
 

Report from Regional Board Meeting 2
nd

 September  2017 

 

Dear Members  

As your Regional Board representatives for the Essex region we wanted to keep you informed of the 

discussions that are had at regional board meetings.  To that end please find below a report of the 

meeting which was held on the 2
nd

 of September at the regional office in Harlow.   

Regional Directors report - Cameron Scott 

Cameron was pleased to announce that they have a new member of regional team with Ellie 

Williams replacing Olivia Vaughn who left us earlier this year.  Ellie is a former regional organiser 

from Redbridge.   

 

There are 100 delegates from Eastern Region going to National conference.  There will be a briefing 

for delegates on the 17
th

 of September in Cambridge and then on the morning of the Sunday at 

conference.  Individual delegates should have been informed of this. 

 

Local government selections are going on for May 2018 which should be completed by the end of 

the year for all winnable areas.  All other candidates should be in place by February of next year.  

The selection for Watford Mayoral elections is also currently underway. 

 

There are five local Government by-elections on the 7
th

 of September in Ipswich, Colchester, 

Peterborough, Sudbury and Ely .There are further by Elections in Harlow (28
th

 September) and 

Epping Forest (19
th

 October) 

 

Parliamentary report  - Sandy Martin MP 

Sandy is now on the constitutional affairs select committee and the DEFRA select committee.  He felt 

induction for new MPs was very good but feels many of the parliamentary procedures are outdated. 

Daniel Ziechner MP 

Having experienced two new parliaments now as MP Daniel felt that there was a real difference to 

this one than the last.  The Tories are in disarray and there is very much a sense of gloom.  However, 

he did feel that the PM has made some recovery since the General Election and that we could have 

to wait a while, potentially a full five years, until the next one.  He was concerned that Brexit is 

dominating everything and that this meant many important issues were not being dealt with. 

 

European Report - Alex Mayer MEP 

Alex felt that the mood in Brussels was not good.  She also expressed concern that there has been no 

movement in Brexit negotiations  particularly with regards Northern Ireland and citizens’ rights.  She 

was concerned this could lead to ‘no deal.’  Alex supported Labour’s position on the EU and 

expressed the need to be pragmatic so that we can react to situation as it develops. 

 

Local Government Report - Jon Clempner 



Jon echoed words expressed in previous reports about uncertainty in local Government caused by 

Brexit.  For example the fact there is a great deal of uncertainty in local business rates which are due 

to change as early as 2019.  There are also a number of EU regulations about recycling rates which 

are due to come in to effect. 

 

He also spoke about the importance of local government elections and that the party does not 

always take them as seriously as General Elections pointing to the fact that there was no direct local 

government policy mentioned at all in lead up to ECC elections.  He also spoke about frustration of 

getting local activists engaged in these elections.   

 

TULO (Trade union link organisation) report - Vaughn West 

No meeting since last Regional Board meeting.  Vaughn spoke of need to revitalise regional TULO.    

He also mentioned a one day conference for TULO affiliates in October. 

 

National Policy Forum report - Jo Rust 

No meeting since GE 

 

Co-op Party report - Chris Herrings 

There are now 38 Labour and Co-op MPs across country and a number more who are Co-op 

members.  The co-op conference this year is between the 13
th

 and 15
th

 of October and is a 

celebration as it marks the party’s centenary.  There is also a regional conference on the 16
th

 of 

September.  For more info contact your local party secretary. 

 

Parliamentary Selections - Cameron Scott 

Selections for key seats to be made by the end of the year.  In Eastern region there are 8; Thurrock, 

North Norwich, Stevenage, Colchester, Watford, Rochford and Southend East, Harlow, Welwyn and 

Hatfield.  The one change to procedure is that part of the (pre) selection committee itself will be 

selected by all members meeting.  Regional board/NEC will oversee selections.  No other CLPs can 

select until they have go ahead from NEC. 

 

All target seats have fed back about ‘All women shortlist’ status to be considered.  It is thought, 

although not known, that these selection meetings will be staggered. ,with  the most winnable first. 

 

Regional Conference – Cameron Scott 

Is to be held in Huntingdon between the 17
th

 and 19
th

 November at the Marriott hotel.  Nominations 

for delegates need to be in by the 19
th

 of October from CLPs.  The focus of conference will be 

campaigning, with Jeremy Corbyn MP and Andrew Glynn MP down to speak. 

 

 

Kind regards 

      

Chris Vince    Eileen Davidson   Charlie Cochrane 

 


