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Welcome
Welcome to the sixth edition of my eMagazine

which keeps you up-to-date on my work as MP for Edinburgh South

As always, if you have any comments, suggestions or feedback then please do
not hesitate to get in touch.

Top 3 Lobby Correspondence of the Month
Every month I include the top 3 issues that constituents have contacted me about.

If you would like to see my responses, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

NHS Risk register

Energy "End the Big Six" Campaign

Bruntsfield and Morningside Traders Association

ian@ianmurraymp.co.uk

0131 662 4520OPEN Constituency Office
31 Minto Street
Edinburgh
EH9 2BT

www.ianmurraymp.co.uk

twitter.com/ianmurraymp

Several constituents have asked me to include more political stories.  This eMagazine is
deliberately NOT political but is an update on my role as a local Member of Parliament.
Please get in touch if you would like to discuss or debate any political issues.  I'm always

happy to provide information on any issue.

@



2

Pages:

03

09

15

IN THE CONSTITUENCY

AT WESTMINSTER

AT THE DESPATCH
BOX

17 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Contents

SEND
Something  you want to discuss,
perhaps something to share or maybe
an important question?  You can
tweet me by including

 and

South Team   @south_team
More actions being planned later in Gracemount
involving more partners but 2 night initiative a
success with positive outcomes @LBP_Police
Retweeted by Ian Murray

ActionOnHearingLoss @ActionOnHearing
Thanks to @IanMurrayMP for meeting with
@ActionOnHearing Scotland today to discuss
the challenges of losing your hearing while in
employment
Retweeted by Ian Murray

On Tuesday 3 April, along with Cllr Norma Austin-
Hart and Cllr Bill Cook, I attended the AGM of the
Alnwickhill Proprietors Association.
 As I have said previously, I don't often get to
attend these meetings as I am in Parliament most
weekday evenings.  However due to recess I was
able to pop along.
 There have been a number of local concerns
about the proposals for the Alnwickhill Water Works
and tribute has to be paid to the Committee and
residents who have done so much for the estate and
the surrounding area.  Thanks to Association Chair
Louise Wrightson and her hard working and
effective Committee.

Ian Murray   @IanMurrayMP
Good luck to the new Bruntsfield Traders &
Residents Association who meet tonight.
Looking fwd to some great ideas for
Bruntsfield.

If you have
any issues or

concerns that you
would like to discuss
with me, please do
get in touch by the

contact details
over the page.
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The Big Lottery Fund have just launched their
 project, which aims to unlock the potential of

thousands of children and young people helping them
to be more confident, healthy and connected with older
people in their community.
 Local charities across Scotland will be provided with
grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 for up to two
years.  For example, the funds can be used for work
experience tasters with local employers, creative arts
projects, inter-generational technology classes on social
networking and gaming as well as getting young people
involved in local sports facilities.
 You can download an application form at:
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/youngstartfund or keep up-to-
date via their facebook page or twitter @youngstart fund

Thanks to the staff at
Waitrose who hosted a
new advice surgery for
me at the store in
Morningside last month.
 Having been MP
for nearly two years now,
several constituents have
said to me that they are
unable to attend my
regular surgeries on a
Monday and Friday due to
work, taking children to
school etc.
 That is why I hope
that drop-in sessions at
supermarkets will be
beneficial for those with
busy schedules but have
an issue they would like
to raise with me.
 Additionally, I am
happy to make home
visits if required.
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I was delighted to hear last month that the
Edinburgh University Students Association
(EUSA) won a natinoal NUS award for the
tremendous work they have done on community
relations.
 Congratulations to Hugh Murdoch (Academic
Convener), Matt McPherson (President), Emma
Meehan (Vice-President), James McAsh (Student
Rep), Mike Williamson (Vice-President).
 Well done also to Lizzie Brough whose work

as Societies Coordinator at EUSA was also
recognised by NUS with the award Students
Unions Staff Member of the Year.
 Finally, congratulations also to James who
was elected EUSA President in the forthcoming
academic year - I look forward to working with him
as we have common intrays.  Also, big thanks for
Matt for all his work over the past twelve months.

Tea with MP and STV
Members of community groups from across
South Edinburgh shared a cup of tea with
myself and representatives from STV Local
at Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church as they
learned more about STV Local.
 I arranged this in conjunction with
STV as a way to build their understanding
and use of social media.  STV Local
Edinburgh is a great resource.
 Local community groups really
struggle to get stuff out in the public
domain. Traditional media now is very
difficult, so STV Local are providing a
platform for them to get their message
across which will be a crucial tool for them
to use.
 I think that once a few groups see
the benefit of it, it will explode and many
groups will come together to use the
facilities.  So, it’s a really good thing to be
doing.  If you would like any further
information, please do let me know.
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BRUNTSFIELD
RESIDENTS AND
TRADERS ASSOCIATION
UPDATE

As mentioned in last month's
edition, residents and traders
have been very concerned
about the Sainsbury's Local
which is taking over the former
Peckhams store in Bruntsfield.
 Indeed, I raised this
matter directly with the Leader
of the House of Commons,
asking that a debate be held on
the proliferation of mini-
supermarkets in local
communities.  To watch my
question and response, click
the play button.

 Following the hard work
and dedication of many traders,
the Association has now been
established.  A follow-up
meeting was held to discuss
ideas on how to promote the
local area.  Events around
Christmas and Festival time will
be held as well as the
introduction of a "Bruntsfield
Pound" and loyalty scheme.
The Association will also set up
a website to boost publicity.

Yet again, many thanks to all
those involved, including Karen
Mackay, Hilary Hamilton, Cate
Nelson-Shaw and Ibrahim
Joulak.
 The Association will
next meet on the week
beginning 9 April.  If you would
like any further information,
please do get in touch with me.



6CONSTITUENCY

I was delighted to be joined by Shadow
Business Secretary Chuka Umunna to
officially open the Bruntsfield Post Office
run by Ibrahim Joulak.
 Chuka spoke of the vital role of post
offices on a visit to Edinburgh where he also
visited a local pharmaceutical company.
 When we arrived, the Post Office was
packed with customers waiting to use the
newly installed facilities - hopefully the
customers will continue to flow!
 As Chuka said, post offices are more
than businesses. They are essentially a
community hub which helps bind people
together and we want to ensure that’s
preserved.
 Many thanks to Ibrahim who has done
tremendous work in taking over the Post
Office following the closure of the previous
one last year.  We wish him all the best.  Click
the play button on the left to watch a clip.
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I'm all set for Wimbeldon this
summer, thanks to Aly Findlay
(pictured) and the Committee
at Craigmillar Park Tennis Club.

I popped along to their
Open Day last month to check
out the facilities.  Sadly, my
"tennis" elbow got the better of
me on this occasion.
 The Club are really
pushing for new members in the
run up to the Summer, with
special rates for newcomers.  Aly
explained that no matter your
ability, all are welcome to join.
 I expect we'll no doubt
hear "Game, set and match" this
summer on the courts (not for
me though...that'll be my
namesake Andy!)
 For further info, visit
www.craigmillarparktennis.co.uk

Residents may have heard that a
community wildlife garden is to be built
in the Hermitage of Braid and Blackford
Hill Local Nature Reserve.
 Due to £50,000 in Heritage Lottery
funding, the Council's Countryside Ranger
Service  will create the wildlife garden.
 It will provide native habitats for

bumblebees, moths and butterflies.
 The Countryside Ranger Service will
also offer wildlife identification training to
help record insects in the area.
 Thanks to the Friends of the
Hermitage of Braid who have worked
closely with the Ranger Service on this and
many other environmental projects.
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Congratulations to the
Hyvots & Moredun and

Quarries Residents Associations for
their recent success at the Edinburgh
Tenants Federation Quiz night - Well

done!
A raffle was also held and £140

was raised for charity.

One of the areas that many constituents have
expressed problems with is rising energy bills.
 I recently met with British Gas who
announced their “Share the Warmth” offer.  If you
find someone that meets their criteria for insulation,
they’ll give you £50 for your troubles.  They’ll also
insulate the house of the vulnerable customer, and
then give them £50 as well.  Neither of you even
needs to be a British Gas customer.  All you need do
is get your friend or relative to call 0800 975 1195,
let them know you referenced them, and the get
paid.
 Through energy efficiency people can save
money. Insulating a home by filling a cavity, or a loft,
can save a household around £175 a year.
 They also raised the problems surronunding
very vulnerable people. Not only do they struggle
with their bills, but they are also the least likely to
come forward to get help.  This is when communities
can come into their own.  If you have a friend, or a
relative, or an elderly neighbour, why don’t you see
if they are getting their homes made warmer.  This is
a great opportunity for our community to come
together and help those that need help.
 To find out more about visit
www.sharethewarmth.co.uk

Following on from their successful schools
competition last year, the Chemical Industries
Association have launched this year's event in
conjunction with INEOS on the theme of sport.
 Plastics from the chemical industry have
provided the materials which are central to sport,
such as the products in bikes, trainers, even the
water we drink from the tap.
 The competition poses the question - if we
can do all of this in sport in 2012, what could we do
by 2050?
 To enter, primary school children should
draw a picture of their idea whilst high school
pupils can write 750 words.  Click the image above
for further information.  Send entries to Science
Competition, CIA, Kings Buildings, Smith Square,
London, SW1P 3JJ
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 with
the final stages of the
Government’s NHS

reform bill being debated and
voted on, and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer presenting his Budget
to the House of Commons.
 The Chancellor, George
Osborne, presented his budget to
the House on 21st March, although
many of the measures that he
announced in the chamber had
already been widely reported in the

previous day’s newspapers.  I
found it disappointing that the
Government chose to tell the
media before presenting it to
Members of Parliament. Indeed, a
colleague of mine pointed out that
a previous Chancellor had been
sacked for leaking information
about the contents of his budget
to the media!
 Some of the more widely
reported measures announced in
the Budget were the Chancellor’s
decision to reduce the tax rate
forthose earning over £150,000,
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the raising of the upper limit on
personal allowances, the decision to
freeze the personal allowances for
pensioners (something which was
quickly dubbed as the “Granny Tax”)
and the decision to charge VAT on
hot food from takeaway outlets
(which was dubbed by the media as
the “Pasty Tax”).  Labour has
already committed to voting
against the Budget when the full
package of measures comes before
the house.
 The Government’s health bill
was debated for the final time this
month, and received royal assent on
the 27th March, so this bill has now
become law.
 I have been contacted by
hundreds of constituents who are
concerned about the bill and the

impact it will have on the NHS in
Scotland.  This legislation will have
an effect on the amount of funding
we receive for the NHS due to the
Barnett consequentials, on the
training of junior doctors and will
still affect Scottish residents who
suffer an accident in England and
are treated by the NHS in England.
 I am disappointed that the
Government chose to ignore the
vast majority of public opinion and
force this bill through Parliament.
Labour has been consistent in our
opposition to the Bill and the
Shadow Health Secretary Andy
Burnham has committed any future
Labour Government to repealing
this bill.
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WWF’s Earth Hour is a simple idea that has
become a global phenomenon, with hundreds
of millions of people turning off their lights on
March 31 at 8.30pm to show they want to
create a brighter future for the planet.
 Last year 135 countries, hundreds of
millions of people and famous landmarks from Big
Ben and Buckingham Palace in London to the
India Gate in New Delhi took part in WWF’s Earth
Hour.

 The global event comes only a few weeks
before another vital appointment for the 2012
environment calendar.  In June, the Brazilian city
famous in the world for its beautiful carnival will
host the environment summit.
 The Rio summit will be a crucial moment
for world leaders including the UK government to
discuss vital themes for the future, such as
sustainable food, water and energy, and also
assess what progress has been made since the
first summit twenty years ago.

For more information on WWF’s Earth
Hour, visit www.earthhour.wwf.org.uk

Friday 30th March was designated this year’s ‘Wear
a Hat Day’ and is the annual awareness day for the
charity Brain Tumour Research and its member
charities.
 This year schools, businesses and organisations
across the UK are joining in ‘Wear A Hat Day’ events
and I was really pleased to be involved as I am well
aware of the devastation that a brain tumour can
cause.
 The statistic for brain cancer survival is
shocking, with just 14% surviving for more than five
years, yet research into brain tumours receives less
than 1% of the national spend on cancer research.  It's
clear that we need to increase awareness and ask
people to raise money for an often overlooked form of
cancer.
 To get involved in ‘Wear A Hat Day 2013 or for
more information about Brain Tumour Research and its
member charities go to
http://www.braintumourresearch.org



I am delighted that the UK
Government has decided to locate
the GIB in Edinburgh.
 Edinburgh is the perfect city
for the Green Investment Bank, being
close to renewable sites and with a
centuries-old tradition of banking.
Being part of the UK allows Scotland
to win investment we would be less
likely to if we separate. This means
the renewables revolution can start
at home.
 All Edinburgh's MPs have been
pulling together on this because we
know it is a massive boost for the
city. Now we need to get it
operational as quickly as possible so
we can start creating green jobs in
Scotland and across the UK.

Collecting water from distant sources keep children
out of school and prevent adults from earning a
living.
 Safe water and sanitation transform lives,
improving health and lifting communities out of

poverty. As world
leaders prepare to meet
in Washington next
month for a crucial
meeting on water and
sanitation, WaterAid is
encouraging the public
to support its Water
Works campaign, which
aims to highlight the
importance of these
basic necessities in
tackling poverty.
 WaterAid was
established with the
support of Northumbrian
Water and the UK water
industry in 1981. The

company works in 27 countries across Africa, Asia,
Central America and the Pacific Region, improving
access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene. Since
WaterAid was founded 30 years ago, it has reached
nearly 16 million people with safe water and 11
million with sanitation.

I attended an event hosted by Northumbrian Water
for WaterAid on the day that the United Nations
announced that the Millennium Development Goal
on water has been reached.  An additional 2 billion
people have accessed clean water within the last
20 years.
 It is great news
that we have met the
Millennium Development
Goal on water – this
shows that aid is working
and that we are making
steps forward to
eradicating poverty.
 There is still much
work to be done
however, as 783 million
people still don’t have
safe water to drink, and
around 2.5 billion are
lacking adequate
sanitation.  Not having
these essential services
traps people in poverty. The UK has a lead role to
play along with other countries to concentrate our
efforts on bringing water and sanitation to all and
will continue to urge the Government to show that
leadership.
 Preventable diseases caused by dirty water
and poor sanitation are the biggest killers of
children in Africa, and illness and hours spent @ www.wateraid.org/uk

Last month, the Government announced that they are
closing 36 of 54 Remploy factories with potential
compulsory redundancies totalling 1752, including 28
staff at the Edinburgh factory.  As well as writing to Iain
Duncan Smith, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, I
asked the Minister responsible for the decision Maria
Millar in the House of Commons about this shocking
decision.
 I am deeply concerned about the impact the
closure of the Edinburgh factory will have on the
employees, as they are some of the most vulnerable
workers in Edinburgh.   The government must recognise
this and I have demanded that Ministers look again at the
decision.

12WESTMINSTER
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A flippin' (sorry!) good time was had by all on
Shrove Tuesday, in aid of the Rehab charity.

The annual Rehab Parliamentary Pancake
Race was established fifteen years ago to raise
awareness of the work undertaken by Rehab.  They
help young people and adults with physical,
sensory and intellectual disabilities, people with
mental health difficulties, people with autism and

people with an acquired brain injury.
 Conditions were tough but it was great to
get one over on the Lords and the media teams
who also participated.  I was delighted to have
been invited to take part in this wonderful event.
The work that Rehab does is fantastic.
 For further information on Rehab, visit their
website at www.rehab.ie
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In January 2011 Sue Ryder launched a campaign to
raise awareness about the problem of irrecoverable
VAT for charities providing healthcare services. We
wanted to highlight the inequality between charities
and the NHS as the latter is able to recover VAT on
certain non business supplies that charities are not.
  The NHS’s ability to recover VAT on certain
non business supplies is written into Section 41* of
the 1994 VAT Act which applies to the NHS in
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
 I recently met with Sue Ryder to discuss their
campaign around charities and VAT. The charity tells
me that the NHS is able to recover VAT on certain
non business supplies that charities are not.  Under
current legislation, when services are transferred
from the NHS to the charity sector, there is a ‘VAT
gap’ that needs to be filled by charitable funds, or
funds provided by the NHS.  This means that when a
charity takes on delivery of an NHS service there is a
VAT gap that currently needs to be filled by
charitable funds or the NHS commissioners.

Neither of these solutions is satisfactory. One acts
as a barrier to entry for charities wanting to engage
in the government’s agenda and the other acts as a
disincentive for NHS commissioners to transfer
services to charities.
 As service transfers from the NHS are set to
become increasingly common under the NHS
reforms, swift action needs to be taken to ensure
charities are not disadvantaged and unable to afford
to take on services.
 Sue Ryder’s campaign concentrates on future
service transfers as a consequence of the
government’s policy direction and is therefore cost
neutral. It simply stops the Treasury from receiving a
tax windfall from charities when services are
transferred.
 I was pleased to see an amendment passed to
the Health and Social Care Bill committing the
Secretary of State to look into barriers facing
charities in the delivery of NHS services and to issue
a report within a year. However, I believe that in the
interim remedial action still needs to be taken to
ensure that no charities are disadvantaged or unable
to participate in the transfer of NHS services as a
result of the current VAT system.

VAT burden on charities providing public
services is significant.  For exampls, one of Sue
Ryder’s hospices incurs £44,000 in VAT per year
on non business supplies. If this service was
managed by the NHS it would be able to recover
57% of this figure.

These funds would allow the hospice to:
 Employ a nurse for around 44 weeks or;
 Provide 1,500 bereavement sessions for
 families who have lost a loved one or;
 Provide 2,500 hours of support from a
 carer.
 Last year Deloitte estimates produced for

Sue Ryder suggested that for every £10m spent
by PCTs or the NHS in outsourcing to the
charity, the additional VAT burden would be in
the range of £400,000.
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I was again given the opportunity to
question the Secretary of State for

Business on the policies that he and his
Department have been taking forward.  I chose to
ask him about Government proposals to change

employee rights.  Please click to the button below to
watch the footage from the House of Commons:

I feel that particularly during tough economic times,
employees need assurances that their rights at
work will be protected.  Indeed, it is in the
interests of both employers and employees
that we have good employment regulation

because a confident and secure
worker is a productive one.
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Last month, I led Labour's opposition to the
Government's proposals to increase the qualifying
period that an employee can claim unfair dismissal.
The Government want to increase the period from
12 months to 2 years.  Click the play button below
to hear my contribution to the debate.

 The vote on the proposal was carried by the
Government and will now take effect on April 6.
The opposition to the proposals came from across
the spectrum, with the likes of Citizens Advice and
Working Families charities saying that this measure
would make people feel very insecure which would
not be good for employer/employee relationships
and the economy overall.

You may recall the tragedy that took place in
Morecombe Bay back in 2004, when 23 Chinese
cocklepickers died whilst working on the Bay there
when high tide came in.
 Sadly, because of the type of industry they
worked in, there were not any health and safety or
employment protections in place to protect them
from the dangers of their work.
 Following this, the GLA was established by
Government to help stop the exploitation of
workers in the food production sector.  Following
recent reports, I was concerned that the current
Government were considering scaling back to role of
the GLA.  I was able to secure a Westminster Hall
debate on this issue.  We had an excellent debate
with contributions from Members of all parties.  I am
pleased that in their response the Government
recognised the vital role that the GLA plays in
protecting vulnerable workers and I hope that they
will continue their commitment to it.
 You can watch the debate by clicking the
play button below.
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Saturday 12th May, 11am - 1pm

A table sale is a great opportunity to
buy and sell quality nearly new items
such as clothing and outdoor toys.
Please spread the word about the sale
for a good turn out of buyers on the
day.

Further details, contact St Fillan's
Playgroup on 07790067927 or email
st.fillansplaygroup@hotmail.com

12th - 20th May

Voluntary Arts Week is an annual, week-
long celebration of amateur arts and
craft activities taking place across the
UK.

Contact your local art and craft groups,
and get involved with their activities
and workshops.

For further details visit,
www.voluntaryartsweek.org

14th - 19th May

Charity shops thrive on donations but
they simply aren't getting enough.
Choose Charity Shops is the first
national campaign to call for extra
donations to our charity shops.

To find charity shops in Edinburgh
South, visit
www.charityretails.org.uk/locator.php
or contact wendy@charityretail.org.uk
for a full list of shops.

Saturday 14th April, 9.30am - 12 noon
Greenbank Church, Btraidburn Terrace

Admission £2
Be prepared for "probably the best
jumble sale in Edinburgh!"

Lots of offer including:
Clothes, small furniture, toys, books,
electricals, jewellery, bric-a-brac, DVDs
& CDs, garden furniture, lighting and
home baking with teas & coffees

If you have
any suggestions

for local events which
may be of interest,

please drop me an email
with the details and
I'll be happy to post

it on this page.



Every  and  at
At 31 Minto Street

Just drop in - no appointment necessary

 - Gracemount Leisure Centre
 - Liberton High School

 - Constituency Office, 31 Minto Street
 - The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road


