
Rochford & Southend East Constituency Labour Party
Annual General Meeting Tuesday 10th July 2018

7.30pm at St Mark’s Church, Park Street, Southend-on-Sea

Minutes

Ashley Dalton (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were 61 members present and 
apologies for absence (only requested from party officers and councillors) were received from Vic 
Hobson (Political Education Officer), Cllr Helen McDonald (Kursaal Ward & VC Membership),  
Cllr Cheryl (Milton Ward) and Cllr Julian Ware-Lane (Milton Ward).

The minutes of the last AGM were agreed as a true and accurate record.

Officers’ reports

Chair
Ashley expanded on her written report that had been made available prior to and at the 
meeting, summing up the year’s activity and offering congratulations to the organisers and 
supporters of the successful Save Southend A&E Campaign. Many of our members had 
been involved in that.

Remarking on the increased majorities achieved by our candidates in the local elections 
Ashley congratulated the councillors elected or re-elected, with praise for Ian Pope’s 
campaign in St. Luke’s that led to a very much improved result for Labour the even though 
we didn’t win the seat.

Ashley had worked closely with Ian Gilbert (Labour Group Leader on Southend Council) to 
secure funding for a pert-time paid organiser. Daniel Gottschalk was appointed to that post 
and Ashley gave him our thanks for making such a massive positive difference to our 
campaign.

Jeremy Corbyn’s visit to Southend last November was a success and that rally was 
extremely well-attended. Jeremy will come again, particularly as we are now such a good 
prospect for a Labour swing.

Ashley thanked everyone who has helped the party and is standing down as CLP Chair to 
concentrate on her campaign as Prospective Parliamentary Candidate (PPC).

Vice Chair (Campaigns)
Ian Gilbert spoke further on the successes of national and local campaigns and the funding 
bid for the local organiser, thanking Des Heemskerk for his help with that as Treasurer.

The PPC selections took up a lot of our energies and it was pleasing that so many applied. 
Jeremy Corbyn’s visit certainly led to increased campaign activity. The use of social media 
was especially effective in the local elections. As Labour Group Leader on Southend 
Council Ian said he is of course delighted at the increase in the number of Labour 
Councillors to eleven – our highest representation since 2011 and he is standing down as 
Vice Chair (Campaigns) to concentrate on his role as Leader of the Opposition on the 
Council. There is still much to do, especially in the Rochford & Wakering areas to get 
Labour Councillors elected to Rochford District Council.



Secretary
A written report had been circulated by Martin Berry prior to the meeting and he added that 
he was pleased that our total membership remained steady at about 630, showing that the 
‘Corbyn surge’ was not a flash in the pan and people who joined at the time of the last 
leadership election have, very largely, remained members.

Martin spoke about the new data protection rules (GDPR) that have required changes to the 
party systems and have in particular affected communications to members: problems with 
the new software are being ironed out and he and other Constituency Secretaries throughout 
the country have jointly been putting pressure on the national party to achieve a resolution 
soon.

Treasurer
Des Heemskerk had circulated the Annual Report and he ran through it and explained that 
the members present need to formally endorse it. The report covers both Des & Ashley’s 
time as Treasurer during the period in question and Des thanked Ashley for her involvement 
and the auditors (Daniel Cowan and Ian Pope) for their work.

Des have a summary of the year, saying that the snap General Election had caused 
unexpected expense and that’s something we need to be prepared for if it happens again. 
Despite that extra expense, we have paid off our long-lasting debts to the Hall & Institute, 
the East of England Labour Party (‘region’) and the Essex Labour Campaign Forum. Our 
financial position was improved mainly by an increase in the share of membership 
subscriptions that we get from the national party. Des closed by thanking members for the 
fact that he is re-elected unopposed at this meeting.

The two auditors’ reports and the annual accounts were put to a vote for approval, which 
was carried.

Women’s Officer
Maxine Sadza had submitted a written report and added that she was initially a bit daunted 
at taking on the task of being our Women’s Officer but has been thrilled at the support she 
has been given and the joint working relationship with the Women’s Officers of the 
neighbouring CLPs. Maxine was especially pleased with the teamwork on the revamp of our
office and the Women’s Suffrage celebrations. Maxine closed by thanking everyone for their
help over the past year and for her unopposed re-election at this meeting.

Disabilities Officer
Rachel Heemskerk thanked members for their support and is standing down from the role at 
this meeting. She was pleased to have had the responsibility and to have had input on 
matters of accessibility, including making access to the office easier by arranging the 
purchase of a ramp.

European Liaison Officer
Mike Fieldhouse spoke briefly saying that he’s looking forward to Labour profiting from the
Tory government’s incompetence over Brexit and the promotion of our policies on that.



Welfare & Safeguarding Officer
Tricia Cowdrey said that she was pleased to have taken on this new role fairly recently as its 
first incumbent and thanked members for re-electing her unopposed. She has made a good 
start and been in touch with the national party regarding welfare & safeguarding policy and 
guidance and training. Among other things, she intends to pursue the idea of making a 
crèche available at meetings.

Political Education Officer
Vic Hobson was unable to be present but had submitted a comprehensive written report.

Press Officer
Mike Smith commented that press coverage had been good for our manifesto launch and 
campaign days.

Trades Union Liaison Officer
Paul Stygal had taken over this post mid-year and organised our local support for the 
industrial action taken by train drivers.

Each of the party officers took questions from members at the end of their reports. Where written 
reports were provided copies can be obtained from the CLP Secretary on request.

Election of Officers

Only one nomination for each of the following posts had been received by the deadline and those 
people were therefore elected unopposed.

Chair – Anne Jones (Anne took over from Ashley as Chair of the meeting at this point, in 
accordance with party rules).

Vice Chair (Campaigns) – Matt Dent

Treasurer – Des Heemskerk (re-elected)

Women’s Officer – Maxine Sadza (re-elected)

Disabilities Officer – Tom Murray

European Liaison Officer – Mike Fieldhouse

Press Officer – Rachel Dalton (Mike Fieldhouse withdrew his nomination after being elected
as European Liaison Officer)

Welfare & Safeguarding Officer – Tricia Cowdrey

Youth & Student Officer – Niamh Kelly

The following posts were contested. The nominees were permitted to address the meeting for one 
minute each and then take questions from members prior to the ballots being cast. Teddy Ryan, 
Regional Organiser, oversaw the ballot and each candidate was allowed to nominate their own agent
for the count.



Vice Chair (Membership)
Nominees: Rachel Heemskerk & Jes Phillips
Rachel Heemskerk elected

Secretary
Nominees: Martin Berry & Ian Pope
Martin Berry elected (re-elected)

Political Education Officer
Nominees: Gray Sergeant & Vic Hobson
Vic Hobson elected (re-elected)

No nominations had been received for the following posts prior to the deadline so nominations were
sought from the floor.

BAME Officer – Jaime Blanco elected unopposed

Fundraising Officer – Jes Phillips elected unopposed

LGBT Officer – Josh Duckmanton (not present but put forward by Ashley Dalton with his prior 
agreement) elected unopposed

Trades Union Liaison Officer – Paul Stygal elected unopposed (re-elected)

IT Officer – no nominations

There was no election for a post of Campaigns Co-ordinator as the purpose of that role has been 
filled by our paid organiser, Daniel Gottschalk. That decision by the Executive Committee was 
ratified by the members present by a majority vote (one abstention, remainder in favour),

Delegates to the Southend Labour Local Campaign Forum (four positions, at least two women)

Anne Jones gave an introductions and the background to why the LCF is being restructured and 
Teddy Ryan took questions on that. Des Heemskerk raised the matter of Trade Union representation 
on the new body, with four affiliated unions having one delegate for all four of them. Teddy said 
that the arrangement is the same throughout the country and the four unions have to decide between
them who that one delegate will be. If no decision can be made then it will be a matter for an all-
member CLP vote. Teddy added that those are the arrangements and if the CWU or any other union 
wishes to take the matter up with the national party then they are of course free to do that. In answer
to a question from Matt Dent on timescale Teddy said that the new LCF will be regarded as 
formally constituted and have its inaugural meeting as soon as both of the Southend CLPs have 
agreed to it.

Nominations:   Mike Fieldhouse, Anna Ingram, Jes Phillips, Maxine Sadza,  Gray Sergeant, Kate 
Sheehan Paul Stygal.

Candidates were permitted to address the meeting for one minute each and there would be no 
questions from members. Only the members living within the Southend Borough Council part of 
the constituency could vote.

Elected: Mike Fieldhouse, Mazine Sadza, Kate Sheehan & Paul Stygal.
The Chair, two Vice Chairs, Secretary & Treasurer of the CLP will also serve on the newly-
constituted LCF along with their counterparts from Southend West and the four delegates to be 



elected at that constituency’s AGM, the Leader & Deputy Leader of the Southend Council Labour 
Group, Trade Union delegates and a delegate from the Co-operative Party nominated by the Anglia 
Co-op. The Local Organiser & Regional Organisers and the parliamentary candidates for the two 
Southend constituencies may attend LCF meetings but without voting power, 

At this point the time was 9.30 and, with further business to be covered, the Chair proposed a 
motion to suspend Standing Orders and extend the meeting to 9.50pm. Seconded by Ashley Dalton 
and carried.

Delegates to the Essex Labour Campaign Forum (four positions, at least two women)
- no nominations.

Auditors – nominations: Daniel Cowan, & Carl Mingard & Ian Pope
Elected: Ian Pope (re-elected) & Carl Mingard

Motions for discussion & vote
Motion for the Alteration to the Structure of Central Branch submitted by Ian Gilbert
Proposed by Ian Gilbert, seconded by Des Heemskerk
Carried (one abstention, remainder in favour - well over the two-thirds majority required)

Motion on Brexit submitted by Matt Dent
Amendment to that motion submitted by Carl Mingard
Postponed until the next meeting due to lack of time

Dates of future meetings
Agreed to carry on with having all-member CLP meetings every two months, alternating between 
Tuesday evenings & Saturday afternoons. The Executive Committee will decide on the exact dates 
when it meets and the Secretary will notify members.

Any other business
None

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.50pm


