
Working for Victoria ward - all year round  

UKIP HANDS CONTROL OF THE 
COUNCIL BACK TO THE TORIES  

Despite Labour winning in Victoria 
and getting their best results in the 
town for more than a decade, the 
Tories won seats from the Liberal 
Democrats in the West of the 
borough, giving them a chance to 
take back control of the council with 
the help of the town's two UKIP 
councillors. 
 
This brings to an end two years 
when the council was run by a 
coalition of Independent, Labour 
and Liberal Democrat Councillors 
which included Ian Gilbert serving 
as Deputy Leader and David 
Norman serving as Executive 
Councillor for Housing & Planning. 
The Conservatives have started by 

breaking their pledge to reduce the 
size of the council's cabinet - 
actually doing the opposite and 
increasing it to eight. 
 
The deal involved a UKIP councillor 
being given the important position 
of chairing the planning committee, 
despite him not having had the 
necessary training, and having 
previously described residents 
objecting to planning applications as 
''nosy'' and ''complainers''. 
 
Ian says: ''I'm proud of what we 
achieved in two years, and we'll be 
doing our best to make sure as 
much of it as possible continues.'' 
  

Ian Gilbert was re-elected as councillor for 
Victoria ward in May 5th's election, taking 
987 votes, compared to the Tories' 279 and 
UKIP's 357. 
 
Ian says ''Its been a great pleasure to 
represent Victoria ward on the council, and 
I'm very grateful people have decided to 
put their trust in me again. Being a town 
centre ward we get more than our fair 
share of problems, but I've had the 
opportunity to work with some great 

people. This past year I've been 
particularly pleased to see our pressure 
paying off and work starting on the eye-
sore buildings on Victoria Avenue. 
 
Over the next four years I will continue to 
work alongside residents, community 
groups, and do my best to ensure that the 
views of Victoria residents are heard in 
Southend Council.''  

Ian says 'Thank You' for Re-election  

Ian re-elected with 630 vote 
majority  

Conservative councillors join forces with UKIP 
to take control  

 

Victoria Voice  
News from your Labour Councillors  
Summer 2016 - Delivered free by local volunteers  
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU  
What could we do to help improve things in Victoria?  

Can you help us in Victoria by delivering leaflets down your street?  
Yes     No   

  Count me in, I'm a Labour voter  
  I'd like to join the Labour Party  
  I'd like to apply for a postal vote, please send me a form  

Name 

Phone 

Email 

Address 

Please complete and return this form to: 
Victoria Labour, 268 Sutton Road, Southend 
SS2 5ET  

Promoted by Kevin Robinson On behalf of Victoria Labour both at 268 Sutton Road, Southend SS2 5ET 
Printed by SLCI, 268 Sutton Road, Southend, SS2 5ET 
The Labour Party, its candidates and elected representatives may contact you using the details you 
provide. If you do not wish to be contacted please write to the Labour Party using the return address on 
this survey.  

 

Our Record in Administration  
Some of our achievements over the 
past two years: 
 
Victoria Avenue - Kick-started the 
regeneration of the area, after years of 
tory council inactionLighting - 
Speeded up and improved the roll out 
of the new LED streetlamps Energy - 
Formed Southend Energy Company, 
which is saving thousands of residents 
money and benefiting the 
environment.Care homes- Reversed 
the closure of the last council run care 
homes and brought forward plans to 
improve quality of care. Children's 

centres - balanced the books without 
closing any unlike the Conservatives  

Tories break election pledge on day one  
The first act of the new Conservative 
administration on Southend Council was 
to break a promise that had been made 
in the Tory local election manifesto. 
 
In the election, the Conservatives 
campaigned on a promise to reduce the 
number of cabinet posts. However, as 
soon as returned to power, the 
Conservatives pushed through an 
increase in the size of the cabinet from 7 
to 8 councillors. 
 
Margaret Borton says: 'The fact that the 
Tories have already broken their 

promises, and given positions of 
responsibility to people who lack skills 
and experience, shows just how weak 
their administration is.' 
  

Margaret Borton  

  01702 212862  
  

Cllrborton@southend.gov
.uk  

  85 Rochester Drive 
Westcliff-on-Sea 
Essex 
SS0 0NJ  

Ian Gilbert  

  01702 212878  
  

cllrgilbert@southend.gov.
uk  

  132 Central Avenue 
Southend-on-Sea 
Essex 
SS2 4DZ  

David Norman  

  01702 212897  
  

cllrnorman@southend.go
v.uk  

  41 Vernon Road 
Leigh-on-Sea 
Essex 
SS9 2NG  

Labour team for 
Victoria ward 

Work starts on Victoria Avenue  

Southend Council Chamber  
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