passion for fairness.

She will be sadly missed by all the
community. My sympathies go out to her two
sons and everyone who knew her.

6

Over the last few years the Alnwickhill
Proprietors Association (APA) has gone from
strength to strength.  The APA represents
everyone who lives in the Alnwickhill and
Howdenhall estate and looks after all the
common land that was transferred to their
ownership. There are a large number of
residents’ associations across the constituency
and I’m always delighted to support their work.

The Committee, led by Louise Wrightson,
work tirelessly on a voluntary basis on behalf of
all residents and have singlehandedly turned
the APA around.

I thoroughly enjoyed the AGM and I’m
sure all the residents are hugely grateful to the
APA Committee for all they do.  Thank you and
see you at next year’s AGM!

Visit the Alnwickhill Proprietors
Association website
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Liberton High School invited me to
assist in the planting of 36 trees at
the school to create a new orchard.

The Headteacher, Mr Kelly, the
staff, the local environmental transition
team, the Green Space Trust and, of
course, the participating pupils deserve
tremendous credit for putting this
innovative scheme together.

This is part of an overall strategy
to transform underused areas on the
school grounds into valuable green
spaces with trees, plants, small
allotment plots and flowers.

Well done to Ms Landis for
organising as well.  I look forward to
returning to the school at a future date
to taste the produce from the fruit trees.
Homemade apple pie anyone?

Visit the Liberton High
School website
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The Royal Society run an
annual pairing scheme for
MPs to join up with an
academic and shadow each
other for a number of days.

I had the pleasure of
pairing with Dr Vivian Scott
from the University of
Edinburgh.  Dr Scott is a
scientist who specialises in
Carbon Capture and Storage
(CCS) technology.

Dr Scott spent a week
with me at Westminster
where he got a flavour of the
role of an MP and also spent
some time seeing how
scientific and public policy is
created and developed.

I also spent a day with
him and his colleagues at
King’s Buildings learning more
about the science and
technology behind CCS.  It was
an enlightening exchange.  I’m

now far more knowledgeable
about CCS and also the issues
around research and
development at the University
of Edinburgh.

Thank you to the Royal
Society, Dr Vivian Scott and
the rest of the CCS team and
the University of Edinburgh.
Dr Scott isn't pictured below
as he was helpfully taking the
photo!
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Diverse + City = Diversecity.
The pupils and staff at
James Gillespie’s High
School put on a wonderful
‘Diversecity’ show at the
school last month to an
adoring audience.

Around 200 pupils
have worked tirelessly over
the previous few weeks to
organise a packed show of
singing, dancing and
instrument-playing.  The
school certainly has some
superbly talented students.

Diversecity is a
student-led production which
has been performed in its
current format at the School
every year for fourteen
years.  All the money raised
goes towards supporting
learners at Zwelibanzi and
Dloko High Schools in South
Africa.

Congratulations to
Headteacher  Mr Macdonald,
staff, pupils and parents - I
had a fantastic night, and
especially enjoyed the “dead
unicorn” comedy sketch.

Congratulations to
local Eco packaging pioneers

 who recently won two
major prizes in one week, winning the

Queen’s Awards for Enterprise in Sustainable
Development and scooping the £10,000 top

prize in The FSB Streamline UK Business Awards!

These extremely competitive awards commend the
high-growth Edinburgh firm for developing

innovative zero-waste foodservice packaging,
promoting sustainability and reducing landfill waste
in the catering and hospitality sector. To celebrate,

the SME has designed its own original Vegware
tartan, and announced its expansion into
Australia, and the tripling of its Edinburgh

office space to support UK and
international growth.

Shhhh!  The mobile library service is a city
wide service providing library services to
areas that do not have easy access to
branch libraries.  There are five large vehicle
libraries operating the service throughout
the year, with some 76 stops on a weekly
schedule for two of the mobile libraries.

One vehicle in the fleet brings library
services directly to sheltered housing sites
with over 30 of these locations being visited
on a four weekly timetable. A dedicated
children’s Book Bus visits 29 schools, special
schools and nursery locations on a three
week rotation.

Each of the four general libraries and
the Book Bus carry some 3000 books -
fiction and non-fiction - in ordinary and large
print.  Audio cassettes and CDs are also
available.

Membership is open to anyone in the
City of Edinburgh. Joining is a very simple
process of completing a name and address
form. In most cases new readers may borrow
books right away from the mobile libraries.

Existing users of branch libraries who
already have membership may also use the
mobile library services and they may return
their branch books at the mobile libraries.

Regular users of the mobile libraries
have the opportunity to browse for library
items within their own local area. As with
any branch library location, readers may
make reservations for any book, audio, CD
story, music or DVD item for collection at the
next library visit.  Further information:

0131 529 5151

george.mackenzie@edinburgh.gov.uk@
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Edinburgh has been crowned
one of the UK’s top eTowns in
e-commerce by Google.  I was
delighted to accept the award on
behalf of the city earlier last
month.  The Google eTown
Awards are designed to recognise
those towns whose businesses
are most actively embracing the
web, and at a time when the
internet is spurring economic
growth, Edinburgh has won
second place.

The award builds on the
recent success of Edinburgh’s
small businesses in 2012, in part
due to extra tourism during the
Olympics.  According to the latest

ONS statistics the town’s vibrant
economy has seen a 23%
increase in the number of
businesses starting up over the
past five years despite the
economic downturn.  It is clear
that many of those are taking
advantage of the internet
economy.

To provide a snapshot of
this vital economic activity,
Google worked with Ipsos MORI
to break the UK into its 12
regions and analysed the online
strength of local businesses
across 1 300 towns. Those towns
with the highest scores in each

region were awarded eTown
status.

Edinburgh is proud of its
Google eTown award and I am
delighted to represent an area
that has truly embraced the
internet to help their local
businesses to flourish. The
internet is going to play a key role
in Edinburgh's economic growth,
helping local businesses and
entrepreneurs thrive, and
contributing overall to the wider
British economy. I hope this
award encourages other local
businesses to use the internet to
grow.
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ast month’s Budget confirmed that
Government is failing our economy.  Growth
is down, borrowing is up and families are
paying the price.

The jobs crisis has just deepened further
according to new figures, and with prices rising
faster than wages it’s no surprise that the
Government’s own budget watchdog, the Office for
Budget Responsibility, confirmed that by 2015
people will be worse off than they were in 2010.

And in the face of all that, and the growing
chorus for change, David Cameron and George
Osborne gave us a more of the same Budget – no
change on  anything important and the green light
for a tax cut for those who need it least - millionaires.

What we needed was a change of direction
and bold action to kickstart our flatlining economy
and give real help to families on middle and low
incomes – not more of the same failing policies.

It is clear David Cameron and George
Osborne’s economic plan has completely failed.
Families, pensioners and businesses are paying the
price for their failure. Britain deserves better than
this.

The start of April saw millionaires getting an
average £100,000 tax cut - at the same time as
working people on modest incomes saw their tax
credits cut.  By asking millions to pay more while
millionaires pay less, this Government aren't sharing
the burden on those with the broadest shoulders.

The Bedroom tax has also begun.  Hundreds of
people in Edinburgh South constituency have signed
Edinburgh Labour’s petition on the subject.

The bedroom tax – or as the Government call
it “an under occupancy charge” - will hit thousands
of families across our city and over 600 in Edinburgh
South alone.  I’ve been calling on the UK Government
to scrap the bedroom tax, as it is an unfair attack on
our neighbours, won’t solve our city’s housing
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problems, and will inevitably increase poverty and
homelessness in Edinburgh and across the UK.

There has been one piece of good news in
recent weeks: the City of Edinburgh Council is
moving towards a ‘no-eviction policy’ for council
tenants affected by the bedroom tax. That means,
where a person gets into arrears due to the bedroom
tax, and the council are satisfied that this would not
be the case if it were not for the bedroom tax, the
council will not evict tenants.

This will go some way to helping those
affected, but it will still mean arrears and hardship
for thousands of families while those in Housing
Association properties are not affected by this
change.  That is why I will continue to call on the
Scottish Government to do what it can with its
powers to prevent evictions and protect Scotland’s
families from the worst effects of this tax.  I will also
continue to pressure the Scottish Government to
reverse their savage cuts to the affordable housing
budget that is ultimately causing a shortage of
social housing and sending more and more residents
to the privately rented sector.  This is pushing up the
housing benefit bill and causing untold hardship to
ordinary working people.

Unless we ease the squeeze on middle and
low income families, we won’t get the economy out
of the terrible mess this Government has made.

Syria PMQs
I asked the Prime

Minister about his decision
to give a tax cut to
millionaires.  Click the

play button:

Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs

Questions
I asked a question to the

Secretary of State about the
adulteration of food.  Click

the play button:
DWP

Questions
I asked the Minister for

Pensions about the
unfairness of the proposed

changes to womens' pensions.
Click the play button:



I became a ‘Citizen Scientist’ last month to help
Cancer Research UK fight cancer.

I spent five minutes taking a turn on the
new Cell SliderTM website, which could help the
charity to bring forward the day when all cancers
are cured.

With just a few minutes and a few clicks of
the mouse, Cell SliderTM is the first ever
interactive website to turn real archive cancer
data into a format that can be analysed by the
public.

It presents real images of tumour samples
in the form of a simple game of snap. Users are
guided through a tutorial explaining which cells to
analyse and which ones to ignore.

That’s why Cancer Research UK has
launched www.cellslider.net to help accelerate
groundbreaking research.  By getting the public to
become ‘citizen scientists’, more samples will be
analysed faster and more effectively, freeing up
Cancer Research UK’s experts to carry out other
cancer research. More than half a million images
have already been analysed.

Cell SliderTM comes as predictions show
that the number of people with cancer in the UK is
set to rise steeply by 2030. Every year, around
29,400 people in Scotland are diagnosed with
cancer.

The program is so easy to use, meaning
everyone can play their part in helping to beat
cancer from the comfort of their own homes.By
boosting the UK’s ability to analyse data quickly
with the help of ‘Citizen Scientists’, Cancer
Research UK’s world-class research teams will be
able to develop better ways to prevent, control
and cure the disease and help save many more
lives.

As the lights went out for this year’s Earth Hour on
23 March, people showed their support for energy
that works with the power of nature, not against
it.

In the UK, we are consuming three times our
fair share of the planet’s natural resources.  Our
reliance on high carbon fossil fuels like coal, oil and
gas is overheating the atmosphere and affecting
the climate.  The future of our planet relies on us
moving away from unsustainable energy sources
and on to renewable energy.

WWF’s Earth Hour is a simple idea that
brings together millions of people across the globe
who all care about one thing – our planet.    In the
UK, our energy system needs to change and I want
wind, wave and solar power to be part of the
future.  If we are serious about shaping a better
future for generations to come, we need to act now.

Last year over 7 million people in the UK
took part in WWF’s Earth Hour.  This unique global
phenomenon encourages every corner of the
globe to switch off for one hour and includes iconic
landmarks such as The Houses of Parliament, the
Sydney Opera House and the Taj Mahal.

13WESTMINSTER

and cure the disease and help save many more
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A chorus of “Champioones....champioones!”
rang loud in front of the Houses of
Parliament as the MP Team won the annual
Parliamentary Pancake Race for the second
year running.  The MPs defeated our rivals in
the journalist and Lords teams.  Now in its

16th year, the annual Pancake Race, which
raises money for the charity Rehab (UK),
sees teams of politicians and journalists
racing in a circuit whilst tossing pancakes in
frying pans.
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I met with mem-
bers from the IF cam-

paign.  There has been real
progress in recent years in ad-

dressing global poverty, fighting
diseases such as HIV, malaria and TB

and in helping more children in the de-
veloping world to go to school and ac-

cess basic healthcare.

The UK has a real opportunity to pur-
sue this further as President of the

G8 in 2013 and I know that the
IF campaign has called for

the Government to do
precisely this.

I have pledged to support the swift implementation
of a Prostate Cancer UK initiative in Scotland to help
men with prostate cancer receive the best possible
care and support, regardless of where they live.

In a bid to help stamp out these inequalities,
Prostate Cancer UK has produced a Quality Checklist to
be used as a best practice guide for men and clinicians.
The checklist sets out 15 national standards for care
and support that men with prostate cancer should
expect and demand, from the point of their diagnosis
through to the end of their life.

Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in
men in the UK, and is set to be the most common cancer
overall by 2030. It is incredibly important that we do all
we can to ensure all men with the disease get the care
and support they need. I am therefore delighted to
endorse Prostate Cancer UK’s Quality Checklist.  It is
vital that every man with prostate cancer has access to
the world class information, care and support he needs
and deserves if we are to help men have a better quality
of life in the future.

The charity is working closely with men and their
families, healthcare providers, politicians and health
professionals to ensure that the checklist is adopted
and implemented throughout the UK.and implemented throughout the UK.
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ne of the economy’s most urgent needs to
embed recovery is to increase confidence
in business and their customers. In order
for a strong and sustainable recovery to

really take hold, we need some good news to build
momentum. Businesses need to know customers
will keep coming through the door; customers must
be confident to spend.

Scotland fortunately has some good news.
The latest SME Finance Monitor – the most
authoritative study of small and medium-sized
enterprises’ attitudes to borrowing – indicates that
SMEs in Scotland are more likely to be profitable
than the UK average (68 per cent in Scotland,
against 65 per cent UK-wide). Roughly three-
quarters of Scottish SMEs are content not to seek
finance, but for those that do 80 per cent of
overdraft applicants are successful while 75 per
cent of loan applicant have successfully obtained
their loan (a higher proportion than the UK-wide 63
per cent). The average loan is around £15,000; the
average overdraft is typically less than £5,000.

Yet confidence in the economic recovery is
still low. Although the proportion of successful
borrowing applications remains fairly stable, the
number of applications is still suppressed by
discouragement – the conviction that the banks are
not lending.

It’s the same as it is with households. When
businesses are worried about the future, they don’t
take out new loans, but rather pay off old ones and
build up savings. The entire SME sector has become
a massive net depositor, with a surplus over
borrowings rising from £8bn to £21bn over the past
year - a huge cash stockpile.

So the key responsibility for banks is not only
to keep providing the credit that SMEs need but to
build demand for credit by doing their bit to restore
confidence.

Businesses should be confident that their
applications to borrow will be scrutinised properly,
and if they are declined initially they can appeal.
The banks developed an appeals process,
independently monitored by the lead reviewer
Professor Russel Griggs OBE, and committed to
provide appeals with a 30-day turnaround.
Professor Griggs’ first annual report on appeals
activity was published in May 2012: seven percent
of appeal cases reviewed were in Scotland. We
continue to work with SME representative bodies to
deliver the message to Scottish businesses that
this appeal process is now well-established and
effective.

The banks are also working with the Scottish
Chambers of Commerce to provide a business
mentoring scheme. This currently offers support on
a range of issues which affect SMEs, including
finance, marketing and HR. Start-ups, growing and
established companies from across Scotland can get
in touch with trained bank mentors through the
online portal www.mentorsme.co.uk, which directs
them to the Scottish Chamber who will match the
business with the appropriate bank mentor. Later
this year we will be developing a Scottish export
mentoring club, helping to open the door on new
business opportunities.

So what we need now more than anything
else is to encourage businesses to unlock
investment in order to build a sustained recovery.
The UK’s banks are committed to playing their part
in supporting Scotland’s economic recovery and
growth: they are lending and approval rates are
high. Now is the time to work together to add
momentum to the businesses leading the recovery.

Irene Graham

Managing Director of
Business Finance at the

British Banking
Association

Small
businesses are

the building blocks
of our economy.  In
this article, Irene

Graham from the British
Banking Association

(BBA) discuss how those
SMEs can be supported.
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Click the play button to watch
my question on behalf of a local
business that has suffered at

the hands of the Clydesdale bank



Last month, I asked the Minister with responsiblity
for the Government's proposals on a new

employment role, known as 'Shares for Rights'.  It
involves taking on a job, along with a sum of shares

whilst giving up a number of rights at work.

Despite objections from a wide range of organisations,
the Government pushed through the proposal which

will come into force in Autumn this year.
Please click the button below to watch the

footage from the House of Commons:

18
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This month features

Richard Ascough
on the history of the
Parliament buildings.

He has previously
written on the topic of
the “Putney Debates”
which was featured in
the Oct/Nov 2012 edi-
tion of the eMagazine

A view of the Houses of Parliament
from across the river from Victoria
Tower to Big Ben, gives the
impression of an entirely 19th
Century edifice as designed by
Charles Barry, following the fire in
1834.  The original buildings were a
Royal Palace, commenced initially by
Edward the Confessor  and added to
over the next centuries.  Henry VIII
ceased to use the building as a palace
and it subsequently became the home
of the Houses of Parliament and was
also extensively used for a time as
Law Courts.

There is though a surprising number
of surviving medieval parts namely:
Westminster Hall, the Chapel of St
Mary Undercroft, St Stephen's
Cloisters and, outside the current
Parliamentary boundary, the Jewel
Tower.

Westminster Hall is the earliest
surviving part of the Palace.  The
lower parts of its walls are Norman,
built for William II in 1097-1099.  The
hall is 240’ by 68’.  It was remodelled
in 1394 during the reign of William II
by Henry Yevele and Walter Walton
and the carpenter Hugh Herland.  The
roof is the largest surviving Hammer-
beam roof and is a magnificent
treasure of this country.
Unfortunately, it is not known by
many of our citizens unless they visit
Parliament.  The north façade of the
hall, as built by Yevele, used twin
towers with a very large window in
between.  Originally there was a
screen of niches which contained
statues but these were removed
following restoration by Soane in
1818-1820.  Five of the statues,

although damaged, are now inside the
hall on the sills of the east window.

This chapel is the lower chapel to St
Stephen’s which was a double royal
chapel, similar to the surviving Sainte
Chapelle in Paris.  The Undercroft was
completed in 1297.  The upper chapel
subsequently became the House of
Commons and was destroyed by the
fire of 1834.  This chapel is of
considerable significance as many of
the roots of later decorated gothic can
be traced to it.  The interior of the
chapel was heavily restored following
the fire of 1834 with most of the
decoration being the work of Charles
Barry’s son, E M Barry.

This cloister was built in 1526-1529,
north of the chapel and to the east of
Westminster Hall.  This was the
cloister of the College of St Stephen
and is a two-storied cloister with a
projecting two-storey oratory on the
west side.  The cloister was damaged
by the 1834 fire and restored, and
was again restored after the bomb of
1941 which destroyed the Commons.

The Jewel Tower which is outside the
precinct of the Palace in Abingdon
Street was built during the reign of
Edward III between 1365-1366.  It
contained the King’s personal
treasures.  Once again, Henry Yevele
was the architect, and it was
connected to the rest of the palace by
a wall which no longer survives.  The
tower was partly moated and within
living memory still contained water,
although this has been drained for
some years.
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If you have any
suggestions for

local events which may
be of interest, please
drop me an email with
the details and I'll be
happy to post it on

this page.

Saturday 8th June – 10am-4pm

 Our Food & Craft Fairs focus on the
talents of local food producers and
crafts people, producing hand-made
items.  Music will be played at the
events on the Centre’s Grand Piano.
Cafe Connect is also open too selling
teas, coffees, scones and cakes.

For further details visit,
www.ericliddell.org

Saturday 8 June from 2 –5pm

ALL WELCOME

James Gillespie’s High School in-
vites you to join them for an after-
noon to say farewell to the school
in its current guise. Come along to
say goodbye to the clock tower
that never seemed to work.
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Every  and  at
At 31 Minto Street

Just drop in - no appointment necessary

 - Gracemount Leisure Centre
 - Liberton High School

 - Constituency Office, 31 Minto Street
 - The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road




